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gard of your late wiſe deſerved 
rejozee it it © 1is it _regatd of, 
# intrinſick, Goodneſs, that this 

{ Deditation begs your acceptance, 
and bumbly offers it ſelf to. gou. 
Before Lordſhip and Paternity. 
werd added to your Honourable 

$ [ithes , you was intitled te this 
I book + your Dignities being dig- 
A 3 nified 


—  — 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
wified by you. I conſidercd # "I; 


their emtinency, but the eminent) ac 
of your Vertue and Piety. I know, + 

[yLord, that you eim at a better] fe. 
reward than this World can give ni 
but that a great light ſet on a hight w 
place cannot be hid from the eyell Ii 
of Men, Angels alone ſhould T6 « 
Joxee in the brightneſs of yours is 
you ſhun praiſe as much as you dell th 
ſerve it : you neither deſire not Þ 
want any thing of Fame. Bull le 
My Lord, I wanted a living ex4 g« 
exyple of a ſincere and devont love ſa 
4 SUS #0 exemplifie my| w 

Jſcomrſe : and though (God bel c« 
praiſed ) many more might bil p: 
found in this Church, yet you art| F 
one of the faireſt and moſt attra4| bi 
Five : inſonmch that though itl| Ii 
be eaſzer to write than to do well] v 


yet a better Pattern of a Religiom) tl 
Lif 


j— 


1] The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
rall Life might be drawn from your 
| eFions than from my diredions. 
wil - My Lord, I have juſt cauſe to 
ter] fear that TI have indulged my ge+ 
vel vive too far, and perhaps ſome 
'ehl will think that 1 would have God- 
ell lineſs to be Shorn, and Devotion 
# Recluſe from the World, which 
fl is far few my thoughts or deſires : 
 thouch I muſt confeſs that at firſt 
00] F intended a much different and 
tf leſs defeFive Treatiſe on this ſo 
6 good a ſubjeF had not other neceſ= 
of fery helps. as well as abilities been 
wanting. However at the beſt [ 
el could have added nothing to ſuch 
bel perſons as your Lordſhip. The 
rel Holy flames of Divine Love that 
&| burn in your heart have too much 
" light and fervency to have recei- 
þ1 ved any increaſe ſrom me : and 
ww} therefore I have not aimed at any 


fe A 4 thing 


© - The Epiſtle Dedicatory. * 
thing higher than only to 4; | 
weak and fix the Tncon({taerate 
But, My Lord z, though 1 canno 
in the leaſt profit you by this m 
poor labour, yet its being awn' dl 
you may be very aduvantagions 
me. Vour Reverend and. mucl 
Hononred name will not only cred 
dit and recommend my Book, bu 
alſo promote its deſign of winning 
affetionate Servants and Lov 
#o FESUS. This I know 
will rejoyce to do : Wherefore in 

- preſenting my Book to your Lord 
ſhip, I humbly beg your bleſſi 
on it. and its Author, Who is wit 
due reſpe&® and affedion, 


Your Lord(hips moſt dutiful 
| and molt humble Servant 


— ———_— 
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: I: probable that they, who theſe 
F many years, have cried out 
Popery (till they made way 
for it to come ) upon every thing they liked 
JS or underflood not, will ſtart and thinkthat 
| their. fears are come upon ow, at the 
"1 foht of the firſt Title-page : an 454 
I own Lay-Abbots will " be friobted as 
q it, as though the diſpoſſeſt Canobites: 
thj were coming again to lay claim to their 
old Manſions and fat Indowments. For 
my part I wiſh that theirs may be but 

pannick terrors 5. yet withal, I wif the 
might ſo far affet them, as t0 take the 
fr bave a preater- value for that. RE-- 
formed. .Religion,. and prerer worſhip: 

|. & ho ) 

I Which then ho would certainly loſe >- 
4 4: e. and: 
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nd the laſt pay Tithes Conſcienciouſly 
out of thoſe eſtates, which then they would 
be forced to reſign, And yet T may, and 
do aſſtre them, bat if they will read not 
only the Title, but the Book alſo, it will 
certainly cure them of their fears, if it 
works no better change-upon them : for its 
deſign is not «to alter the eftabliſhed Re- 
ligzon, but to. make us more devout and. 
ſincere in the pr-feſſion thereof, nor-yet to 
inrich any perſons with temporal eſtates, 
but to —_ ws gather treaſures in hea- 
ven, and-\{ct our affections on things 
above. 

That the age we le in, is greatly de- 
praved, i4 na obſervation of. mine 3 there 
are almoſt as. many that complain of 'it, 
#5 there are that contribute to the increa- 
ſing of its wickedneſs. *Tys in every mans 
month that vertue being diſgraced, vice it 
countenanced, and that the memerouſneſs 
ef its votaries,- makes it now impudent, 
4 well as faſhionable. Therefore it ſhould 
bg no difficult matter, to perſmade thoſe 


#þat bave any ſence of Religion, or longing 
afitrr 


— 
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after its rewards, that they ought not to 
conform 'themſelves to this preſent 
evil world, but chuſe a better pattern to 
live by. And tbe truth i4, it matters 
not much, whether theſe be worſe than 
the former times ;, for the way to life bath 
all along been (trcight and narrow, and 
found and followed but by tew : as that 
to deftruftion wide aud ſpacious, and yet 
crouded by thy many. Good: men have 
always lived in & perverſe and crooked 
generation : So that if it be now, as it 
bath ever been, thoſe that. will enter into 
life, mnt follow the narrow path, though 
tbey have but few fellow-travellers : and 
if it be worſe, they. muſt walkwith the 
eater care and warineſs, However it 
e, the difference muſt needs be very great, 
betwixt the lives. and - works of thoſe , 
whaſe reward- and condition will be ſo 
vaſtly different - at laſt. . And therefore 
whoever will go to beaven, had need 
at a great diſtance from that. world - 
which lieth in wickedneſs, and take s 
much contrary courſe, to thoſe many who 
£940 deſtrndion. . 
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But bow then ? Muſt we retire into © 
Thebais, with the Fathers of the de- 
fſert > Muft we confine our ſelves to the * 


ſolitude of a Monaſtick Cell > Or ſhall 


we become Dnakers, and profeſs the ſul» 


lenneſs of Melancholy F anaticks £ Why, 
truly in Popiſh Countries, tbe Cloiſter 
bath ingroſſed the name of Religion, and 
they nA 


Fryers hood, and tmbrace the Rule of 
ſome Religious Order : and amongſt us 
Puritaniſm bath uſurped the Name of 
Godlineſs 3 and ſome who, in truth or 


m pretence, abhor loofeneſs, or are re-- 


claimed from a vicious life, will too often 
forſake not- the World, but the Church; 
4s it were #0 preſerve the ftriineſs of a 
ſeverer vertue, in the Sactety. of a S 

rated Brother hood, *Tis not to be ed 
but that long before $. Auguſtine, and 
even from the begiuning, there hath been 


Civitas dei, & Civitas mundi, chil | 


dren of light , and” children of this 
world : or. to ae the modery — 


would be, or be thought to be . 
devont beyond others, do nfually put on a | 
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| the Godly, and the Wicked, Regular 
and Secular perſons. - Not becauſe ſome 


} have made new vows, wore diſtin ha- 


bits, or choſen new guides, and ſepara- 


| ted from the Church : but becauſe ſome 


have lived after the fleſh 3 ſome after 
the Spirit 3 that is, ſome have followed 
Gods revealed will, ſome onely their own , 
ſome have obeyed the precepts of Chriſt, 
and too many their own lufts and humors. 
However I would not make any exprobra= 
tions ageinft either Monks or Schiſma» 
ticks by diſobliging truths : rather com- 
mend what i praiſe worthy in them \, be- 
cauſe I would have. and "tis every Chrifti- 
ans duty, to be really devent , mortified 
and preciſe, without entring the Cloiſter 
or the Conventicle. 

For indeed I am ſomemhat Jealous, 
and not without reaſon, that the mgaging 
wen to be Religious and Vertuous, b 
other conſiderations beſides their Chriſtian 


| dirty, bath done ſome Prejudice to Reli- 


gion , becauſe now tvere be ſome that 
fanfie ſelf-denial. and contempt of the 
world 
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world to belong only t1 Friers, and other fr 


that to abſtain from ſwearing and drum 
keuneſr, is only the part of a Puritan! 
IL berexs Chriſtianity binds thoſe duties 
on all its Profeſſors, and every one, by his 
Baytiſmal vor is bound to perform them; 
though be doth not ſubmit himſelf #0 the 
Rule of $. Francis, or the diftates of the 
Aſſembly. 

Whatſoever things are true, what- 
ſoever things are honeſt, whatſoever 
things are juſt, whatſocver things are 
pure, whatſoever things are lovely, 
whatſoever things are of good re- 
port : if there be any vertue, if there 
be any. praiſe, think.on thele things, 


ſaith the Apoſtle, they are all parts of 


our duty. Whatever is good in.it ſelf, 
or any ways a means.to make us good, it 
commanded or recommended in holy Scrip» 
tare, is contained in the Chriftian Rule: 


wherefore T ſay the Chrifl ian Profeſſor de- 


ſigning to attain higher degrees of holineſs, 


the bigheſt pitch of Chriftian perfection at- 


tainable in this life, needs not ſeparate 


rom 


no 


fe 
hy 
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the Church, nor make new vorys 

nor wear diſtin babits : but only mind 

ſeriouſly, and ſincerely diſcharge the 0b- 

ligations which he lies under, mn being a 

Diſciple, and a Servant of the Holy 
FESUS. 

My deſign therefore is not ts Incloi- 


fer particular per- * Wy 
fas by tomy «oye ver 
farge Monaſtery of re, utqui nunc folt 
the whole Common- Religioſi vocantur, 
wealth, at leaſt to Parum Religioh vi- 
make every family a Ep — 
School of Vertite and Piety, and every 
man an Aſcctick and ſtriq lwer : wiſh- 
ing heartily with Eraſmus that they, 
who hitherto, have been called Preciſe 
and Religious, by way of appropriation, 
might juſtly loſe that name, by the more 
exemplary lives of all other Chriſtians. 
But though it be my wiſh, it 3s not my 
hope in the leaft, to ſee any ſuch thing 
come to paſs, by means of this-little vo- 
lame. Many neuch bigger and better have 
mt. been able to effegt it» They that will 
not 
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not hear Moſes and the Prophets,. nas 
Chrift the Lord - himſelf, will be fa 
enough from being perſmeaded by t 
meaneſt of his ſervants : And where t 
Text it ſelf is nat regarded, no Conement 
can fignifie much. I mean. that if th 
Holy Religion we own, be not able to re 
form our lives \, if the Goſpel which 
here preached and profeſſed in purity 

doth not make us holy, "tis in vain to exs 
ped any other inſtruments ſhould prevail. 
But yet our indeavonrs ought not. to be 
wanting , it may not be in vain to divers 
ſifie Chriſtian inſtruions \ ſeverall ways 
of perſwaſion may affett ſeveral. perſons i 
and ptrhaps that which to day is ſlighted, 
will to morrow make a deep impreſſion. 
However it is more or leſs the duty ( 

every one of us, with great $, Paul to trie 
all means that by any means we may 
fave ſome : at leaft that we may ſave 
our ſelves, that if thoſe arguments which 
we think moſt forcible cannot convince 
others, they may may. at leaſt move us #0 
take the better beed, that after we have 
xxcached 
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The PREFACE... 
preached to others, we our ſelves be 
not caſt-awa ys. 

Now to this end ( having obſerved how 
much in all caſes,men will >, and ſuffer for 
love) I bave thought nothing would more 
conduce, then to make a Chriſtian love God 
with a ſincere and devont affetlion : a de- 
vout love being undoubtedly not only the 
beſt part.,hut alſo the beſt inſtrument of true 
Religion > an irreconcilable enemy toſin > a 
friend,or rather a nurſe to all boly wertues, 

No enticement could have drawn pente 
tent Magdalen to any of ber former fins, 
whileft in the fervency of ber love, ſhe 
waſhed ber $ aviours feet with her tears ; 
end "tis known by experience that when 
reading, meditation, the ſight of a dying 
friend, or any ſuch thing, hath ſoftened 4 
mans heart into a religious temper, temp- 
tations will be then ſo far from 
vailing, that they durſt not ſo ms 
appear before bim. But when be returns 
to mind earthly things, and hath his 
thoupbts taken up again with the concerns 
of this preſent life, he finds that bis fpi- 


ritual 
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ritual ſtrength decays, by the ſame pro-| 


portions that his love becomes cold, and 
he grows indevout again. 

Love is the Queen, if not the fountain 
of paſſions, the great mover and governor 
of ations and affettions : conld we keep 
the fire of Divine Love always burning 
in our breaſts, it would be the moſt powers 
ful and beſt in(trument of Holy-living 3 
it would make ſelf-denial and the yoke of 
Chriſt eaſie, it would make atts of vertue 
and Religion pleaſant ; and it would 
make us delight in pleaſing God, as much 
45 we naturally do in pleaſing our ſelves. 
Therefore I have made it my aim and 
deſign in the following Pages, to ſeize 
upen the affeliions : to inkindle in the 


hearts of Chriſtians the heavenly flames | 


af the Ive of God, To that end, I have 
repreſented the more general benefits of 
God to-mankind, and eſpecially that of 
Redemption, by the greateſt demonſtration 
of love that ever ws given, the death of 
the Bleed FE SUS: which,if duty 
conſidered, would be an irrefiſtible motrve 
to 
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m love him. I have ſhewed the power, 
the pleaſiere, and the great advantages of 
love ; and I have wſed devout medita- 
Honr and ejacalations, 4s it were t0 
tranſport our ſouls to beaven by love, 
for to adore that God, whom love brought 
down from thence to ſave u. *Ty certain 
that moſt of them that periſh, periſh for 
want of conſideration and I have beard 
dying men wonder at themſelves, bow 
they could be ſo ſtupid, as not to mind 
thoſe things which are of an infinite con- 
cern, and ſhould rather take up all our 
thoughts and our cares, than be negleFed 
br forgot one only moment. Iſracl doth 
not anderftand, my people doth not 


Love ma þ ſaid to be that fire which 
God wack! have always to burn upn bis 
Altar, Lev. 6.12. that is, in our bearts, 
which are bis Temple, where the ſacrifices 
of good works an the incenſe of devation 
ſhould always be offered to him : now that 
facred fire muſt have fewel to entertain it , 
# muſt be nouriſhed by reading good books, 


an 


| every 
ouſly and often to conſider, what God is, 


The PREFACE 
and efpeci and pious medi- 
nk ocerg 7 rags an. 
as agg T could to feed thoſe boly 
bee} gg. A wo 


ſeri« 


what be hath done, what be doth, and 
what be will do for us, if we love bin 
ſincerely : as alſo, what we are, whence 
we -come, whither we go, and how eaſie 
# is for us to be eternally if we 
will ſet our affelions upon. God, who de- 
ſerves them ſo infinitely. Dowbileſs in« 
conſideration is the cauſe wby God is not 
loved ! It is not poſſible men could reſi 
the charms of bis love, if theywauld 


the eys of therr mind and of their Cob to 
view them 

But how few is there that mind atten- 
tively their obligations to love God ? how 
few that ſeriouſly ponder bow much it is 
their duty their intereſt to love him 
beartily, who is infinitely lovely in bints 
ſelf, and infinitely good to us ? or rather, 
boyo fully is the propheſie A —_— 
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ſhallabound and the love of many ſhall 
wax\cold, Mat. 24.12. To bow many 


Chriſtians 'might our Bleſſed Saviour now 
ſay, as once to the Jews, I know God 


that you have not the love of 
you, Fobn 5. 42. How juſtly might now 
$, Paul complain, all men fſeck their 
own, not-the things which are Jeſus 
Chriſt's, Phil. 2. 21. And bow juſtly 
might our Bleſſed Lord, the great lover 
of men, complain in the words of bis 
pole, I will gladly ſpend and be 
ſperit - for you 3 ( or rather, I have 
gladly bly and been fpent for you 
the more abundantly I ow 

you, the le(sI be loved, 2 Cor. 12.15, 

This want of Divine Charity, is 8 


I have obſerved, tht even amongſt hem 

that bope for heaven, the major part 

farther mow love, than in) i She 

pardon alvatien, wit 

Make any Rs ſuttable to thoſe nnge- 

ſerved and incomprehenſible mercies. = 
£ 
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gaenſt ſo much ftupidi ——_— 
I bave oppoſed m_ Polo 
Dis 297 or the Love of JE JESUS, 
which I hope will help to reinkjndle or at 
leaſt fitr up the holy fire in ſome __ 
fouls, by the argument. it ſelf, if 
other means. Whileſt my Reader Lek 
his mind on this mojt a and de- 
lightful ſubjeft, bis own thoughts will 
improve my conſiderations , and many 
better may be ſuggeſted to bim. And if 
any ways, I can occaſion his ſpiritual ad- 
vantage , and the glory of my Bleſſed 
Lord, I have attained my aim. And 
now have vo more to ſay by way of Pre- 
face, but that if T bave been ſo unhappy 
as to write any thing contrary to the Do- 
frine of the Church, I diſown and re- 
trat .it before hand, and would blot it 
out with my blood. : as for particular 
perſons, who may find fault with any 
tbing herein, T deſire them to paſ? it by. 
dt matters not mnch, if they lthg not every 


paſſage and. expreſſion 3 if they do but 
follom what they judge to be good, and 


approve | 
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approve my deſign, and love Feſus with 


A 
; all their hearts ;, it will be enough for 
J their projit and my ſatisfadiion. 

J He that loveth not, knows not 
, | God, for God is Love, 1 fohn 4. 9. 
h 
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Reformed Monaſtery ; 
Or, the Love of 


lESUS 
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T were as eafic to find out 
the bortomlefs depth of rhe 
inexhauſtible fountain of the 
Divine Bounty, as to fell the 
Streams which run from it 
Gods mercics are over' al 

his works, and all things that are niade, 

are a demonſtration as much of his good- 
neſs as of his being. IT will not therefore 
undertake to number what is innumerable, 

B or 


' 
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or to expreſs what we cannot ſo much 
comprehend : bur only infiſt briefly upot 
ſome of the moſt general benefits of Goc 
mankind, and inthe repreſenting of the 
endeavour to make us read our duty, 


to inflame our hearts with love. 


CHAP.I. 


Of the general Benefits of God to mats 
kind, and firſt of Creation, 


— 
4 a 


1-TT # God that hath made us and not w 
our ſelves, we owe him our veryk 
ing ; thine hands have made and faſhioned mii 
(faith David) thine eyes did ſee my ſubſtanc 
2ng yet imperfeft, and in thy book were allm 
members written.Plal.119.73.Let us ſay there 
fore with the ſame Prophet, 1 wll pra 
ghee, for 1 am fearfnlly and wonderfully made: 
PAl.134- 16. and let us with him, fall 
and bniel before the Lord ow Maker. ou knd 
that by the Laws x olga Natic ; 
there 1s an indi e tzon upe 
7 Galdren 10 Ive and honone thelr fie 
yents becauſe they brought them into thef © 
world : now certainly the obligation dou du 
every man, in reſpe& to his Fathy "© 


which is in heaven ; for our natural pare 15 
wer 
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' The Loveof FESUS. 3 
wefre bur ſecond cauſes under him, his own 
ir was that form'd and created us : 
engendred our mortal bodies only, he 
is the Father of ſpirits, he himſelf gave being 
to our immortal ſouls, Therefore ler eve- 
ry man pay to his Maker thoſe duties he 
would expe from his child : If I am 2 
Father co God) where is mine honour ? 
Mal. 2.5. If from our heavenly Father we 
have received our life and being, let us 
pay that reſpeR, and love and obedience 
oo nf ay which thereby are become his due. 
Bur there is yet more in this ; Creation 
is nota tranſient a& ; the ſame power thac 
+ wi Once gave us our being, doth ſtill exert i 
y be ſelf m the conz1mmarion thereof, When a 
' w;ll child is born, he ſubfiſts by himſelf, his 
parents need not take any care, that he re- 
11 mf £arns nor to his priſtine conditi-n : but we 
1ereh have the ſame dependance upon God 1n our 
a ſervation as we had in our creation ; 
ade! kd he withdraw his Almighty hand, we 
lom} ſhould return to our firſt nothing 3 3n him 
nk we live and move , and have our being 1 
ions Therefore we are the more bound to ſerye 
a 4nd love him, that he not cnly made us to 
. Þal be 3 bur gives us, as it were, a new hein 
o the very moment, by continuing our life an 
durati n by that Almighty will, whereby 
oh fie effeRed our firſt produftion 
rew? Now if we conſider further,not onely thas 
wer God made us, but what he made us, 1t will 
B 2 yet 
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inforce thoſe bonds of duty, which Creation 
tied upon us. For it was in our Maker 
power, eitker to make us vile and abje& af u 
the vileſt of beaſts, or to deny us thoſe facubf (1 
ries and abilities, which are moſt honourable} z; 
and moſt uſeful ro our nature : but he made 
us Men,the-moſt wonderful of his crearurey 
in us he NG what heaven and carth had 
moſt excellenr, an immortal Spirx, cres 
ted after his image, with the moſt elabs/ 
rated, the moſt perfe& of material .o'h 


Tale a view of the marvcllous organs © 
ſenſes, cf the curious contrivance of 
joints and ligaments which unite thy ſeverd 
members, of thoſe various and delicar 
channels which contain thy blood and f 
rits; in a word of all the parts and paſſc 
of thy body, which arc all made fer neces 
fity and comelineſs ; and then admire t 
cat goodneſs, as well as wiſdom of t 
Creator 3 and ſay with the Plalmiſt , &t 
thou art ſearful'y and wonderfully made, © 
that Gods works ar? very Marue. l0#5. 
After this let thy thoughts dive deepe 
and conſider thine interior ſenſcs ; « 
myſterious union of thy ſoul and brdy 
with the beauty of that Divine Light wii 
we call Reaſon ; thy memory, thy wik 
thine underſtanding, which are the facuy Pc 
ties of thy precious ſoul, which 15 not ow 
created after Gods 1mage 3-but 15 capat 
and deſirous to enjoy him : and then i 
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how numerous, or rather innumerable are 
the benefirs which God hath beſtowed upon. 
us in our creation; and how juſt it is that we 
ſhould love him, that we ſhon!delorifie God, 
in our Body and #n our Spirits, which are Gods. 
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CHAP. II. 


ngs:| 
' How much we are obliged to God for our 


| Preſervation, 


Reſervation comes next to be conſider- 
ft 4 <d; a benefit of very yy extent, 
$ and well deſerving that rank, the Church 
hath placed ir in, in —_ it the ſubjze& 
of our daily thankſgiving 3 for ever ſmce 
man changed the impenetrable arm ur of 
ipod! Righteouſne(s, for a thin coverin 
of fig-leaves, he became ſo defenſleſs, an 
et expoſed ro ſo many ſharp and wound- 
ng arrows, that ſhould not Divine Prote- 
on jnterpoſe for ro ſhelter and ſecure 
i} him, his ecmporal Life would be a true 
and a ad Emblem of Eternal Death. It ap- 
8 pears by the hiſtory of patient 7b, rhat If 
js we were not fenced about with the hedge.of 
ab a: graciovs providence, we ſhould find that 
1 & all creatures conſpire our yexation and 
B 3 rune, 
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rume. God had no fooner broke the i 
eloſure; but aff::&1ons crowded in fo faſt 
npon that happy man, that mn a ſhort time- 
there remained norhmg of his former 
proſperity, but a bare and bitter remems 
brance, to make the ſenſe of his preſent 
miſery more grievous. There 1s no man, 
but 1s expoſed to all the greateſt Calamities 


that ever bcfel any of the Sons of Adamey - 


-nd there is none able by his own power, 
to detend himſelf againſt the leaſt of them, 
Fortune and accidents (port themſelves (if 
I may fo {pezk) with our goods and eſtates; 
Moths fret our garments, ruſt cankers our 
metals, thieves break through and ſteal our 
r1ches or cNe they mabe to themſelves wings 
andl fly awarbefidn their own corrupribality 
which of it ſclf would conſume them, w 
are expoſed ro ſo thafly hazards, that t 
would be as impertinent, as 'cis 1mpoſhble 
ro number all the ways and means, wheres 
by men are affixed with loſſes, and 
brought to poverty : only from hetnce we 
may juſtly 1nfer, that the ſame God wh 
gives ns all things richly to enjoy, muſt alſ” + 
cure them 1n our poſſeſſion, or elfe we cer- 
taihly loſe them. 

If we look on our ſelves, we ſhall hike 
the Prophets man in Dothan, 2 Kings 6, 
ſee armed enemies on all ſides of us ; our 
ſpirirual enemies are many, ſtrong, and fill 
of rage atid malice ; and yer we have no 
defence 
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defence againſt them : but that God makes 
his heavenly hoſt, ro wait on our ſafety, in- 
camps his Angels about us, to be an inviſible 
guard againſt our invifible enemies, and nor 
only ſo, but to ſecure us alſo from thouſands 
of ſudden and ſad accidents, which might 
every moment befall us. All creatares are 
now furmſhed with a ſting wherewith they 


' may either vex or kill us, The elements and 


all compounded bodies, the air we breath, 
and the food that nouriſheth us, all things 1n 
nature, and all things in chance, may be- 
come our cormentors or murtherers. Nay, 
we carry (words and daggers 1n our own b, 
ſoms ; we have within our ſelves rhe matter 
of all (or's of diltempers ; not ane joint 10 
our bodies but may be afflitcd with the 
out 5 Not one humour, but may overflow 
Ks banks, and quench the light of Reaſon, 
or the fire of Life ; Not one pore or part 
within or without, but may uncxpeedly, at 
all eirmes, and in all places, become an en- 
trance to death and ſortow. Tn the midſt of 
ſo many and great dangers, I were impoſli- 
ble for-us ro tfand one moment, but that God 
defends ws under bis wings and breps us ſafe une 
der his featbers,Pſal.90. as the Plalmiſt ſpeaks, 
and fo the. ble{ſings of immunity, which 
moſt men (1ight, or overlook, are never 
h to be acknowledg'd, but deſerve the 
thanks of a whole life. Me dwell meder the 
defence ofthe moſt high, an4 abide under the 
ſhadow. 
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ſhadow of the Almighty * therefore let 14 [@ \ 
our love upon bim and glorifit him. | 


CHAP. III. 
Of the poſitive Bleſſings of this life, 


He Poſitive Bleſſings of this life, are 
now to be expoſed to view ; butof 

them, 1 may uſe the words of the Pſalmiſt, ; 
If 1 would yeckon and ſpeak of them, they an | 
more 3n number than can be numbred, Plal. 40, 
Health and- ſtrength, and comlineſs, with 
Mmduſtry and learning, are ſhared amo 

the ſons of men in ſeveral proportions :a 

foare good friends and a good name, peace, 
plenty and pleaſures; any one of thoſe ſingle, 
might make a rich __ for one man, 
for each, within 1c (elf contains many rich 
and precious bleſſings : yer oftentimes,God | 
unites all, or moſt of theſe rogether, to | 


crown us with loving kindneſs and tender mr. * 
cies, Pſal. 103. The works of creation, and ? 
the works of providence are not more nu- 
merous, than the graces and gifts of God 
to mankind ; any one that ſbould ſeriouſly } 
medicate upon this ſubjze&, would find « 
multiply and increaſc almoſt ro — 
an 
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and would be forced to break off with the 


exclamation of David; Lord, what # mas, 
that thou art mindful of him, and the ſon of 
man, that thou ſo regardeſt bim ? Pal, 8, 4. 
God renews his mercies to us every day 
rogether with our lives z every hour, we 
eat of the ſatniſs of his bouſ:, drink of the riuce 
o bis pleaſure, Pſal. 36, and receive the 
weet emanations that flow continually from 
the fountain of life. 

But of thoſe benefits which God pours . 
open hands upon us, how many are there 
that paſs unregarded ! we uſually mind, not 
what we receive,but what we defire.Let hea- 
ven rain Manna ncver fo thick upon us,if we 
wiſh for Quails, Angels food ſhall be unſavory, 
and perhaps diſtaſtful. They that long for 
great and wcll covered tables, find no reliſh 
1n their daily bread ; they that purſue after 
wealth, look not on the bleſſings of com- 
petency ; they that aſpire to honour, re- 
ceive health, food and raiment, rather 
with a diſdainful anger, than with thank- 
fulneſs ; all the favours we receive from 
God, arc unobſerved or ſighted as long as 
he doth nor gratifie our humour with whar 
we deſire, and even thoſe gifts whereof 
we are moſt ſenſible, are ſoon laid in ob- 
livion ; an hours - pain will cauſe m 
longer pleaſures to be forgotren ; and if 
God ſends evil upon us only for one day, 
it makes us forget the many good things, 

B g which 
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which- we for many years received from: 


hmm. This F fay, becauſe many mens wn« 
ſatiableneſs and ingratirude makes them 
overlook moſt of Gods blefimgs ; deſpiſe 
what they have, and value only what they 
have not ; end ſo murmur and complain 
when uy ſhonld give thanks. But who- 
ever ſhall diligently obſerve all the gracious 
diftriburtons of that God, who always gi- 
veth to all men, being dehtor to none ; all 


the fapplics and comforrs we receive from 


hit, will heaftily ſay with the Pſalmiſt, 0 


laze the Lord all ye bus Saints, and, O that: 


mn woutd therefore praiſe the Lord, for his 
g04neſs, and atclare the wonders that be abth 


for the children of men ; that they would exalt | 


hi n the congregation of the people , and praife 
him in the ſtat of tht elders, Plal. 31. 107. 


CHAP. IV. 


What veluens we ſhould make for tens | 


poral Bleſſings, 


Hoſe Benefits we have hitherto mett.. 


tioacd, we receive as we are meh, | 


that, from the free goodneſs of our 
gracious God, we are his people, and the ford 
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by paſture; we are, and we have nothing 
that 15 good, but 1t comes from him ; he 
made us, he preſerves us, and he provides 
for us : therefore, © go your way inte his 
gates with thanſgiving and into his courts with 
praiſe, be thanbful unto him, and ſpeak good + 
of his name. It was Jacob's vow, that if Ged 
would keep him, and give him food and 
raiment, whilſt he ſojourned in Haran, ther 
the Lerd ſhould be bis God : Now what was 
his vow ſhould be our reſolution and pra- 
Fice ; God feeds, and cloaths, and de- 
fends us, therefore ought he to be our 
God; That 1s, we ought ro own him for 
ſuch by faithful ſervice and hearry obedt- 
ence, Therefore, 1. Let us pay our bout- 
teous BenefaRor, the juſt and cafe tribute 
of Praiſe and Thanſgiving, for our creation, 
reſervation, and all the blefhngs of this 
ife. 2. Ler us ſet apart daily, ſome of 
that time which he gtves ns, for a&s of 
Worſhip and Religion. 3. Let ws honony 
the Lord with our ſubſtance; either 1n ſecret - 
charities or publick offerings, paying him - 
an acknowledgment, that he 1s our Land- 
tord ; and laftly, ler us apply - our ſelves to 
obſerve his Laws, to do was pleaſerh htm 3 


becauſe we are not our own, we owe our 
ſelves ro him, we are his, he gave ns our 
being. Theſe are a&s of natural Religion, 
and them we owe to God, as he 1s our 
Creator and Benefadtor,, 
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CHAP. V. 
Of the mercies of Redemption, and firſt, 


a conſideration of the infinite miſeries 
we were redeemed from... 


Ow are to be conſidered the benefits 


we receive from God as we are fit- 
ners ; the mercies of our Redemption 4 
how God our Creator is become 7E S U.S, 
our Saviour ; how after having given, us 
many good things, he at laſt gave himſelf 
for us, And that we may the better under. 
ſand the greatneſs of this unſpeakable and 
Divine Mercy, ct our meditat1on deſcend 4 
whule 1nto that bottomleſs gulf of perdition, 
wherein we were plunged by nature, in 
this plain manner. Repreſent to thy ſelf a 
man 1n.. 7ob's condition, having added t9 
his ulcers and poverty all .che ſaddeſt cala-. 
miries that ever affiited any man upoy 
earth, eſpecially the remorſes and horrors 
of a. gulity and tormented conſcience, cry- 
Ing out. of impatience and _— wich 
Cain, my pain u greater than 1 can bear. This 
unhappy creature having for many years 
barn the. uncaſie weight of - his miſericy 


linger'd 
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tinger'd out a tedious and diſconſolate life, 


_ { isat laſt ſtruck to the heart with a morcal 


— 


_ 
> 


wound and dies, and fo paſſeth from tem- 

| ro eternal ſorrows ; he falls into a 
5% of fire and brimſtone, a place where 
there is nothing but woe and darkneſs, 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth ; where 
there is no company bur of rormented and 


* rormentors ; nothing to be ſeen but what 
| js frighrful, no voices to be heard but curſes, 


ſhrieks and lamentations, where there 1s 


{the abſence of all good, and tie preſence 


of all evil ; where men defere to die, and 
atath flees away from them. 

This is the fulneſs of his miſery, that is 
ſtall have no end, that he muſt dwell with 
everlaſting burnings 3 their fire is not quench» 
ed, and their worm dies not. If weeping but 
one tear every day, he might ex ro 
be releaſt, afrer he had wept as- much as 
would make an ocean, It would be ſome 
comfort ! but at the end of ſo many milli- 
ons of years as would ſufhce to weep a Sea, 
his torments will be.as far from endingas 
the firſt day they began : and if after this 
manner in proceſs. of time, he ſhould ſhed 
tears enough to make. many more ſeas, yet 
ſtill ic might be truly aid, this - z5 - but the 
beginning of ſorrows ; ſtill there is an into- 
lerable Eternity to come ; for after as ma- 
ny thouſands of millions of years as tongue 
can expreſs or heart comprehend ; Eter- 
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nity is nothing lefſened ; NHI it is whath 
was before, an abyſs of duration that ea/ do 
have no end; this excludes all comfort,yhil fo 
fills his foul with a woful deſpair, this bj ht 
another hell in the midit of hell, whidl ot 
inrageth him, and perpetually torrureshyl art 
mind, to think that there will be no all rur 
of his ſufferings, that he can conceive m! the 
hope of being delivered : but that he muff! ſay 
bear to all Eternity, what every motnent} thy 
!s intolerable ! O dreadful eternity, who) thy 
can ſeriouſly rhink of thee and not tremb&] wa 
Now 1f thou doſt ask for what reaſon thi} | 
wretched creature 15 thus tormented, know 
that it 15 for ſin ; becaufe his firſt pareng 
broke the Law of their Creation, and 
followed their footſteps ; they invol 
. him firſt in the guilt of a wicked rebelli 
againft God, and afterwards by his 
atts he made himſelf yet more criminal 
by nature he was a child of wrath, and 
he became fo, yet more by his own tran 
prefſions ; he was /o/4 under ſin, and tha 
he became a willing ſlave to it ; his 
thoughts, words and works being evil, 
that continnally, he forſook God, and df 
honoured him, and profeſt _ agai 
him, and oppofed his depraved will 
Gods Holy Will, and fo became obnox! 
to the mfmre juſtice of God, which t 
fore juſtly infli&s rhis deſerved puniſhm 
epon him, a 
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&th] And now, if knowing the reaſon, thou 
e</ doſt inquire after the perſon, who by being 
thil fo unholy , 1s become fo extremely wn- 
 þ} happy 3 1 could ſay with the Prophet, thou 
wel art the man, this is thy parrimony, as thou 
tal art a child of Adam; this thou art by na- 
el! rure : bur the divine m_ hath reſcued 
©! thee from rhis miſery, and therefore I muft 
nut; ſay, thou wert the man, this muſt have been 
ent! thy caſe, had nor the Holy 7Z$S #$ workt 
*} thy Redemption by means as wonderful, as 
*! was his pity and charny. 
tk} Bur before I proceed, I muſt alfo pro- 
You pound'bne queſtion. Two men are equally 
indebted, and equally unable to pay; the 
one is pariently forborn and ar laſt freely 
xquitred, the other 15 caſt into the dun-. 
geo, and a while after compaſſionately 
releaſt and fer ar liberty ;-I demand, 15 not 
he thar never entred the priſon, as much 
bound to love his generous creditor, as he 
that was delivered our of it ? yes, doubtleſs, 
or rather more : becauſe his debr 1s alfo for- 
given, and yet he is freed from thart trouble 
and forrow, which his fellow debtor under- 
nem, Why then, thy gractous Redeemer, 
by faving thee from the horrors and ror-. 
ments of Hell, hath laid on thee, ar leaſt as 
t obhipations ro love him, as if he had 
phr thee our of ir, afrer- chou hadft 
been long derained therem. Therefore I 
defire, thou . wouldſt bring thy _-" 
ac 
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back again-to that unpleaſant abode, and 
conſider thy ſelf as if thou wert ſhut up1n | 
that diſmal dungeon, and then expreſs what | f 
thou wouldſt give to be releaſt, what thou| | 
wouldit do for him that ſhould bring thee - 
out of that horrible and bottomleſs pit, 
I know that they that are affiied with n 
ſharp pains and grievous ſickneſles, would } * 
urchaſe health with all the wealth they! © 
ave ; and I believe no reward would hire 
a man to hold his hand in the fire bur for | \* 
one hours time : therefore I doubt not but wh 
that, if it were in a mans power, he would 
- give this, and a thouſand more worlds, to 
be brought out of an ever burning furnace: ef 
and I am perſwaded, that if thou wile ſuffer - 
thy fancy to be a&ive in framing. the black of 
and dreadful ſcene of helliſh horrors about 
thee, thou: wilt then hearrily. ſay : Were 
I owner of the whole univerſe, I would 
joyfully give it, to come out of theſe ever- 
burning flames which rorment my . body, 
and to be freed from this never dying worm ; 
the remorſes of my o_ conſcience, 
which torture my ſoul ; but becanſe I have 
nothing, freely would I give my ſelf to 
him, To ſhould bring me out of this woful 
place, OI would follow hith any where, 
do any thing that he ſhould command me, 
mmbrace his = kiſs the ground they tread 
on, and give him all the demonſtcations 
a ſincere and pailionate Loye |! 
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Well, thy peticjon is granted, before* twas 
eſented;the Love and Mercy of ZES #$S 
th prevented thy requeſt, and diſtreſs : 

Now make good thy vows and reſolutions ; 

Love and Serve 7ES4#S thy Redeemer, 

and give thy ſelt up wholly ro him. I know 

that many may be good Chriſtians, with- 
out being ſnatcht out sf the fire, without theſe 
terrors and affrighrments : but I am ſhew- 
ing what our condition had been without 

a Saviour, what is that gulf of perdition, 

whence ZES4S$S hath ſaved us, if we 

mll be ſaved by him : and I mention theſe 
igbting truths to perſwade men; ro be mo- 

tyes of an ative and a vchement Love. 

For *ris too obſervable, that few men ſeri- 

quſly conſider what Redemption means, what 

t was we were redeemed from, elſe the 

could not be fo indevyour, fo diſobedient, fo 

unthankful ro their Saviour. S. Paul ſup- 
poſmg, as I do here, that without Chriſt 
we were already dead and periſhr, makes 
tthe reaſon of that Conſtraizing Love which 
enabled him and other Primitive Chriſti- 
ans, to ſuffer ſo patiently, and a& ſo zea- 
buſly for JESUS ; The low! of Chyift 

(faith he ) conſtraineth us, becauſe we thus 

judge, that if one died for all, then were all 

drad ; as If he ſhould ſay, we were cer- 
ainly dead, irrecovcrably loſt, had not 

Chriſt died, to purchaſe life and ſalvation 

vel for us : therefore we cannot chuſe bur love 

him, 
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him, and it is no wonder if that love be 
ſtrong, and if we are governed and a&ed | . 
by it. That thou maiſt therefore love af- | 
fetionately and live religioully, confider | 
ſeriouſly that death, the miſery of that 
» condition wherein cthou were, and ever | 
muſt have been, hadſt thou not a J7ESWS, | F 
a merciful Saviour and Redeemer. I might ? 
add, that we were delivered from the 
power and ſlavery, as well as from the | 
condemnation of fin: but this is included in / 
the other, it being impoſſible to be ſaved 
from the wrath to come , without bringing | © 
forth fruits meet for repentance : and as ith, i 
mercy and grace on s parc, fo on oury 
it 1s matter of duty and earneſt indeavyour, 
and muſt be che reſult and effe& of ow 
love, firſt ther we offend nor, and theo 
chat we ſerve diligently, and fairhfully him 
that redeemed us from ow vain converſation 
and gxve himſelf for us, that we being ded 
wete ſon, might live unto righteouſneſs. 
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CHAP. VI. 


How graciouſly and wonderfully we were 
redeemed. 


will be to conſider the manner how 
car redemprion was effetted, and the _ 
thar was paid for it, thus. The Bleſſed Son 


/ ner ingagement to love and obey 


| of God, the Second Perfon of the Ever 


orious Trinity undertook that work him- 
if which none elſe could perform : for #s 
mn, and for our ſalvation, bt tame down from 
hrrv?n, and was incarnate by the Holy Ghoſt 
of the Virgin Mary, und was made man. In 
_— = of his, mira- 
cles and mercies feem 
6 vicone with ano» Qt Sto Jo 
ther 3 that the Gol puyir, ſe4argetos paſtit, 
of erergity ſhould be Aug. $er. de puritic, 24 
born in time , that 
the Creator of all things ſhould he the Son 
of a Creature ; thatrhe moſt highetft ſhould 
abaſe himſelf ro-the low condition of a ſer- 
fant; that God ſhould become ah infant, 
k a miracle of Love, which we catradmire 


and adore, by never fully comprehend. 
The 
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The greatneſs of God is unſearchable, his 
eXcellencies and perfe&ions are incom- 
prehenfible, he 1s 1nfinitely good, power- f 
ful, wiſe, and hely : Man contrariwiſe, is 
18 himſelf wicked and weak, ignorant, im- 
pure and miſerable, there js ſo great a diſ- 
proportion berwixe God and man, fo 
wide, 1o immenſe a » 
Hec eſt menſura amoris, diſtance,that nothing | 
—_— ye = than an _— | 
wn 1p —_ 79 love could have lled | 
few i — oy up the gulf berwixt 
thoſe rwo ſo different 
natures, and: united ! | 
them into one perſon. *Twas never ſeen | } 
that a ſhepherd would creep upon all four, | 
and cover himſelf with a ſheep-skm, to call 
his flock out of danger, and to expoſe him. } |} 
ſelf for ir: but the good ſhepherd did much} & 
more! When he came to lay down his lije fr} C 
bis loſt and wandering ſheep, and gather 8 
mM 


them into his fald ; he took on him, no | 
only the likeneſs, but the very nature of 
them : he became the Lamb of God, thathej} « 
might be rhe ſhepherd of mankind. Though 
he was infinitely more above man, thet 
men are ahove beaſts, yet he became th# de 
Son of man, that he might become the S-4 m 
viour of men. *Twas never ſeen thatdj an 
Sovereign Prince would ſeek to-reduce tof be 
loyalry: the moſt abje& of his rebelliiow? Tec 
cubjegs, by. mixing blooud wxh them, me 
—_ 
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uniting their families rogether : but behold 
the Supreme Monarch of heaven and carth 
contra&s a near affinity with his ungrateful 
rebels, who are as vile and miſcrable, as 
they are criminal, that he may free them 
from their guilt, and win them to their du- 
ty and their happineſs. Proud and wretch- 
ed ſinner ! thou wouldſt be fo far from cn- 
tring into the kindred of meaner perſons, 
thoſe that are much thine inferiors, that 
thou canſt hardly endure to be in their 
company : and behold, the moſt Glorious 
and Holy God, thine offended Sovereign, 
is become thy near relation, is become thy 
Brother, that he may win thine afﬀfe&ions 
and become thy Saviour, 

His life, all along, was a continuation of 
his great mercy and humility, hz went about 
doing good, healing all manner of diſcaſes 
Corporal and Spiritual, giving excellent in- 
ſtrudtions and great examples of vertue. 
But what we now conſider, and what ſhould 
moſt affe ns, 15s, that for our ſakes he was 
4 man of ſorrows an acquainted with grief, 
all the time of his abode here below. At 
his firſt entrance into the world, he was 
degraded, even below the condition of the 
meaneſt infants, being born in a Stable 
and laid in a Manger ; eight days after he 
began to be numbred among the tranſereſſors, 
recelving the bloody and painful Sacra- + 
ment of Circumciſion , which belonged 

only 


em 
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only to ſinners ; in his youth he livedin 
verty and obſcurity, and was ſubje& to f 
1s Parents ; when he manifeſted himfek 
to the world, then he perpetually endured 
the contradiction of ſinners 3 beſides that he F 
lived upon alms, becoming poor for 1s, who 
was Lord of all: he wanted even timeto " 
eat what the charity of pious perſons af- 
forded him, and had not ſo much as a place 
where be might reſt bis head. He was tempred 
of Saran, that he might ſuccour thoſe that ar | 


JS I 


———y 
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tempted, he often watcher whole nights to | 
Prayer, and was often faint with rireſome | 
journeys, and hunger, and thirſt : and 
what 1s yet worſe, he was daily perſecuted | 
by ingrateful men, for whom he endured 4 
all this. They flandered htm with falſe 

imputations of being a glutton and a wine» 
bibber ; his kind and charitable affability 
in converſng with nored ſinners, was made E 


matter of accuſation, as if he had conſented 
to their evil deeds ; his Divine Dodrine þ 1. 
was derided, as if proceeding from mad-f 
neſs ; the miracles which he wrought inf p; 
their behalf, were ſaid to be done by (or-F ,,, 
cery, and packt with Beelzebub : and to all | 
theſe diſgraces and contumelies, they would { ,c, 
often have added violence, and ſtoned hinf jp, 
ro death, had he not eſcaped our of thei jq | 
hands by a haſty flight. noth 
Lord, thou hadſt compaſſion on theF yy « 
mulritudes, becauſe they had followed = 
thru 
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three days, and had nothing to eat, Mat. 15.32. 
and thou livedſt above three and thirty 
' 4 years, waiting upon thy baſe and fugitive 
, who were become thine enemies, 
ſeeking to prevent their rume, by the afli- 
' }} duity of thy care and kindneſs ! O fad in- 
|! gratitude, that we ſhould be ſo ſoon weary 
| inſerving thee, when thou wert ſo patient 
| and indefatigable in aRing and ſuffering 


ka 


for us, for our happineſs and our falyarion, 


[ 
| 


CHAP. VII. 


A conſideration of the Croſs in #ts four 


dimenſions. 


| 

k 
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t 
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c Ur if we defire to be rooted aud grounded 
d in love, Eph. 3. 17. and to compre- 
y hend with all Saints the immenſe charity 
r 

ll 

d 

m 

ir 

he 
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"| of the Son of God, which paſſeth knowledge, 
ny which infinitely exceederh all Learning 1n 
"F profitableneſs and excellency, then mea» 

the love of Chriſt, by the dimenſions 
of his Croſs, the breadth and the length, 
the depth and the height thereof, for there- 
Mm love appears in its full extent, fo that 
nothing can be added toic. Thattheeter- 
nal Son of God, would became our Brother, 
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by becoming Man, and would live-in Py 
verty and Contempt, was very much : hat 
that afterwards he would die for us, in that 
manner as he did, is the greateſt wonder 
thatever the world ſaw. And indeed, there 
hapned more prodigies when he died, thay 
than at all other times of his humiliation 
the Sun hid himſelf, darkneſs overſ; 
the whole world ; the earth ſhook, the 
ſtones and rocks were rent, the graves wat 
opened, and the vail of the Temple ws 
divided in twain z; Nature ſeemed to k 
amazed to ſee her God ſuffer and dic uy 

a Crols : greater love hath no man than thi 
that a man lay down his life for his friend, ts 
true man cannot poſſibly domore : I, bet .. 
ZFESU4S did much more, hewas God,tha! 
he became man that he might die for hi 
enemies, This is it, whereof S. Pai ſpeak 
when he ſaith that ir was never conceived 
ſeen, how great are the things which- Gol 
hath prepared for them that love him z n 
ſpeak (faith he) the wiſdome of God in a my 
eventhe bi.lden wiſdom which none of the Pri 
of this world bnew, for bad they known it, 
would never have crucified the Lord of glory: 
as it tswritten, eye bath xot ſten,nor ear b 
neither is it entred into the heart of man, 
things which God bath prepared for them 
love him, but God bath revealed them tow 
his Spirit. It appears that he ſpeaks (! 
of the bliſs of heayen,but) of the cruciti 
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of our Bleſſed Saviour, which to the Jews 
was a ſtumbling block, and to the Gentiles 
fooliſhneſs, and which neither the ſenſes 
nor the reaſon of man could ever com- 
prehend ; bur, as a hidden myſtery was 
made known to Chriſtians, by the reyela- 
tions of the all-knowing Spirit of God. To 
underſtand therefore as much as may be, 
this never fully underſtood and never ec. 
nough admired love of our Redeemer, in 
dying for us, lct us in the firſt place view 
the Breadth of his Croſs ; that 1s, the va- 
riety of the torments he endured for us, in 
the laſt ſtage of his uneafie pilgrimage. 
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A. 


CHAP. VIE: 


The Breadth of the Croſs, or the mani- 
fold Suffermgs of Chriſt for our Re- 


demption. 


+: 


W- may begin with the manner of his 
apprehenſion ; he was taken as if 
he had been a pnblick enemy ro mankind 
a thief or. a murtherer, with ſwords and 
ſaves, with rudeneſs and violence ; he was 
betrayed by one of his Diſciples, forſaken 
by the reſt, and then bound and dragg'd, 
rom place to place by thoſe he had in- 

C ſiruged 


——— 


.and clubs, and pur a recd inſtead ofa ſceps 
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ſtruKed and fed, .and in whoſe behalf he 
had wrought miracles. He was called an 
impions blaſphemer, and voted guilty of 
death, for confeſling a great and nec "1 
truth, that he was the only Son of God. Af- 
rerwards he was expoſed a whole night to 
the indignities and mockeries of his in- 
ſulting enemies ; they ſpet upon his ſweet 
and glorious face , _ yailed him, and 
fmote his head and buffeted him ; and as 
if he had been a contemprible 1deor, tobe } 
made ſport withal, they bad him prophe- 
fie, gheſs who gave him the blows. He was 
accuſed before the Roman Pretor, as being 
#lewd malefa&or, a rebellious traitor who 


ſubverted the people, and forbad to pay tributt 
to Czſar. From thence he was ſent to Ki 

Herod, where he was ſet at nought, and' 
abuſed by him and his Souldiers, and then } 
ſent back with (corn and contempr to Ph 
(ate. Afterwards Barrabbas a ſeditious mur- 
therer was preferred to him, and a loud 
clamor raiſed by the people, that he might 
be crucified and pur to death. Then was 
he whipr before their eyes, tied to a poſt 
like a vile ſlave, and expoſed to the ſervile 


rods, whites they plough'd furrows upon bit 
back, as the Prophet ſpake ; the Souldiers 
took him, platred a Crown of thorns and 
preſt it on his head, till the blood run of 
all ſides ofhim ; they beat him with canes 
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rer in his hand, and when he was all over 
ſpittle and blood they brought our their 
mock-King, and Plate preſented him to 
the people, and ſaid, bebold the man, think- 
ing to move them to pity, by ſo ſad a ſpe- 
Racle ; but nothing leſs than his death 
would fatisfie their _ cruelty : there- 
fore he was condemned, and then abuſed 
afreſh by the Souldiers, and loaded with" 
his Croſs and driven out of the City to 


{ Mount Goleotha, Now here begins a new 


ſcene of ſorrows ; the afflited Son of Mer, 
having loſt much blood, and ſuffered fo 
much ; having been rudely haled from the 
arden to Annas, from Annas to Caiphas, 

rom Caipbas to Pilate, from Pilate to Herod, 

from Herad to Pilate again, and from thence 
to the place of his Execution, arrives 
at laſt, faint and weary , and ſorrowful 
upon Mount Calvary, where he was to 
de ; here his hands and feet (which are 
moſt ſenſible parts of our bodies, by being 
moſt full of nerves ) were pierced through, 
and nailed to the Croſs ; and though there ' 
was a ſeat where to reſt his body, as the 
Ancients ſay, yet the Croſs being lifr up, 
and put into the hollowneſs of the ground 
to make ir ſtand upright , his wounded 
body was ſhaken and affeed, doubtleſs 
with a moſt acute pain. He was expoſed 
naked, not only to the view of the multt- 
tades, but alſo to the open air, which was 
| C 2 extremely 
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extremely cold, in-that the-Sun was, hid; 
he was burnt inwardly with an. exceſſive * 
heatand drineſs, being tired with ſo many | 
Journeys , and being exhauſted of (pirits 
and moiſture, by his ſorrows and bleeding, 
inſomuch that he complained of this above 


C 


all his other ſufferitigs, crying out, 1 thirf, 
(though we may ſay, that he thirſted moſt | 
our happineſs, that he thirſted to drink out | 
the dregs of his bitter cup, that we might ? 
drink the cal of Salvation. ) He wanted the * 
uſe of his hands and feet, being tied to 
ſuffer, ſo that he could not ſo much as ſtir, 
nor wipe. the blood off of his face, he wa 
afflifted with the ſight of his affli&ted Mo- 
ther, who from her wounded foul refle&ed 
ſorrow upon her dying Son and Saviour, 
His ſoul was alſo, as it were crucified, by ! 
the ſenſe of the Divine Anger againſt the 
fins of men, for the which he was maki 
expiation, inſomuch that he complaine 
that God had forſaken him. And laſtly, 
his hearr-ſtrings were broke, and his body 
deprived of life, by a moſt violent and 
bitter death. And now, who ſhall not love 
FESWUS 2? and who ſhall not admire that 
ove which is expreſt in the breadth of the 


Croſs ? Lord, how exceeding broad was 


thy Croſs, which contained ſo many ſorts 
rorments! Nothing can be compared to 


it, but thy charity, which made thee take 
i up, that. we might be charged with Fe 
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thing, but a pleaſant and eaſie yohe !' But 
Lord, why do we, moſt vile and finful 


| creatures refuſe to bear thy lizht burthen, 


when thou the Moſt Holy and Moſt Higheſt 
haſt born for us ſo ſad and intolerable a 
load. 


CAAP. IX 


The length of the Croſs, 


We are now to meaſure the length of 
the Croſs, that is, the time of Chriſts 
bitter paſſion, the tedious duration of his 
ſufferings, which began with his birth and 
continued to his laſt breath. The Life of 
JESUS, as we have ſeen, was, as It 
were, 4 chain of miſeries, every link, eve- 
ry conne&ion, had ſomething grievous and 
affiitive, he was 4 man of ſorrows : there- 
fore we no where read that ever he laughr 
or injoyed the pleaſures and the mirth of 
this world : bur that he ſuffered much and 
wept ſeveral times, 1s recorded by the E- 
vangeliſts. Every day was, 1m ſome man- 
ner the day of his Crucifixion (which to us 
1s Good, but to him was fad Friday : ) for 
he knowing all along what he was to ſuffer, 
and living in expe@ation of that cruel 

C 3 deanh : 
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death : we may fay that his fears did,'1 


ſome manner, prevent his murtherer,# 


and by anticipation, a&ed upon him, whik 
he lived, what they were to intl1& on hin 
to put him to death : for he was pleaſed 
to aſſume, rogether with our_ nature, ou 
innocent paſſions and infirmittes. I ha} 
Baptiſm ( faith he ) to be Baptined with, " 
how am I conſtrained until it br a:compliſhid| 
char was the Baptiſm of his Blood, which! 
he wiſht for, becauſe of his love ro man-! 
kind, his great deſire of paying our ran- 
foms : bur feared, becauſe of the repug 
nance of his humane nature, to ſuch bitter 
\tuffcrings ; wherefore (ſaith he) C,wiyoum 
I am conſtrained, I am 1n a ſtreight be 


——_— ” 


ewixt two, I wiſh, and yet I fear to die, 
Bur that which we moſt properly call hz 
Paſſion, becauſe ir exceeded the reſt of hy 
ſuflerings, laſted eighteen hours, without 
intermiſſion, nine of Thurſay night, and 
nine of Friday ; from the time of his agony 
in the garden, about nine at night, while 


three in the afternoon of the day following; | 


all which time he ſuffered thoſe ſeveral 
ſorts. of pains and tortures, which are 
already mentioned ; all that time, he 
drank full dranghts of that bitter aup, 
the fear whereof made him (weat drops of 
blood, when he began to taſte of it ; all 
that time he ſuffered what no tongue can 


expreſs, bur what all hearts ſhould endeavar 


[Ih | 


0 Og. 


Re <caomagc 2 ca<l xz 


_ ——_—. "—_— 


= 
_yy_—- 


— 


The Love of FESUS. 31 


to feel and to think of daily. Lord 7ES &, 
* thou wert tormented a long time, that we 
might not be tormented to all — 
grant that we may endure any thing for 
thee, and from thee our God, who didft 
endure ſo much for men, and from men. 


—  — 


CHAP. X. 


The depth of the Croſs. 


w E have (cen that bar of the Croſs, on 
which the hands of our Bleſſed 
Saviour were nailed, the breadth and thz 
length, that is, the variety and the tediouſ- 
neſs of the pains and ſufferings, he under- 
went for us : Now we are to conſider the 
biggeſt piece which ſtood apright,whereon 
his body reſted and hits feet were nailed; 
the depth and the height, that is, the pure- 
neſs and the greatneſs of his ſorrows. If 
we read with attention the paſſion of Chriſt 
in the four Goſpels, we ſhall ſee our Bleſſed 
Redeemer, as 1t were, ſunk into a deep 
abyſs of miſery, by the heavy burthen of 
our fins z he might well cry by his Prophet, 
See whether there is any ſorrow libe unto my 
ſorrow ? for the greateſt of humane affli&i- 
ons admit of many comforts, whereas he 
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was deprived of all ; as there was no pan 
3n us bur was infe&ted with fin, there wx} nc 
none in him bur was affe&ted with pain;} bi 
he was all over ſtripes and ſores, an uni} mt 
verſal wound within and without, he ſuffe. } ge 
ed inall his capacities, in his outward and } nt 
inward ſenſes, inall the parts and facultis ! V 
ofhis ſoul and body : the very circumſtan. | v 
ces of his paſſion, did all concur to makeit } f: 
more bitter and aftlitive. He was deprk } < 
ved of rhat ordinary comfort of being aſſiſt. ! Y 
&d by his friends, all the Diſciples forfook } 1 
him and fled ; as the Prophet had foretold | f 
of him, 1 have trodden the wine-preſs alom, | 
and of the people there was none with mel | 
looktd and there was none to help, I wondred that * 
ahere was none to apyold, Iſa. 63. He was like | 
a mild and defencelefs lamb in the midſtof 
ravenous wolves, there were none about | 
him, bur ſuch as thirſted for his blood. And 

no wonder 1f man forſook him, when he 
was in ſome manner forſaken even by his 
Father, Ir pleaſed God to give him upto } 
the crueltics of wicked men and the Fr. | 
rows of death ; and that his Divine Nature, 
(rhough perſonally and inſeparably unired 
ro his humanity —_ for a time ſuſpend 
the effc&ts of 1ts bearifying union, and leave 
him, ſuffer as a man in ſoul and body, the 
greateſt. pains, without the leaſt comforts. 
They that (aw our crucified Saviour ſuffer 
patiently, as not to open his mouth to 
complain, 
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cotiplain, might have choughr that he had 
noſenſe of patn : therefore he cries out fo 
bitterly, My Go4,my God,why haſt thou forſaben 
m2? Why doſtrhou ſuffer me to be plun- 
ged into this gulf of ſorrow, fo that I have 
nothing but anguiſh within and without ? 
Why doſt thou ſuffer me to be almoſt over- 
whelmed by fo great a diſtreſs, and art ſo 
far from helping me, and from the words of my 
complaint ? Pfal. 22. Lord, we had deſer- 
ved rofink, and evermore to cry and groan 
in the botromleſs pit : and to reſcue us, 
thou art pleaſed to deſcend very low : and 
with flrong crying and tears, to ſay, de pro- 
fundis clamavi, out of the depths have I cried 
wnto thee, O Lord, hear my voice, Plal. 130. 
be pleaſed to hear us, deareſt Lord, when 
we call upon thee, and make thy voice 
ſink into our hearrs, and there find a cheer- 
ful admiſſion, and a conſtant and fincere 
obedience, 


CHAP. XI. 
The height of the Croſs. 


Nx we have only the height of the - 


-N Croſs to look on, that is, the (ubli- - 
mity, the greatneſs of the torments of 
C.5 Chrilts. 
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+ {trong, and that his death was bitter a 


Chriſts crucifixion ; that in this ſenſe his 
Croſs was very high, appears already 


7 


what hath been ſaid ; and yer we may con- 


fider further ;, that he being conceived, by | 

the Holy Ghoſt of a moſt pure Virgin, was 

therefore of a moſk healthful conſtitution; 

fo that his ſenſes _ very quick and ap- 
I 
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rehenſive, were ſenſible of pain beyond | 
,——_—_ men's : and (ſo all \y blows and |! 
wounds he received, and his being nailed | 
and ſtretched three long hours onthe Crok, | 
as. upon the Rack, nwſt needs have beena | 
moſt exquiſire torture. Alſo, the vigor of 
His nature being, neither weakned nor 
ſpent, by age or diſtempers, he being full 
of ſtrength and in the flower of his age, | 
was capabke to taſte the ſmart and ſharp- | 
neſs of his pain, to the very laſt moment} - 
of his life : and ſo'tis written « for Lukt, | 
that by cryed with a loud voice, when be gavt 
uþ thyeboſt, to ſhew that he was ſill "7 
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violent to extremity. There was likewiſe 
"an inviſible Crofs, which affli&ed his ſoul, 
and made 1t forrowful even unto death; 
his beart was dike wax, melted in the midſt of | | 
his bowels, Pſal.22. and in the midſt of {6 
manyang ſuch intolerable pains, ts marthe- $ 1 
j 
{ 
£ 
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rers ſhooktheir heads, made mouths at him, 
Fokt at his ſorrows by cruel and 1nſulting 
meckeries, and by their tongues and den- 
frons aggrayated thoſe ſufferings, -_ | 

theft / 


| 
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his # . their hands could hardly increaſe ; but tha 
by # the Crols of Chriſt was higher in the great- 
00-} neſs of its pains than thar of any Martyr, 
L by [ of any man that ever ſuffered, 1s evident 
was | enough only by conſidering. who 1t was, 
ion; | that was crucified on it : for it was more 
| ap } that JES4S, being perfet God as well 
'ond 7 as man, ſhould ſhed one drop of blood, 
and * than that all Men and Angels ſhould for 
ilet | Nillions of years bear rhe greatcſtrorments, 
rol, } Lord, we. were wonderfully made by thy 


ena | power, but we are yet more wonderfully 


redeemed by thy mercy ! Lord, what 1s 


arrow or. anguiſh in his ſoul, nor any gap - 


nor 3 man, that thou ſhouldſt chus be mindful of 
full | him! or rather, what 1s man, that he 1s 
age, * yuamindful of thee ! 

Irp- 

CN Bs wrneremmmm_ - Gert ———_—_ 
who, | : 

aut | CHAP. XIL.- 

'e 

i | What an infinite Iyve #4 expreft by the 
A | Croſs 

th; | 

tiff Ow we have ſeen the whole frame of | 
Of LN the Croſs, writ all over - in blood, 
he- $ wich charaers of love, expreſſions of the 
m, 8 greateſt kindneſs, for a teſtimony thar 
| ESM#S loved us unto death. Not any 
Ti- 


< 
of 


| 


«© wound in his body, but arc as many 
months -; 


: 
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mouths to cry aloud in the ears of all ma, 
Behold what manner of love, God had fy 
his enemies, his ſinful and unworthy cre; 
tures, to ſuffer ſuch things, to die in ſad! 
a manner, for to redeem them and mak: 
mhem happy ! Now|let us, if we can, con. 
gs prehend the bread: 

wg” e's quam mag- and the length, th 
nuns oe vincalen tans right and the tl 
Idiot. * of the love of 7t 
7 S 4 S, that love whic 

bound him much harder than the cords} 
the Jews, and nailed him to his Crek 
much faſter than thoſe Irons which piercec 
his hands and feet : for he that could 
with one word, caſt his enemies to the 
ground, could eafily have broke their band 
and eſcaped from them, but that his lon 
did conſtrain him, and make him defiros! 
and willing, thus to die, What man would 
ſufer one half of what Chriſt did, forhy 
deareſt Benefator ? And then, how iwt- 
menſe and wonderful was that charity 
which he expreſt in ſuffering the ignomin 
and pains of the Croſs. for thoſe that wer: 
his-enemies and had highly mjured him, 
and\from whom he could expe& no rt 
ward, but only to be loved again ! Letw 
therefore remember it throughout this 
whole book, or rather throughont ou 
whole life, that we have been redeemed 
from eternal deſpair and miſcry, and fron! 
: ou? 
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our vain and finful converſation, not by 
any corruptible thing, as ſilver and gold, but 
by the precious blood of Chriſt, ſhed witl. great 
pain and great 1gnominy, 


CHAP. XIIL 


Of the eternal bappineſs merited for us 
by the Croſs of Chriſt, and meaſiered 
by it. 


His Love of FESY#S 15 more al- 
ready by far, than ours can anſwer ; 
Could our hearts burn perpetually with 
thoſe brighteſt flames of love which bea- 
rifie the Cherubims, could they contain all 
the moſt paiſionate affetons of all Saints, 
both 1n heaven and earth, yet we could not 
love 7FES4#4S fo much as he deſerves, 


for haying died- to ſave us from eternal 


death : and yet he did {more : he ſuffered 
death that we might have life, that we 
might have erernal life : Not only-that we 
mighr not be tnrirely miſerable, bur alſo 
that we might be perfe&ly happy. Heaven 
1s the purchaſe of the Blood of Chriſt, as 
vell as Redemption from hell 3 God who 73 
rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he 
loved ws, when we were dead in treſpaſſes = 

RS, 
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fins, hath. quicknid us together with Chrihl, | 


and hath raiſed us up, an4 made us ſit togttin 
in heavenly places in Chrift Feſus,. Ephel. 2.5, 


Let us meditate a while, upon that fe | 


more exceeding and eternal weight of glory v6 
ſerved bn heaven for 1s, 2 Cor. 4. 17. andin 
It conſider the ſame dimenſions, as In the 
price wherewkh it was bought, the Crok 
of our Saviour : and it will greatly pre 
and increaſe our obligations to love him, 
It 15 x49' i$6onluw eis VapConlu earn 
Pde© Vs Paul A ; each word 


15s 4 part of its dimenſion. Firſt, the | 


Breadth ; 1t comprehends all joys and 
— all chings that are good and de 
Irable, all that can yield ſarisfaRion, and 
create happineſs to a man : even that 1 
comprehenſible and increared goodneſs, 
which is the 1ncxhauſtible fountain of per- 
fe& Bliſs and Felicity ; 3n whoſe preſence 
there us ſulniſs of joy, at whoſe right band therd 
are pleaſares for evermore. Secondly,lIts height, 
It 1s above the regions of the air, in the 
higheſt heavens ; the ſubl;muy and great- 


neſs of its glory, is expreſt, by being like | 


the Angels of God.; by ſhining forch as the 
Sun; by a kingdom, a.crown incorruptibl 
a. crown of life, and fitting with the Son 
God in his throne. Thirdly, its Depth. It 
is pure and unmingled, it admits of nothing 


affli&ive : neither death nor ſorrow,neither | 
hunger nor thirſt,neither pain nor anguiſh; ? 
a 


: 
4 
4 
- 
bn! 


y 
4 
b 


| 


, 
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af ttars are wiped from their eyes, There 1s 


' the abſence of all evil, and the preſence of 
| all good ; therefore 'tis called the joy of owr 
' Ld, than which, nothing can expreſs 2 


reater : for God 1s intirely and perfe&ly 
appy, and ſo incapable of any ſorrow, 


| thatthe leaſt ſight of the Bearifical viſion 
' would turn hell it ſelf into a paradiſe. 


Fourthly and laſtly, irs Length, irs never 
ceaſing duration ; it admits of no end or 
period, it is everlaſting, ic 1s eternal, ir is 
for ever and ever ; after as many millions 
of years as there 1s drops of water in the 
fea, it will but begin : and after as many 
thouſands of millions more, it wilt be no 
nearer ending, than it was at firſt, {till 
erernal, and ever eternal. This 1s that 
Bliſs which we had forfeired by fin, and 
are reintitled ro by the paſſion of Chriſt ; 
that Bliſs which if often and duly confider- 
ed, would make us deſpiſe the world.long 
for heaven, love affe@ionarely, and ſerye 
diligently that JES#S who offers itto 
us, and died to purchaſe it : Wherefore 
S. Paul prays ſo earneſtly for the Epheſians, 
that God would give them the Spirit / Wiſdom 
and revelation, the eyes of their underſtandir 

inlightened, that they might know what #« the 
bop of bis calling : and what thz riches of the 
glory of by inheritance in tht Saints, Ephed. 
IL,1 , 


That 
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bliſs, as well as fAelivered from hell, wa 
the Cauſe why JE $S #5 deſcended dow 
from heaven, became poor, took on hin 
the form of a Servant, and humbled hit 
ſelf unto death, even the dearh of the 
Croſs ; for the joy that was ſet before him, 
deſpiſed the ſhame and endured the Croſs, faith 
S. Paul, Heb. 12. 2. That joy, we may (ay, 
was not the injoyment of heavenly blik 
for himſelf ; *ewas his without ſuffering ; 
there was noneed he ſhould bear the Crok, 
for to obtain ir, he had a ſure title to jt by 
nature : the joy therefore that was ſet brfm 
bim, was the joy of ſaving us, the joy df 
reſcuing us from the jaws of death, the gulf 
of eternal perdition ; the joy of payin the 

rice of our Redemption ; the joy of mb 


fing us capable of eternal joys ; the joy dl}; 


purchaſing the glories and felicities of 
ven for us, in a word, the joy of ſhewiny 
us his love, and expe&ing the returns 
ours. This was the joy, why, be deſpiſed 


the ſhame, becauſe his ſhame ſhould raiſe} 


us to glory; this was the joy, why, be t 
aured the Croſs, becauſe his Crols 
exalt us to a happy and honourable Throne, 
This meditation of the great and mat- 
fold benefits of God, and the wonderfil 
love and charity, he hath ſhewed us, In 
JESUS, we may and ſhould profecutt 


much farther, in all inſtances, for 'cis inf; 


nite; 


That we might once be poſſeſſed of thii 
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this nite 3 and never enough to be confidered 


WA 
| 


t51 
tin} 
m- 
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and admired. But, Reader, if that little, 
| have here ſet down, doth not affe& thee, 
and if being affeted with it, thou doſt not 
reſolve to return to God, all poſſible ac- 
knowledgments and demonſtrations of a 
grateful love , then | | 
read no further : for, H ecce V1.4 amor's eſt 
as whar precedes is on ei 
matter of mercy from fſrutuoſa, non ocieſa : 
Gods part, ſo what 7%;: non folum ſcermonis,« 
follo# is matter of ſe ctiam operis, Idiot 
duty on thine. I ſhall 

nowinfer that we muſt love God, beranſe 
be firſt loved us 5 and that if the love of 
ZESUS to us, hath made him bear our 


Croſs, our love to him muſt make us bear 
| his yoke : if he died for us, becauſe he lo- 


ved us, then we muſt live to him, to make 
it appear that we love him. For this is love, 
ſaith $. John, that we beep his Commandments, 
1 John 5. 3. By our hearty obedience we 


are to declare, that we are ſenfible of his 


love, and deſirous to require it. This trial 
of our affe&1ons he himſelf doth require ; 
If ye beep my Commandments, ye ſhall abide in 
my love, and ye ſhall be my Friends if ye do 
whatſoever I have commanded you.John 15.10, 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XIV. 


That the mercies of our Redemption hs. 
lenge onr love and hearty obedience, 


Ow then we #e toconfider, that Gol 
giving knowledge of ſalvation 
men, hath alſo thereby proclaimed thei! 


duty : Manifeſting his love, he hath ingagel! 
and required theirs; as our being ty 
be Chiſtians makes a great and real chang, 
as to the happineſs of our condition :1 
great and real change it ought alſoto make, 
as to the holineſs of our converſario 
Therefore S. Paul ca'ls the Goſpel, the 

of God wnto ſalvation to tuery one that belib 
veth, Rom. 2. 16, and he prays for th 
= ac; gn that they might know the lovt 
Chriſt, that ſo they might be filled with all ti 
ſulreſs of God, Epheſ. 3. 18, as toſay, thi 
the knowledge of the love of Chriſt 1s & 
ceeding powerful and efficacious , and 
would repleniſh them with all graces a 
vertues ; for this canſe he ſets ſo highs 
value upon the excellency of this knowledg, 
eſtreming all the world but dung in comparil 
of it, Phil. 3. 8. and he exhorting the 0 
tians tg be ready te tuery gr0d Work an) 

t 
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them in mind that they, who were once 


t diſobedient, deceived, ſerving divers luſts, 


had been delivered from that unhappy 
epndition by the appearance of the love of God 
awr Saviour towards man, Tit. 3. as in other 
places, he exhorteth Chriſtians, to wake 
worthy of their calling ; worthy of the Goſpel 
thereby declaring that the manifeſtation of 
the Divine Love, in the Preaching of the 
Goſpel, was the promulgation, as of their 
4appineſs, ſo of their duty : whereby they 
were reſcued, as well from living as from 


| periſbing in their ſms. *Tis the appearance 


of that grace of God which bringeth ſalvation, 


. Tit. 2. 11, that teacheth men tolive ſoberly, 


righteouſly and godly : and *cis the receiving 
and crediting that Heavenly Do&rine, that 
quencheth the fiery darts of Satan, that _ 
the beart, and overcomes the world ; lo that 
the bare belief of the cruth ofthe New Te- 
ſtament 1s a ſtrong and indiſpenſable obli- 
gation to a cheerful, univerſal, and perſe- 
vering obedience to all its precepts; the 
very profeſſion of being Chriſtians doth 
{tri p bind us to the performance of all 
Chriſtian duties. Bur the neceſſity of a Holy 
faith and a holy hife hath been ſo fully evin- 
ced and aſſerted, and all things that pertain 
to Uſe and godlineſs fo cleerly and learnedly 


jd Explained by Catholick Wricers Ancient 


and Modern, eſpecially many pious Fathers 
and Sons of chis Church, ſince the R-form- 
ation, 
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ation, that I need, nor can add nothingy "ue 
their learned [abours, We want n. 
not knowledge. Therefore now I turn ml 
ſelf, as my defign is, to draw infer Pe 
from known and granted premiſes ; of ,. 
move the affe{tions, and affe the hean; 
and by various arts and meditations to kis | (5, 
dle and nouriſh 1n our breaſts the fire «} 1 
a divine Love. 


of 

mm —\ of 

the 

CHAP. XV. lar 

the 

An invitation to entey the Cloijter oa 
Love, _ 
bre 

Ask therefore ; haſt thou conceived # the 
fair Idea of Chriſtianity ? haſt thou ob4 ſpe 
ferved the glory and greatneſs of its Myſity boy 
ries, the holmeſs of 1t's Do&rine, and tixf anc 
perfe&ion of irs preceprs and counſel} du 
haſt thou conſidered and admired the gray die 


exemplar of all vertues, the Holy 7 E Su$ the 
aurhor of this Holy Inſtitution ? haſt thay par 
read his life with an obſerving eye, Wl bi 
haſt rhou viewed the fair copics of this pety < 1 
fe& Original. which have nk drawn ff © } 


many of his Saints, in the imitarion of Wh *4 
example ? haſt thou weighed the excelſ#y ©. 
cy of his promilcs, the great — v 
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and the invaluable advantages which be- 
Jong to his followers ? haſt thou ſeriouſly 

dered the great obligarions which the 
ove of ZE S #$ hath laid upon thee? and 
art thou defirous to be happy by loving 
again, and being grateful? 16-10, enter this 
Cloiſter of love. Love FE S# S, and thou 
ſhalt reign with him. 

The Cloiſter I mean 1s not the precin& 
of a particular Abbey, or the-confinement 
of a narrow Cell, bur as to the place, 1t 1s 
the Catholick Church, whoſe 1ncloſure 1s 
large enough to entertain all the Religions 1n 
the world, all that are of the Chriſtian Or- 
der ; And the Rule ] would have thee fol- 
low, is -not not that of any Founders, nor 
even that of Pachomins, ſaid to have been 
brought down by Angels : but that which 
| the Son of God himſelf delivered, the Go- 
ſpel-rule, the Chriſtian Laws, which were 
bound upon us, by him that 1s our Lord 
and our Judge, and to whom gratitude, 
F duty and intereſt obligeth us all to be obe- 
dient. Hath not God given his beloved Son, 
the heathen for his inheritance, and the utmoſt 
parts of the earth for 


2 


by 


a mh; 


zQ 
en; 
kin 
re « 


106, ! 
4nd 


bu poſſeſſion ? Pſal. 2. 
* Why then ( faith 
* Eraſmus ) Should 
*we confine the ex- 
* cellency and per- 


* fe&jon of Chriſti- 


Cur fic aritamus Chyi- 
ſti profeſſionem quam ille 
latiſſime voluit patere & 
ego certe ſic optarim Ee 
vangelicam Religionem 
fic omnibus eſſe cordi , 


&c, Enc'”, 
anity 
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« anity to particular places 3 Why ſhoull 
« we make that ſhort and narrow , which 
« Chriſt would have to be of an univerg 
« extent? If it be words we affc, is ny 
« a City a great Monaſtery , the Abba 
« whereof 1s the. Biſhop, ſet over it 
&« Chriſt ? Would to God the Chriſtian Rul- 
« were (o well beloved and obſerved tha 
« no man might ſeek or defire the Bengdi 
« fix or Franciſcan. I ſay ſo too, all thy 
is true and to be wiſhed : yer the univeri 
comprehends many particular Churches, 
and the- Chriſtian Rule hath alſo many (6 
veral interpretations : therefore to be play 
and poſitive ; the Church of England (& 
the pureſt part, or member of the Ca 

lick 3 which hath repurged corrupt inn6- 


vations, maintaining ſtill a due conformity * 
with Antiquity ) is that which I recom-| 


mend to thee above all others : and for the 
beſt interpretation of the Sacred Canon, 
the Dottrine and Worſhip of this Chur 
is that, which I would hevye thee prefer ty 
all the reſt, 


wy 7 
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CHAP. XVI. 


| The Vow to be takgn at the entrance of 
Loves Monaſtery. 


Ur { becauſe I ſpeak mt to diſfen- 
ters, nor intend to diſpute with 

them ) chouwile ay, that thou haſt en- 
tred this Cloiſter already, and haſt under- 
taken fts Rule 3 and fo far 'tis well. Burt 
there is this difference berwixt what thou 
haſt already done in this matter, and what 
now I wiſh thee to do : thar thou didſt not 
come of thy ſelf, but wert brought into this 
ſociety 3 that it was by proxy thou promi- 
ſedſt to obſerve the orders of it; and that 
what was done at that time 1s never to be 
repeared. Whereas now, by an after ele- 
on, by free and conſiderate as of thine 
own will, I would have thee often renew 
thy holy vows and proteſtations, and to do 
K with a great ſenſe of love, and gratitude, 
Rarifie then thy former ingagements by 
being confirmed, if chou art not, and if 
thou art, by a hearty and ſincere endeavour 
to perform thy yows and promiſes, which 
xe as follows, Firſt, To renounce the Devil 
1} «nd all bis works, the pomps and veaities rf 
121 
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this wiched world, with all covetous defantÞ114% 
of the ſame, and the =p luſts of the flo! 
Secondly, To believe all the Articles of th g"*" 
Chriſtian Faith. And Thirdly, To beep Gods YON 
Holy will and Commandments, and walk int [0 
ſame all the days of thy life. ſ6a1 
This vow contains all thy duty, the high $0! 
eſt pitch of Chriſti }® ! 
Quod ſummum eſt i4 perte&ion, rules fot dut 


omnibus eſt enitendum ut the moſt Regular and the 


ſaltem mediocria aſſequa- 4x >”. 
muy , nec eſt quod ullam Spirirual Life ; lerthy [** 
4 


vite genus ab bec ſcopo ſerious application, con 
ſubmoveamus, &c,, Eral, and earneſt inde. al 
vour to obſerve it, 
diſcriminate and ſever thee from the pro FF". 
phane and leſs religious world : Thoyfs" 
needeſt no diſtin& incloſure, no difting}*"< 
habits, no diſtin& patrons or offices,thy ft» we 
cere Study, thy Religious care to diſcharge bf 
3- this obligation, wil 
In Veflimemis non eft ſufficiently cloiſter|””, 
"Ienart haveyuibit thee in, from the" 
confert regula dura, looſer ſociety and , | 
* converſation of men, 
and will make a difference great enough fon 
berw1xt thee and them. Fo 
But though thou doſt remain in the cinl 
ſociety of the world,and the neighbourhoolY 
of thy neighbour : yet various are the way - 
that lead through the world to heaven, and 
here I anderrate to teach thee a ſure and} 
ſhort one, through which all glorified = 
ye 


6 thave paſt, Some per- 
ſotis here are eml- 
nent in one vertue, 
ſome in another : 
ity ffome are guided by hope, and ſome by 

far: Many different are the confidera- 
tioh. Jrions and helps whereby men are brought 
ſtizq $10 make themſelves happy in doing their 
5 for $dary: _ = marive, 

the &, ne 5 Dilettio eft via raiſe 
Tb Ee Mfc 


| bevis abſquetedio : via 
10n commend thee above plane abſque tumuls: vis 


dis, al others, . 1s Love. (ar: abſque nubils : via 
» jt Love Is the ſtrong- ſecura abſque periculo , 
pro- eſt-morive;- the furcſk ©c- Idiot, Cont. 
Thay $guide, the ſafeſt way, 

{0c beſt inſtrument in the-world+: to- ye 
| v<ll, to wt thee from wandring, to 
Jbring thee to heaven, to conquer all 
{poſitions, and do the work of God through- 
ifters 7: Love 15 by far the beft Monaſtery ; 1t 

will both ſecure thee from the world, and 

| yet enable thee to , do much good in It. 

nen;,{-99e hath a general inendance over all 

gh "*rrues and duties, and makes them: plea- 

lant-to us, and acceptable tro God. Love s 

wn? nies. of the Law. Love, and thou 

'never do amis; love, and thou canſt 
never mifcarry. 


In Cato wvidebimnus i” 
amabwmus, hic amandum 
ut videamus. 


the 


| 
| 


ci 
one 
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this wiched world, with all covetous defintÞ'® 
of the ſame, and the foul luſts of the flo" 
Secondly, To belitve all the Articles of tyÞ*l 
Chriſtian Faith. And Thirdly, To beep Guf00 
Holy will and Commandments, and walk int 
ſame all the days of thy life. ol 
This yow contains all thy duty, the highÞ®! 
eſt pitch of ChriſtiaÞ® ! 
Quod ſummum eſt i4 perfe&ion, rules fr 
ommbus eſt enitendum ut the moſh Regular af 
we meet red ef, Spiritual Life 3 lerthÞ® 
vite genus MN bec ſcopo ſerious application, 
ſubmoveamus, &c, Eraf, and earneſt inde F 
vour to obſerve ir, 
diſcrtminate and ſever thee from the prof". 
phane and leſs religious world : Tha” 
needeſt no diſtin incloſure, no diftit 
habits, no diſtin& patrons or offices,thy 
cere Study,- thy Religious care to diſcharge 
— this obligation, 
In Veſtimenis non eft ſufficiently - cloiſteF?: 
con:ritio mentis 5 - wil 
Ni mens fit puraynihil thee 1n , from ' 
confert regula dura. looſer ſociety yr 
converſation of men” 
and will make a difference great enougl 
berwixt thee and them. the 
But though thou doſt remain in the cinl. 
ſaciery of the world,and the neighbourhood. 
of thy neighbour : yet vantous are the wi 
thar lead through the world to heaven, 4 
here I dennis to teach thee a ſure and 


ſhort one, through which all glorified _ 
ſe 


ve! 
ory 


v; 


debhave paſt, Some per- 
 aaTohs here are em]- 
of tpent 1N one vertue, 
> Gufome 1N another © : 
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In Cato vitdebimus i” 
amabwmus, hic amandum 
ut videamus. 


in tyfome are guided by hope, and ſome by 
* ar ; Many different are the confidera- 
hiok. {ons and helps whereby men are brought 
aſp o make themſelves happy in doing their 


+5 for $enry: — on mariye, 

| | e&, tne way, 
erthy t Nrumene I re- 
e ommend thee above 
ada, Þl others, . is Love. 
e r,$7e 1s the ſtrong- 
pr» -motive, the furcſt 
Tha#"ide, the ſafeſt way, 


Dilettio eft via reAiſe 
ſims abſque devio : via 
bevis abſquetedio : via 
plane abſque tumwls: vis 
clara abſque nubilo : via 
ſecura. abſque periculo , 
Oc. Idiot, Cont, 


:$F{he beſt inſtrument in the-world-: tor hye 
y fi well, to _P thee from- wandring, to 
e 


hareoring thee to 


aven, to conquer all 


"poſitions, and do the work of God through- 


oiſter 
| 1 


men 


y. Love is by far the beft Monaſtery ; it 
mill both ſecure thee from the world, and 
ſer enable thee to ,do much good in It. 

ve hath a general imendance over all 
Ferrues and duties, and makes chem: plea- 


mt-to us, and acceptable to God. Love us 
inf! fulfilling of the Law. Love, and thou 
_atnever do amiſs; love, and thou canſt 


mifearry. 
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CHAP. XVII. 


Conſiderations of the nature of Love, and 
firſt of Self Love. 


Ove is the common Prince and paren 
of other paſſions, as they all rake thei 

Laws, ſo they take their Origine from it; 
Or, to ſpeak more properly, love ir ſelf 
all paſſions, and ir obtains ſeveral differen 
names, accor ding te its ſcycral as and oþ 
jeRs. Love © (faith 
6s S, Aug. ) is called Amor inbians babm 
_ defire , when 1t quod amatur , cupidita 
« _ its _ fs —s pr 
« yed obje& z when 72S, 
« *ris poſſeſt of it, it each go —_— 
« takes another de- ciderit ſentiens , triftiti 
« nomination, and is ff. Aug. de Civ, Ds 
« called joy or plea- L. 14. C. 7: 
« fare, when it flies 
<« from what it abhors, it hath the named 
« fear; and 'tis called ſorrow, when what 
feared overtakes it 2 But ſtill love is the only 
paſſion : deſire, anger, joy and ſorrow,hope 
and fear are either the motions or as, « 


elſe the accidents of it. This clearly ſhews the 
great power and aQRivyity of this noble = | 
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»Þ Gon : for "tis well known that the greateſt, 
» | 2nd indeed all humane a&ions that are free, 
roceed from theſe natural affe&Rions, anda 
oare the effets of love. There is no need, 
to diſtinguiſh the ſeveral ſorrs thereof, 
declaring that love 1s, ether natural or 
| ſupernatural, ſenſual or ſpiritual, of friend- 
ſp or of intereſt ; for all theſe are the 
ſame faculty, or paſſion 1n man, differing 
in their principles or obje&s only : neither 
would it much avail to give and explain 
accurate and ſtudied definitions of love, 
which is much betrer felt than expreſt, 


ret f and much berter declared by a&ions than 


3 a8 = 


words : jt will be more uſeful to confider, 
that, as love is the principle of all paſſions, 
ſo it is of all vertues and vices. This foun- 
disf tain ſendeth forth the cleareſt and the foul- 
fs eſt ſtreams ; and like all other things, the 

greater its excellency, the worſe is its 
| abuſe : ſo that it ſhould be our greateſt 
vs care, to uſe it well, and fer it upon the 

right objeR. 


No joy in enjoyment without love, with- 
out it no pleaſure tn fruition : ir is the 
great inſtrument of happineſs, if we place 
raright, and it brings the greateſt infelic1- 
tles if we miſplace it, *Tis a miſguided 
love that makes men vicious, that cauſeth 
| all the diforders in the world : becauſe 
| Men love themſelyes more than God ; mw 
D 2 
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ſo would be Gods to themſelves, the. 
thors of their own happineſs, expeRin#yain 
their greateſt felicities, either from. thayſyr 5 
bodies as the ſenſual Epicures, or from they 1nd 
minds, as the proud Stozchs, Hence it uw art 
that 1n the head of a long catalogue of theft oft 
blackeſt fins, S. Paul ſers ſelf-love as the} giot 
cauſe, and origine of all the reſt : ſaying} agd 
that in the worſt and moſt perilous times, Mal thei 
ſhould be lovers of their own ſelves, 2 Tim.44 whe 
2, 4+ and again, that they ſhould be lawn 
of pleaſure, more than lovers of God 3; which, 
being the greateſt depravation of the up 
derſtanding and of the will of men, pluy 
geth them into the greateſt fins, and theng 
mto the greateſt miſeries. Certain it y 
that piety or true goodneſs confiſteth in 
willingly ſubmitting one ſelf to the Diving 
Pleaſure, either to ſuffer or obey : and ctt- 
tain it is that ſelf-Jove will admir of neither, 
it makes a man uncapable of Religion, the 
Eſſence whereof 1s to deny our own, to 
comply with God's Will : and fo inſtead 
of that Godlineſs, Zuſtice and Sobr:iety, which 
are the three Generals comprehenfivedf to 
all religious duties, this muddy head- ſpring} wo 
ſelf-love ſends forth three muddy ſtreamy | clu 
which- cauſe the overflowing of ungodlinty | ou 
and almoſt drown the world under a deluge y we 
of wickedneſs. Theſe be the love of ſenlullÞ gv 
pleaſures, called Voluptuouſneſs 4 the lore io 
of riches, called Covetouſneſs, and the} ou 
vail | (ce 


p, 
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&in yain-glorious love of honour, called Pride 
hamvr Ambirion. Theſe three are diſclaimed 
icth 1nd renounced by all Chriſtians in the firſt 
t 8 garc of theit Bapriſinal yow : for the love 
f tf ofchem confounds the world and all Reli- 
$ the] gion; makes men criminal in ſouls, bodies, 
ying? add eſtates, and is the great enemy to 
- Maj their reſt and ſalvation, Therefore S. 7ob; 
m5 who calls theſe the luſt of the fleſh, the luſt of 
om} the eyes, and the pride of life, gives us this 
uch, neceflary cauri'n ; love not the world, nt- 
"WT ther the things that are in the world ; if ary 
lus | way dove the worlt, the love of the father 15 not 
ence 8 ix him, + rx 2. 1, that 15, as our Bleſſed 
It uf Saviour ſaith, no man car ſerve two waſters, 
nf for either be will hate the one, and love the 
Veg other ; or elſe he will hold to the one and 4e- 
ce-$ ſpiſe the other * ye cannot ſerve Gor and Man- 
het,Þ mon, Mat. 6, 24. There is-00 halting be- 
the} twixt 'God axd Bazl, the one or the other 
» tf muſt be acknowledged for Lord ; there 
calf cannot be two contrary Sovereigns toge- 
uh} ther ; and the ſame thing cannot be granted 
e df to two ſeveral competitors ; if we. love the 
10gy world it reigns in our hearts and God 1s ex- 
op claded : if we give 

16, our love tothe world, Amvr wy roons 
uge we cannor ofNihl qui CUM J- IA fainnate 
ul the itro God alſo; nr oath pt, 
me lo then the love of cbri 15 appe/la. ur, Aug, 
he our ſelves is Concupi- de ſubſt. dil. c. 2, 

I [ (cence, the mother of 


all 
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all ſin and impurity, and the love of Golf _ 


is Grace or charity, the fountain of allts 


lineſs and vertue : and theſe two, accoidh * 


ing as they are predominant in men, mk 
here the diſtin&ion berwixr che penite 
and the impenitent, berwixt the juſt all 
the unjuſt : and will make the great dif, 
rence hereafter, betwixt thoſe that ſlal 


dwell in the embraces of the God of Lox : 


to eternity, and thoſe that ſhall dwell wit 


everlaſting burning 3 for every man is wia| 
he loves, ( asS. &}. 


Talis eſt quiſque,qua- p,Rine ſaith ) thek 


lis eſt dilettio ejus, ter- - 
ram diligrs, terra ergtF ec, refiſtible power o« 


Aug. Trad. 2. in 1 Joh, that mighty paſſin 

doth in ſome manne 
transform him into that which his los 
embraceth : and therefore to know whe 
ther a man be geod or bad, we 1nquire not 
what he knows or what he believes, but 
what he doth love 3 being ſurc that hj 
morals are of the ſame nature as his love; 
becauſe his deſires and aRions are all gb 


£2 > Ss he he. ti bs % 


| 4 _—_—_ gf ne _— —_ _— IR EY 


AP, 
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That the Love of FESU S requires - 
we ſhould mortifie Self-love. 


' His makes it our greateſt duty, as it Is 
our greateſt intereſt,to rule by Reaſon - 
Religion that paſſion which certainly 


"will rule over us, to ſet our love upon the 
right obje&, upon God, not upon our ſelves, 


Not that. we ſhould, or can be our own enc- 
mies, and ſcck our own ruine ; no man ever 


' yet bated bis own fleſh, ſaith S.Paul, Ephe(.29. 


the worſt enemies to mankind are kind to 
themſelves : and we may as ſoon loſe our 
being, .as the defire of our well being, 

Bur- we muſt underſtand :that : our ſu- 
pream happineſs confiſteth im the enjoy- 
ment of Gad, who is thar infinite increated. 
Goodneſs, that can alone fully beatific us. 
God is infinitely happy and hath the poſ- | 
ſefſion of his infinire perfeRions by loving 
himſelf,and we alſo become happy by lovin 
him with all our hearts and fouls, - it was fo 
in the ſtate of innocency, and © it is Ni 
and ever ſhall be, and Angels and-men 
became miſerable only by departing from 
the love of God, which was then as 'tis now 
D 4 ro 
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to be expreſt by obedience : So that 
- man prefers any thing to God, he nor 
departs from his duty, bur alſo fromh 
ſovereign bliſs. 
In the time of mans integrity, God m 
to be regarded and loved firſt and molly 
all, ſo it muſt be ſtill ; the differences 
rhatthen man did jr naturally, and nowy 
a ſupernatural aſſiſtance : he did ittha 
by the grace of his Original Righreouſnc, 
and now by the grace of the Goſpel 3 | 
did it then without retuctancy , nowh 
-hach ſinful apperites and ,paſhons whichk 
muſt deny and mortifie, before he can 
It, Therefore our bleſſed Saviour requirs 
Ar, at the very entrance of his School, "#1 
neceſſary qualification to all that will bet 
Diſciples, that they ſhould deny themſdre 
and hate all-rhings in compariſon - of Him; 
If any man will come after mt, let bin" th 
himſelf and tahe'up his croſs #aily ind'folm 
me : and again, if auy 'man come'to mt, 
hate not bu father and mother, and wiſt aw 
children, and brothers and foſters, and his om 
Life aiſo, the cannot be my Diſciple, Luk. 9.23, 
4+ 26. that is, he that will own 7 ES45, 
aud be owned by him, muſt in all thing 
give him the preeminence ; muſt relin- 
quiſh- his natural defires , deny his owt 
will, that he may yield an humble obed- 
ence to God ; he muſt forſake all rhings 
that come in competition with him 3 and 
eycu 
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even part with his deareſt relations agd 
his own life, ( as though he hated them ) 
rather than commit what God hath for- 
bidden, or diſclaim what he would have 
us profeſs ; this ſelf- FO Sh Ts 
cacgetion, ay 
ſelf crucifixion is no /f7%y 22 nine pre 
a& of ſelf-hatred, as 
& world tmight think : but the greateſt 
indneſs- we can ſhew to our ſelves or 
others : for *tis the onely way whereby to 
make our lives comfortable here, and eter- 
nally happy in the world to come : and in 
many caſes more hard and leſs adyanta- 
geous. we prattiſe ſelf-denial, of our free 
choice. As he therefore that cuts off one 
of his I1mbs, hates not himſelf, bur ſeeks 
the preſervation of his body ; and he that 
caſts his goods over-board, hates them nor 
but prefers his ſafery to them : fo 1n this 
caſe, he that parts with his carchly enjoy- 
ments, hates them not, bur prefers heaven 
to this carth ; he that loſerh rhis preſent 
life, hates it nor, bur loves eternal life be- 
yond it ; and he that forſakes his friends or 
parents to follow his Saviour in the dif- 
charge of a good conſcience, hates them 
not, but fecks to win them to their happt- 
neſs, by preferring his God and his Salva- 
tion to their unjuſt defires, In this caſe 
the promiſe 15 verified, that he that parts 
with any thing for Chriſts ſake, receivesan | 
| D « hundred : 
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hundred fold- in compenſation.: and -he F | 
that loſeth his life, certainly finds it; there- F + 
fore hating our kindred. and our own lives, | | 
1s otherwiſe expreſt in S. Matthew; bethat | 
loveth father or mother more than me #s mb | + 
worthy of me, &c. Mat, 10. 37. As much | 
as to ſay,. that it 1s only required, that the | 
love of God ſhould be. predominant ; that 
7 ES4uS fhould be dearer to us, than all 
perſons whatever ; and that in the firſ 
place, we ſhould loye God, with all our 
minds, with all our ſtrength, and with all 
our ſouls : for then afterwards, the love 

Tg ge of our -ſelves, and 

Redie novir 4ivere» others being ſubordi. 
= ISS, " nate would become 
regular and 1nnocent, 


CHAP. XIX. 


How preat a Vertne s Divine Charityj 
or the Love of God, 


Ns as all ſins and miſcries proceed 


from a miſplaced love ; ſo all vertues 
and felicitics are the produ of love well 
guided, and. placed on the. right objec ; 
tlys 1s as beneficial and adyantagious, Fo 
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the other is perni- 
cjous : that 15, ( as 
$. Auguſtine (aith ) that 
as-ſelf-love 1 the root 
of all evil; fo the love 
of God 1s the root of 
all good, the ſtock whence all vertues do 
row. . The excellency of Divine Love is 
0 great, (o tranſcen- 
dent, that it alone is 
accepted on irs own 
account, and all other 
things for 1ts ſake 3 a 
faith ftrong enough to work miracles, alms 
the moſt expenſive, and even the flames 
of Martyrdom profit nothing withour love, 
as $. Paul teacheth ; love 1t 1s that makes 
all good works meritorious 1n the beſt 
ſenſe ; love it is that gives a value to all 
other verrues;z or rather, -it 5s love thac 
produceth all good works and vertues, as 
they are ſo indeed, Love is the diſcharge of 
our whole duty, the HY of the law, faith 
$.Paul, Rom.13.10, love 15 that grace which 
renews and ſan&ifies our natures and abzdes 
fo ever 3 it 1s the greateſt, the moſt excel- 
nt gift of God; it Is | 
even che Divine Spi- \ 
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Sicut radix omnium 
malorum eft cuniduas : 
ita radix omium bong« 
run eft charitas, Serm. 
de Charit. 


Sine chavitate ft les 


poteſt efſe, ſei non pro. 
dejſe, Aug. 1 Cor. 13- 


Unuas Spiritus Contie 


rit, who unites all 7©,95. Serm, Pent. 
thines wie h Donut «/t Spiritus 
0g me $14 lus in quo nobis ome 
bonds of love and 74; bond {43thrs 
unity, faith $,44g.a0d F: 
WIN * 
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Divines teach that the Holy Ghoſt proceeds 
from the Father and the £0n, by way & 


love ; wherefore he is called, nexus —_ 


qo conjungit ur Pater cum Filio, & Filins cun 
Patre 3 that 1s, in the Language of the 
Church, that in the 

Charitas qua Pater dji- Unity of the ſame 
on Filtum -_ F:1:u5 Spirit,the Farther and 
Fare, qu Spirias the Son liveandrei 
manionem ambawum 4e- CEVETMmore 3; Or, 6 
monfirat, De Trin.l.15. S. Auguſtzne exprebs 

ſeth ww, The love 
wherewith the Father and the Son love 
murually is the Holy Spirit, and repreſen 
beſt the Myſtery of cheir Incomprehenſible 
Unzon. 

Now that Divine Spirit, which is the 
eternal love of God to himſelf, is givento 
us, in the grace of love or charity (which 
are one and the ſame) whereby we are all 
joined together intro one body, and all uni- 
ted roGod; therefore 1n cur holding Com- 
munion with the Church, we are com- 
manded to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace, Epheſ. 4. 3. and we are 
taught, ther the love of God is ſhed abroad in 
eur hearts, by the Holy Ghoſt which is given 
fo 45s, Rom, 5. 5. and that the grace of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the love of Go, and 
the fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt are all ont, 
2 Cor. 13.14. ſo that to come to the higheſt 
puch, 


with whom all good things are ever given, p 


"Sthen we have ſaid a 
| dwtleth in love, dwelltth in God, and God in 
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Ipicch, and finiſh the elogium of love, we 


we may ſay with S. rg God 4 love,and 
|. God 3s love,and he that 


kin, 1 70h.4-16. that 1s, God is an abyſs of 
loveand goodnels; by love he gives himſelf 
tous, and by love we give up our (elves to 
him, and are transformed into him. Won- 
der not therefore , 
if the effeRts of love Deus charitas eft;, bre= 
are fo glorious and 9 #aus jed mayna tans : 
. brevis tn ſor none © mas- 
wonderful , when tt g12 mn inellettiu, &cr 
ds 1immediate- Aus, Tratt. 9. in Ep. 
from God, and 1s Johan, 
communication of 
himſelf rous 3 when it ts the grace of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the moſt precious gift of the 
Divine Spirit ; when it 1s the San&tification 
of our natures, and the bettering and per- 
ſe&ing of the nobleſt of humane affe&ions, 
natural love, that powerful paſſion where. 
by all things and all mica are governed. 
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That love always purſues what it thi 
good :' and is never ſatisfied till it hal 
obtained it. 


' Hough the properties of love in ſake 
<- ral be better known by excatl ur: 
than they can be jj with 

rnTonmienP"p1;:4 diſcourle : yet ir 
qui ſentir® magis quam ſerve to good F 
dici poſe', Baſil, ro ſay ſomething of} due 
them; the fip{t where. | T 

of-is, that love always embraceth what] tha 
good, either in truth or appearance : fa} bea 
Mans inclinations are ſtill the ſame, as they} wht 
were in the ſtate of innocence 3; th us 
much depraved : we ſtill purſue after wha| {bal 
we think will make ns happy ; only wh F< 
miſtake, Like the bramble in the fable, 3- © 
which having loſt a rich freight of the fineſt} Wl 
filks, and now takes hold of the coarſeſt } $0 
ſtuffs to recover its loſs ; ſo have all ma W 
a ſecret ſenſe, that they are faln from 4 4 
fiare of felicity, and have loſt a jewel ofin- | 14 
finite value, which ſtill they eſteem and | 
love, though they know it not : and there 
fore now, to recover the eminency of a | 


Y, 


? 
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eſt ſtation, they are climbing upon every 


—>!nolehil, petty mountains of ambition ; to + 


bd 


hi 
bath 


recover their loſt jewel, . they pick up every 

bble ſtone z -where they ſee a glimpſe of 

ury, where = reliſh any thing of good- 
neſs, there they ſer their love and affeRi1on, 
if that were the ſummun bonum; which is 
but an imperfe& ſhadow of it ; ſo that we 
are like an infortunare- lover, who, being 
ſeized by a phrenſy , forgets and for» 
fakes his Miſtreſs, and dotes on her pi- 
ure, We negle& God, and fall in love 
with thoſe things. that have the leaſt impreſs 
of his perfe&tion : and then, like Idolaters; 
we pay that worſhip tothe work, which is 
due to the maker only. 

Therefore ought we.to take. great heed, 
that we be not taken with every ſeeming 
beauty or goodneſs-: but-that we examine 
whether that be the thing which will make 
us intirely happy, and beyond which we 

wiſh for nothing. For 1f it be nor, 
we muſt paſs it by,- and ſeek further, and: 
never reſt, nor ſet our hearts on any thing, 
till we have found that -true and perfe 
good, moſt obvious and eafie to be found, 
which being loved will be certainly poſleſt, 
and being poſſeſt, will make us perfe&ly 
happy 3 and that is God alone. Ir is the me+ 
ditation of S. Auguſtine, * Thou maiſt ſeek 


«afrer honours and not obtain them ; thou 


' * Waiſt labour for riches,apd remain poor 


thou 
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« thou maiſt doteql 'the' 

Amaturns & bonorem © pleaſures, and hay db 
& fore non perventu= « many ſorrows: het vi 
TIS ; -o-JH15 me amavit « guy God, the \% 
© non ad me pervenit ? 
== qurſquis - querit « preme Goodnd 
cunt; ſoſum,”Fc, Tratt, ſaith, vw ho, ene 
Io. in Ep. Johan. « ſought me, a 

{© found me not? wh 

&« eyer deſired me and obtained me na!} had 
« who ever loved me, and miſt of me?! 
« am with him that ſeeks for me ; he hah 
© mealready that wiſheth for me ; andkk 
<« that loverh me 1s ſure of me : the 
«to come to me 1s neither long nor 
* cult; love makes me preſent to en 
© lover. E 

A ſecond pro of love is ; thattts 
yer reſts _ ns ſatisfied, until it 
poſſeſt of the beloved objeR ; This make 
abuſed worldlings ſo bufie , ſo perpetwlh 
reſtleſs and a&ive about the purchaſe 
their beloved vanities : and this make 
devout Chriſtians, like S.Pa, Phil. 3. 
ver to count themſelves to have apprehety 
ed : but forgetting the things which & 
behind, and reaching forth to thoſe that 
before, to preſs forward towards the math 
the price of their high calling, the obſ 
of their love and molt paſſionate defires 
This reſtlefſneſs and aRivity of love foutd 
work enough for the Fathers of che It 
farts 3 whole indefatigable pains to more 
| t 
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teal their finful -apperites ; whoſe unwearied 
to 'ſerve God ; whoſe ſwift and 
violent motion heaven- ward is the obje& 
of our wonder, .and upbraids our ſloth and 
negligence. They were almoſt wholly freed 
from the neceſſities of the body, which is 
the endleſs rask and work of other men, 
and yet they were always employed ; they 
had almoſt nothing'ro do, and yet were 
never idle ; the love of Eternity, the love 
of JES#S kept them in ation ; they 
Avelt in peace, and yer were never at reſt. 
Our heart, whictr is the ſeat of love, can 
never be quier, till jt returns within Gods 
embraces, till it be poſſeſt of that infinite 
good, which all men love, though but a 
know it, See the ſeveral plots and un- 
dertakings of men in the world, "ris love 
fersthem ar work 2. *is to obtain what their 
bliad affeRions run after, 'thar they are fo 
aduous and fo laborious. See che prayers 
and pious exerciſes, the :ſelf-denials and 
Mortifications , the 'manifold a&s of cha- 
fity and the great parietice of Chriſhans 
mrhe Church ; *r1s love alſo hath ſet them 
their rask and makes them ſo diligent, ſo 
marchful till chey have fulfilled ir. We 
mes wipe the rears from our eyes, 

and our ſorrows admir of joyful interyals ; 
our '#nger doth hor laſt always, and ſome- 
tmes hatred: is aſleep : but love like the 
heart wherein it dwells, can never ceaſe 
to 
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OK | to a& and moye 
t omns amor 01M yr ceaſeth to be;wher Gi 

. | 

ſnam , nec poteſt vacare ever love is, it ſhe he 


a,nor in anime amaniii, » . 
Aug. Its life and 


and is always,doing| 1, 
"my of 


CHAP. XXI. w- 


That Love is ſtrong and effeive, al| © 
ſweetens all labours. n " 


T\ the third place, as love is a&ive;h 
it 15 effeRive z ic doth nor ſpend ire 
in uſcleſs and inſignificant atrempts yi 
ſtrengrh 15 great, as well as its endeavow 
Great are the dangers and difficultis 
which love overcomes ; it carries the ab 
bitious loyer of honour through many w 
eaſie perils to a fading laurel ; it 
the covyetous lover of . riches through 
moſt hard and laviſh labours, to his 
and treacherous Mammon ; and it carry 
likewife the devour -lover of 7 E S#8 
through obedience and felf humiliation, 
through briars and uneafie croſſes, t 
patience and the greateſt (ſufferings to 
enjoyment of his Beloved. Love cat @ 
all things, fince it brought God down froll 
heaven to. become man, and die for _ ſo! 
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0 ſhall ſeparate us from the love of Chriſt ? 
wh Sy Shall Lurker or jars or 
perſecution, or famine, or nakedneſs, or peril, 
or ſword ? nay, in all theſe things we are more 
than conquerors, through him that loved 5 3 
for 1 am perſwaded that neither death, nor life, 
nor Angels, nor Principalities nor Powers, nor 
things preſent, nor things to come,. nor height, 
nor depth, nor any other creature, ſhall be able 
to ſeparate ns from the love of God, which is in 
a} Chriſt Jeſus our Lord, Rom. 8. 35. &c. As 
much as to ſay, that the power of love 15 
irreſiſtible, that it anſwers all obje&1ons 
and conquers all obſtacles : notwithſtand - 
ing mans high provocations and great un- 
worthineſs, love made the Almighty lay 
down che arms of his juſt vengeance, and 
open his boſom of mercy, to give his dear 
and only Son to man for a Saviour ; God ſs 
loved the world, that be gave bis only begotten 
Son, that whoſorver belirueth in him ſhould not 
rriſh but have everleſting life, John 3. 16, 
pod likewiſe man is enabled or .rather 
Jorced by love to do and ſuffer any thing; 
# ſoon as Divine Love enters a mans heart, 
Shroud, it makes him humble ; of luſtful 
and intemperate, it makes him.chaſte and 
ſober ; of covetous, ir makes him charita- 
ble; of dainty and effeminate, it fits him 
to be a Martyr. No ill habits ſo deeply root- 
ed, bur love can pluck them up; no crols 
Þ heavy but love can bear it. Many waters 

cannot 


| #333s 
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cannot quench love ( ſaith Soloman ) niithy 
can the floods drowns ;t, Cant 8. 7. No, the 
ſtrongeſt torrent of afflition is bur lik 
drops of water ſprinkled upon the fire, | 
Increaſerh the flames and the ard 
thereof, Love is as ſtrong as death, verſe 


Magmum verbum for. 
ths ut mors diletio ma- 
gnificentins exprimi non 
pornit fortitudo charita« 
HS, quis enim mort re- 
ſtat ? ignibus, wundits, 
ferre, regibus reſiſtitur, 


venit una mori, quis ea 


and death 1s vey 
ſtrong, ſtronger tha 
all —_— creatures, 
We daily fight againt | 7 
death he Hog 
back; by reſt and food 
and Phyſick, we d& 
ſpute the vi&ory with 


reſiſtit ? mibil ula fore 
tins, proprerea viribus 
enus charitas comparatur, 
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ir many years ; butk 
is- ever vitorious & 
laſt ; ſo is love, t 
never gives over, Ul 
it hath conquered all oppoſitions 3 1s co 
rige increaſeth together with its diffcub 
ties; the more obſtacles in irs way, the} nel 
greater its endeavours, the more fierce 
contentions. Death fevers a man from hilt 
ſelf, and difunires whar ſeems inſeparable} 
love alfo rakes the lovers ſoul from hit 
and unites it to the beloved,ſo that he liv 
more in what he loves than in himſelf; 
love ts as ſtrong as death ; Death converts 
the greateſt ſinners, or atleaſt keeps thell 
from ſmning at all, any longer : ſo 

love, it certainly morrifies all, even the {lot 


moſt reigning ſins, it will not ſuffer = 
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to fin that love God. We can tame wild 
bealts, by jnduſtry ; overcome the barren- 
neſs of the earth by labour ; reſiſt the an- 
lik pry clements by Art and Phyſick ; no evil 

- hath a remedy, only death hath none, 

there is no ſtriving againſt it : ſo that no- 
7 thing. can better expreſs the irreſiſtible 
power of love, than to ſay that it1s as ſtrong 
« dtath. 
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The laſt property of love I ſhall now 
mention, is, that love ſweetens bitrer things, 
makes our Jabours pleaſant, and even our 
uſferings delightful. How heavy 1s thar 
ay which is impoſed by an ungrateful 

d? The Souldier preſt to the ſervice can 
hardly bear his arms : but he that 1s 1nrol- 
kd by love thinks them light and bears 
them with pleaſure ; the ſlave chat works 1n 
the Mines counts his very life a burthen - 
the niggard that works much harder likes 
well his drudgery., becauſe the love of 
nches- is his rask-maſter ; he that ſerves 
bis maſter out of fear works faintly and 
mth a heavy heart : he that ſerves him 
wy atof love, doth it diligently and yer with 
we f Qearfulneſs ; the Chriſtian pilgrim who is 
lf 5} driven keaven-ward with fears and terrors, 
ers {peth on with much reluftancy, and a ſor. 
ie F'owful heart : he that 1s drawn with the 
Joth F «rds of Love, follows with joyfulneſs, minds 
the \ot the ruggedneſs of his way, and even 
em rejoycerh 


=T. 


CPS 


3-2-0] 


x5 


in his wearineſs, becauſe it brin 
nearer and nearer to his beloved: 


Fe th 


that could ſay, the love of Chriſt conflrainnh 
us, could ſay alſo, we rejoyce z3n tribulati 


Nullo modo ſunt one- 
roſs labores amantium , 
ſed etiam ipſs deledam, 
ſicut venantium, piſcan- 
tium : intereſt ergo quid 
ametur : nam in eo quod 
amatur, aut non {abora- 
tur, aut labor amatur, 


Aug. 


reat difficulty in that Ifttle they do or ſub jd: 


ons, *Twas the love 
of 7FES4S mate 
primitive Chriſtian 
work hard and ſuffer 
much, with comfort 
and unſpeakable joy: 
and "ris for want of 
that ſweet and Divine 
Love that Chriſtians 
now find ſorrow awd 


fer for Z ES#S. The labours of love 
are ever pleaſant ; nothing 15 hard that lore 


binds upon us. 


_— 


b—_— 


CHAP. XXH. 


A farewel to all ſinful deſires. 


pi His great power of love is now to be 
drawn into a&, and theſe conſiders 
tions to be reduced into prattice. 
Now therefore entcr more ſeriouſly that 
ever this Cloiſter of love ; ingage thy ſelf 


further 1nto the ſociety of the true wer 
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of 7ESMHS 5 enter now aRually and 
| SE fonnely upon the work and labour of 
{gue 


Remember now thy Baprtiſmal Vows, re- 
member them I ſay, now that the love of 
(hriſt conſtrains, binds thee to fulfil them, 

hings are beſt preſerved by that which 
firſt gave them being. And now thy ma- 
king good thar ſtipulation, thy part of thar 
s Covenant whereby thou art rela- 
ted to Chriſt.z that (according to the de- 
fign. of that Sign of the Croſs, which was 
drawn upon thee as the badge of thy pro- 
ſeſſion) thou wouldef# not be aſhamed to pro 
ſs the Faith of Chriſt crucified, and manfully 
to fight under bu banner, againſt fon, the world 
and the devil, and to continue his faithful 
Souldier and Servant unto thy lives end : So 
now thou ſhouldeſt accompliſh this promiſe 
by faith working by love. 

Now then retire a while and enter thy 
Cloſer ;. ſequeſter thy thoughts from the 
world ; and confer with th | about thy 
duty and thy great intereſt, Call to mind 
the obligations the love of JE $ # $ hath 
lid upon thee, and how thou haſt pro- 
miſed to requite it, by renouncing all things 
that are contrary to thy love and duty to 
him, By renowncing the devil and all bis works ; 
the vain pomps and vanities of the world, and 
the covetous deſeres of the ſame 3, as alſo the ſin- 


ful luſts of thy fleſv, Now thou art to ap- 
prove 
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prove thy ſelf a true lover and-ſervant hour t 
F7ES4S, by departing. fram theſe by-rghh 
pentance and amendment. Leave 
therefore and forfake them, theſe enemies 
of thy Saviour, of-thy love, and of thy ha 
pineſs. Ler thy Soul full of the love off 
7ES us, thus meditate, and reſolve; and 
expreſs thy devour affeRions to him- the 
died for thee, 

The love of 7 E S 4 hath prevailedj 
I find my heart wounded ; I can no longey 
reſiſt che charms of his love ; he hath-w6 
ed me (o long, and with ſo much kindney 
that now my heart 1s his ; IT will love bing 
becauſe be firſt loved me. Now it repenteth ms 
that ever TI rcjedted his ſute, rhar ever-] 
was unkind to him ; it grieveth me thas 
ever I countenanced and preferred his ts 
vals, the luſts of ſenſuality, covetouſneſy 
and pride, which I renounced jt my Bape 
-tiſm ; I will now exclude them wholly; 
this is the firſt mack J7ES#8S ſhallre 
ceive of my fincere affe&ion to- him; that! 
I will entertain nor careſs no longer t 
his enemies, with whom: I have had an 
unhappy inrelligence for too long a timey 
henceforth, if they come near me, Þ 
will endeavour to drive them away ; # 
they come- after me, I will flee ; if chey F me; 
perſevere in their attempts, they. ſhall get Þ be la 
nothing elſe, but ſhame and denials. ww wort 
from me then, ye wicked ſpirits, with all;; «f y 
your 
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'F ing allurements, worldly vani. 
-reffres, deceitful riches, ſenſual pleaſures ; 
iremember that T renounced you all, when 
thirſt 1 gave up my name to FESH#S 

« [whet he firſt began to ſhew 2 ſeal his 
ſbre to me, and ro ingage mine I then re- 
nd fyounced the devil and all bis works, the vain 
he [yn and glory of the world, with all covetous 
es of the ſame, and the carnal deſires of 
4 | te feſþ 5 I now remember thoſe my ingage- 
ey | ments, and grieve that I have not kept 
& [them : and therefore will hate you the 
* [more ; that you made me forget my pro- 
" {miſes, and break my holy vows. Now will 
def 1 be reyenged of you, ye proud and am» 
+I} bitious defigns, luſtful r rs, greedy de- 
© [ fires of wealth ; I will now kill and crucifie 
| you. Henceforth, it ſhall be my honour, 
y 
» 
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that T am a Servant of JE S#$S;-4-ſhall 
| be my delight and pleaſure, thar I ama 
'; | lover of ZJES4S ; and: it ſhall be my 
| wealth, that he 1s mine as Tam his. 7ESuS 
tf hath done and ſuffered much to declare 
Cf tis love and to deſerve mine ; he hath 
tome down from heaven, - and humbled 
himſelf re my mean and low condition; he 
tath lived p-or and deſpiſed ; he hath been 
Mied and z he hath died'for 
"x me; bereby 1 know that be loves mt, becauſe 
* þ be laid down bus- life for me, but ye his un« 
| f worthy rivals. never gave me any aflurance 
,; © your affe&ion, _ did, or ſaffered 

© any 
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any thing for me. 7 E $.# $ expoſed 


ſelf to ſhame, thar I-might become, g 
ous 3 endured pains that .T might þ 


leaſure 3 he became poor, that I might "**! 


enriched : but covetouſneſs offers 

riches, to pierce me through with may 
forrows; luſt enticeth me, to wound ne 
-when I have conſented to 1t ; and prid 
promiſeth me honours, to cumber mean 
_—_—. 7ES4u S 1s infinks 
ly lovely, he is all perfe&ion and 
neſs; and he defircs to be loved, not 
any advantage of his own, but to make hi 
lovers intirely and-eternally happy : ba 

ou painted idols of abuſed mortals, ar 
mn your ſelves ugly, and even loathſome; 
though at a great diſtance, ye may ſen 
ſomewhat fair, yet near at hand, ye at 
nothing but deformity 3 ye always prom 
vain and-yexatious ; ye ſeek to enter mets 
hearts, only to tyrannize and tormet 
them, and betray them to eternal ſorrows 
FESUS is a true and conſtant lover, bt 
ever owns his friends. : he never fails them 
that love him ; he-helps them in their dþ 
ftrefles ; -he comforts them in their (or- 
Tows ; and when they die he ſtands by 
them : but ye temporal deceitful pleaſures 
gre falſe and inconſtant ; ye forſake yout 
= their greateſt need; ye flaner 
them 


a few Summer days, while teJ|f; 


Sun ſhines kindly upon them 3 bur. in he 
r1g%s 
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joors of Winter, when an unproſperous 
— ariſeth, you are gone, i 
them to die comfortleſs; they carry nothing 
of you, when they go from hence, but the 
bicter remembrance of your treacherouſ- 
nes, JESUS is a moſt grateful lover, 
he eyer returns love for love ;, he is ever 
found of them that ſeek him ; to them that 
defire him he ever gives himſelf ; every 
true lover of FE S4S is ſure to enjoy 
him : bar you worldly enjoyments are ge- 
terally moſt unkind to your moſt paſſionate 
lovers 3 ye flee from them that run after 
you; ye grieve and vex your greateſt ad® 
rers, ye are ever uncertain, falſe and un 
grateful, I will therefore never love you a- 
gain 3 nay, Ireſolye to hate and perſecute 
= z to morrifie and watch againſt my 
uſts, my pride, and covetous deſires, But 
JES#S ſhall reign in my heart ; him 
will I love; him will I ſerve ; him will T 
endeavour ro pleaſe in all things 3 I will 
be wholly his ; therefore T renounce all 
friendſhip wich you that are his enemies 3 
here can be no agreement betwixt the 
Holy FES4S and this ſinful world; If 
man love the world, the love of the father 

8 20t 31» bim, x John 2.15. Lord, we be- 
wch thee grant thy people grace to withſtand 
temptations of the world, the #4, and 

the devil, and with pure hearts and minds to 
filow ther, the only God, through Zeſus Chriſt 
wr Lord. Amen. E 2 CHAP. 


—_—. 
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CHAP. XXIIL 


That the Love of FESUS and th 
love of Sin can never conſiſt together, 


Fines! conſider O my Soul, that 7; 


pur 


can never be. reconciled, ZES4S 
they are mortal enemies. Morral I 
call them,becayſe they were his mure 
or rather becauſe, he died to put them & 
death 3 we were not redeemed with 

bile things, as oy and gold from our 
converſation , but with the precious blood 
Chris > JE $u#S ſhed his blood to 
deem us, as well from the praftice 
commuiilion, as from the 

deſtruſtion of fin. Or rather of both 
gether, OO en RE 


- 
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Moral and- natural evil ever go hand in 
hand, as happineſs is inſeparable from 
Goodneſs and vertue. Bleſſed are the the pure 
in heart, for without holineſs no man ſhall ſee 


God. 
S. Paul therefore ſaying that Chriſt died 


| onto fix, that 1s, to rake away fin, 1nfers 


from thence, that we being baptized into 
Chrifts death, our old man u now crucified, 
that the body of ſin might be deſtroyed, that 
bencenceforth we ſhoyld not ſerve ſin, Rom. 6. 
and S. Peter likewiſe makes 1t the purpoſe, 


| why Chriſt did bear our ſins ( their puniſh+ 


ment) on bis own boay, on tbe tree, that we 
thereby belng dead unto (in might live unto 
righteouſne, s, 1 Pet, 2. 24. Chriſt gave bim- 


6h (Wf fo #5, that be might redeem 15 from this 


profent ev#l world, Gal. 1, 4+ The Son of God 

was manifeſted that he might deſtroy the works 

of the Devil, 1 John 3. 8. Sm is thar which: 

God hares ayove all _ : fin 1s char 
is n 


which 15 moſt contrary to ature, and 
to our happineſs ; and fo JESUS was 
crucified, that fin might be deſtroyed, he 


# died that fin mighr live no longer : and 


therefore I renounced all fin, the Devil and 
al his works, when 7ES#S owned me 
for his friend; and 1 owned him for my: 
Lord and Maſter, they are incompatible, 
their inconſiſtency is irreconcilable ; 1f x 
bold to the one, 1 muſt deſpiſe the other; If T: 


;4 ut one, I.muſt bate the other. 1 will rhere- 


E 3 fore. 
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fore, as I am moſt bound, and. as I have 
promiſed, forſake fin and follow 7ES as; 
IT will fight againſt his enemies, and fide 
with him againſt my own corrupt af. 
ons ; while I have a being, I will loves 
obcy FESUS. 


] CHAP. XXIV. 


Of outward oy and inftruments o 


love and obedience, 


Ow to effe& theſe good reſolutions, 
N we muſt uſe. means to bring our 
hears to a deyout and Religious Temper, 
and fo to keep them. Ir will not ſuffice 
that we intend well except we perform, 
Wwe may ſoon be diverted from our beſt 
deſigns, either by temptations, or by the 
interruption of worldly buſineſs. There- 
fore the revolutions of time which bring 
on us the ſnares and diſturbances of this 
life, muſt alſo bring with them the frequent 
returns of our pious excerciſes and ChrÞ 
ſian duties. 

We muſt often recolle& our thoughts and 
liſten to the Divine Love of our Bleſſed 76- 
S4S.We muſt entertain our Souls with him; 
renew our religious purpoſes; and call S] 
mi 
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mind thoſe ſpeeial confiderations which uſe 
to affeR. us moſt of all, We muſt often 
reſort to thoſe fountains of Grace which 
G2d- hath opened to- his Church in his 

blick Worſhip, and the ſeveral diſpen- 

tions of his Word and Sacraments by his 
Miniſters. To theſe we muſt be ſure to 
add Faftings, Alms and Prayers, than 
which we can do nothing more acceptable 
to God z-nothing that can better declare 
how much we love him, and how heartily 
we deyote (to him our bodies, ſouls and 
eſtates. All theſe are not only means, bur 
duties of Religion alſo, not to be omitted, 
upon any pretence whatever. 

But now the following have more of in- 
differency, leſs of nece iy in them : but 
yet may- have a good influence upon the 
inner man ; may move our affe&ions and 
declare or increaſe our devotion and our 
ſincerity. Such are the conſtant reading of 
good Books ; ſer times of meditation and 
mental prayer ; the enjoyning to cur (elves 
a ſtri& filence for ſome convenient tim-, 
to bridle our rongue and (o to uſe ir to dilci- 

line : and as it were to unſay and retrat 
inwardly by hearty repentance what we 
have ſaid amis, 

Sometimes like Hezechiah to turn our 
ſelves to the will ro mourn in ſecrer ; I 
mean, to retire from the world, and enter 
our cloſet, there to confer with God? and 
E 4 our 
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our own ſouls, about Ereraity and the wiy 
ro 2 blefled one, 

Every day, or at leaſt once a week ty 
caſt our eyes back, and rake an accounted 
our lives, eſpecially of wha we have done 
fince our laſt examen : that we may repent 
and rectifie onr folltes, renew our 
reſolutions, and increaſe our diligence add 
Our care. | 

In our aJorations and penittential prap 
ers, to caſt ohr ſelve- on the ground with 
the humbleſt proftration 3 to hold ax 
hands like criminals bound, ſupplicatity 
before thetr judge ; to look up to heaven; 
to (mire our breaſts, and fo excite on 
zeal and contrition. 

Some are much affe&ed wit! _— 
with vieble reprefentations ; the fight ofa 
dying man, and ſuch inſtru&ions and me- 
mentoes as enter th- Soul by the 5a, 
which being the quickeſt and molt appre 
henfive ſenſe m 


_—_——STESHSST ES SJE; 


Segnins irritant ani- 
mos demi, j4 per aures, 

Qumm ques ſunt oculis 
ſutjects jidelibus & qae 

Tije ſebi wan ſpetta» 


OO ———_ 


have, conveys its ob 
jets to the mind 
with the greater 
force, and makes the 
deeper impreſſion. 


Here in my firſt Edition I had. mention- 
ed the making on our ſelves the fign of rht 
Croſs, which could not eſcape being tant 
of Popery by ſome, that call by chat name 
ever) 
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every thing they diflike. I ſhould not be 
meh concerned at the charge, bur thar I 
find is made a thing roo ancicnt 
and too 1nnocent, and ſo muſtaken, It hath 
indeed abuſed that primitive Ceremony and 
made icfubſervient to ſuperſtition : but che 
right uſeof it is nor therefore unlawful. Thoſe 
zedlous and holy Chriſtians in the firlt 
ages who frequently figned themſelves wich 
that Sacred Sign, 1nrended 1c as 2 tacir in- 
rocation of the name of Chriſt ;- as an out-- 
ward profeſſion that they owned him for 
their Lord and Saviour ; and as a fignature 
w themſelves rhat rhey were devoted to 
his ſervice, and ready: to dic for his ſake, 


- Imight produceand plead their reaſons 


and example ;- the Cuſtom of our Church, 
and irs goth Cannon, but that T'would per- 
fade no man toa rite ſo indifferent, If 
any will reirerare, it-on themſelves, where - 
give no offence, to the ſame purpoſe 

4% | was intended, when they were made- 
Chriſtians, 1n toben that they will not be 
themed to profeſs the faith of Chriſt crucified, 
kc, Ifſhallnor condemn him : - and I ſhall 
18 no wiſe quarrel with them that omir ir. 
Ine finecrely love-our Divine Maſter, and 
are faichful” and obedient to him, it is no» 
matrer what ourward means and in- 

= we uſe. p 

yet experience and the approbation 

of the befi of men, have wc. _— 
thele.. 
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Theſe I have now mentioned, as many 
uſeful and profitable. They and others of 
the like nature, and Church ceremonig, 
are ſaid by Calvin, to aſſiſt our infirmitin, 
$0 increaſe our devotion, and to make Religin 
more ſolemn and more venerable. Inſt, L4.c.to, 
S, 28, & 31, 

So the great duties be ſecured, theſe are 
indifferent, and may vary — w| 
circumſtances : bur yet they are not uſeleſs, 
nor totally to be rejzeted. Thoſe outward 
rites and a&ions have an influence upon | 
our hearts; they not only expreſs our in- 
ward piety, but they increaſe it. Thoughthy 

proceed from the afſilii- 

Neſcio quomodo, cum ONS, Bey Yt- upon 
b; motus corporis fieri, them, (as S. Auguſtine 
niſs matu animi prece- faith ) they augmun | 


dente non pcſſint, 1iſdem : x 
rarſus exterms viſpbil.= that Jervour which > | 


ter fatty, ille interior in- firſt produced them. | 
wel cer qu £05 fectt, au A ſo ſaid a Blek | 
geatur, Aug, ſed Martyr of out! 

Church, that the tru | 
inward worſhip of God while we live in thi 
Body, needs external belps, and all little enough 
to brep it in any vigor. ? 

Theſe voluntary obſervations ſhould not 
lead them to- ſcruple or cenſoriouſnel 
that are pleaſed ro uſe them 3 and ſhould þ 
not be clamoured againſt by "others indy 
ſcreetly and. uncharitably : for in them 
klves they are adminicula pittatis, 


The Love of FESUS, 38x 
maids to devotion and holy contririon. And 
they that know themſelves are ſenſible that 
want all poſſible helps to ſtir them up 
and relieve their dulneſs. When our un-+ 
derſtandings are convinced we have not 
quite done, means muſt be uſed alſo to af- 
fe& the fancy and to 1ngage the afteions, 
And be had need be very ſure of bus ſtrength, 
that refuſeth the aſſsſtance of all auxiliaries, 


—_—_— 
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CHAP. XXV. 


4 paſſionate Meditation on-the Paſſion of 
our Bleſſed Saviour. 


M” love is crucified, ſaid that loving 
| and holy Martyr J1gzatizs , decla- 
ring how earneſtly 
he wiſhed: to-die for 
JESUS : and fo, 
conſidering: the paſſi- 
on of ZESHS, I 
meditate with him ; 
My love is eratified, my deareſt Saviourdies 
in moſt bitter pains z he hath been rudely' 


Zoy  vuiv year 
9s ieGy 7s mou 
veiv, © $4g Tewg 
£5avew*), 


' bound and drag'd from place to place ;z he 


hath been ſtripe, tied to a poſt, and whipr 
like a vile ſlave 3 he hath been buffered 


\ nd caned, and abuſed with all manner-of 


COntu= 


——_— 
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contumelics 3 and now I ſce him crowned 
with thorns, all over ſputtle and blood. 4 
fee him ſtretched upon the Croſs, where 
his hands and his feet are nalled ; his head 
hangs dawn ; 1 read in his pale face-and 
his weeping eyes, the excremity of hi 
pain, the anguiſh of his wounded pal 

Lord art thow' te 


0 Domine Feſu Chri- 
fle, jr mntel!igentis quam 
mihi dedijti uti veilem 
feeut deberem, cernerem 
manifeſte, quo modo, no 
quam ſine modo, 4 me 
creatura tus amari mes 


whom my ſoul lovethy 
art thou my deareſt 
FESMS ! were it my 
father, my brother, 
my friend, or my be- 
nefator- that ſhould 


rueris, qui prior dulte 
xijti me ;- tanid & 
fantum, © gratis tane 
tillum, & talem, & m- 
gratuurm, Tdiot. 


ſuffer thi; uadeſer- 
vedly, how would 1 
piry them ! but ſhould 
they ſuffer this u 
my account, | 
could not outlive (ach a fight ! if a__ 
elſe, love would certainly wound my 

20 dearh. But behold ir is fo ; this cruck 
fied, this dying man is my father, he git 
me my being ;, he is my brother, he came 
down from heaven and took humane fic, 
that he might have that re{ation wo me ; he 
is my friend, he lays down his life to (are 
mIge; 1" e benefaRtor, from 
him 1 receive all Thave ; «ll the blefſing, 
—_— things Icnjay I owe to his kit 


Rat now thy foul, luppoſe that from bs 
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Crofs thou ſhouldeft hear him, thus ex- 


pig. is love, and beſpeaking thine. 
« Ghriftian, deareſt Chriſtian, for whom 
«here IL die 3 confider ſeriouſly,imprine it jt 
«thine heart, what in my words, what in my 
« myſtertes,thon readeſt of my ſuffering for 
«hee 5 conſider who I am, what I endure, 
G and to what end. Iam the eternal Son of 
«God whom the Angels adore : I became 
&« Man to make thee partaker of the Divine 
« Nature; I am infraicely rich, the whole 
« univerſe is 'myne # I became thus deſti- 
«rate _ things to purchaſe true riches 
« or thee ; Iam of an Almighty Power, 
« the whole world was made and ſubfilts 
« by me : 1 am now weak to make thee 
« ſtrong, I am overcome of mine enemies 
« ro make thee conquer thine ; I am 
« crowned with glory, and clothed with 
« Majelty ; I how were theſe thorhts, and 
« am become naked, to doth thee with 
© robes of righteonimeſs, and Crown thee 
« with a Royal Diadem ; T am the inex- 
& hauſtible fountain of joy and happineſs 2 
_ _ gs Two wcries, 0 
«© make \thee joyful- an py 3 Famin- 
* finitely pure and innocent :: 1 am be- 


© come a ſacrifice for ſmy to merit thy 
© pardon, and to ſanftifhe. ard make the 
© holy; F am the Author of life, the firſt 
© and the laſt : I-now die to make thee hve 
«for ever. ; nothing but love moves a 
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© thus, to ſuffer for thee, and nothi 


ng by 


&« love I require for it. Deareſt ſoul, 


Aſpice ſerve Dei, ſic me 
Poſuere Fudei, 

Aſpice mortalis, pro te 
datur hoſtia talir, 

A ſpice devote, quonjam 
ſe pendeo pro te, 

Introitum vite reddo ti- 
bi, red le mih1 tes 

In cruce ſum pro te, qui 
peccas deſine pro me, 

Deſine do veniam , dic 
culpam, corrige vitame 


« ſins are more grie. 
&« yous to me than 

« wounds ; add ng 
& ſorrow. to my for. 
* row by remaining 
<« 1mpenitent ; 

& not this requeſt to 
<« thy dying bleed 
cc x Axl eo. 
© wouldeſt mortific 
&« thy luſts and for- 


& fake thy fins; all 
c that is paſt I heartily —_— if thoube- 
« comeſt true penitent, I freely give m 
« ſelf for thee, and beg that chou woul 
<« pive thy ſelf ro me. 


To this, O my Soul, with the greateſt 
love and wonder thou maift thus reply, 


W hat ſhall I ſay now,deareſt Lord ? Words | 


cannot-anſwer thee, Iam amazed, I am 
aftoniſbed, I know. not- how to ſpeak, my 
rongne cannot expreſs what my hearr feels. 
Lord, I will ay. nothing ! I will anGver 
with fighs and tears, wich devour- affe&ti- 
ons, by reſigning and giving up my body 
and ſoul to thee. I will anſwer by obedi- 
ence, by a&ions; by now falling to work 
to reform my life, to mortifie my finful 
luſts, ro cnt off the members of the body of 


| 


} 


ſio,. + 
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fin, Sweeteſt 7ES#, I will love thee 
with all the affe&tions = heart can enter. 
tain; no boſome ſin ſhall be ſo dear to me; 
but for thy ſake I will heartily part with 
itz no luſt ſhall be ſo pleaſing, but I wall 
kill it, at thy requeſt and command ; even 
my natural defires and inclinations will I 

dly deny, when they come in compett- 
tion with that duty and love I owe, and 
ever will pay my deareſt ZE $ #S. Sweet- 
eſt Lord 1t was I, had deſerved tobe ſmit- 
ten, to be covered with ſhame, to be de- 
rived of life : and thou ſuffereſt all rhefe 
or me; for me vile wretch ; for me my 
Lord ; was it for me? O where ſha'l I find 
ſach another friend ? or rather what ſhall 
I do, to requite thy kindneſs and mercy ? 


| 1 can give thee nothing but love and 


thanks ; and that will I do. O my Blefſed 
Lord who waſt ſpet upon ; I humbly wor- 
ſhip thee, Thou waſt reviled like a vite 
ſlave ; I praiſe thee, and own my ſelf thy 
ſervant, The Jews refuſed thee for their 
King 3 but thou art mine, thou art my 
Bleſſed xg" I care not what becomes 
of me here, fo I may come to bleſs and 
adore thee for ever | Lord, if there 1s a 
=_ where thou art nottoved and magni- 

ed, let me never come into it. Aſſiſt me 
deareſt Lord, ler no pleaſure or pain, no 
fear or hope, no profit or loſs, no tempra- 


\ tions within or without, cyer make me to 


offend 


offend thee. O ye Spirits and Souls of thi 
Righteous, praiſe ye the Lord, praiſe bim, mad 
magnifie bim ſor evtr! Orhar 1 could butjoin 
with you, to expreſs worthily my thanks 
and praticude ! O thar all the world would 
jorn with me to praiſe and glartfie the Lord 
thar died for us ! Bleſſed ] E SU, denf 
the thoughts of 6ur hearts, by the inſpiration o 
thy boly Spirit, that we may perfetily love tha, 
and worthily magzifie thy boly name, now au 
for evermore. Amt. 


I ith. uh. _—y 


— — —_ 


CHAP. XXVI. 


Of a fincere amendment which muſt bi 
wrought by proper. meanc, 


u T fickle and unhappy creatures, 
that we are, we often promiſe well, 

bur ſeldom ſtand to our ingagements 5 our 
reſolutions are good and our performances 
very defettive ; The ſpirit is willing, but tht 
Beſh #® weak. I muſt not therefore, O my 
Saul, re{t mn generals, but 1 muſt reſolve 


more eſpecially againſt thoſe ſins I'am in» 


clined to ; not only againſt rhem, but 
alſo upon the means —_— oVer- 
come and morrifie them ; as avoiding the 


eccafions and juticements, infliting 00 x 
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ſelf ſuch ſevericies, as may be proper re- 
medies, and tying my ſelf to ſuch pious 
exerciſes, as I know will drive away the 
temptation. To forſake my fins, 1s not to 
forbear drunkenneſs, when perhaps I am 
not inclined to ir; or to avoid ſwearing, 
when I look upon it as an unpleafing and 
unprofitable fin ; or to hate covetouſneſs, 
when by narure I am liberal : bur, knowing 
what fin pleaſeth me moſt, whar vice my 
temper inclines me to, and what rempta- 
tion is moſt ſtrong and tmportunate upon 
me, by my callingor my company, againſt 
that to forifie my ſelf, and 1mploy the ut- 
moſt of my {trength 3 againſt char ro watch 
add pray, and uſe fincere and earneſt en- 
deavours, To forſake my fins, is.not to 
fay, Iwill forfake them. Some men, when 
theyare called wpon by fear, adverſity, or 
the ſecret voice of God within them, are 
forward enough 10 Ingage with the Elder 
Brother m the Goſpel, Lord, 1 will go aud 
worb bn thy vineyard : but their horzeal and 
haſty promiſe , ſoon decays into negh- 
gence, and ar laſt into a*cold denial. 
Though I reſolve againſt my natural corrup- 
tions never (o ſeriouſly, chat will nor ſub» 
due them, without T uſe proper means for 
tz tO tabe up my croſs and follow Chriſt, to 
ſmſake al for him, to deny my ſelf, to tabe the 
hngdon of beaven by force, to cut off my right 
dand, and pluck out my eyes when they offend, 

15 
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Is more than barely to reſolve, and pro. 
miſe high and proceed no further. They that 
are Chris have, not only verbally renoun- 
ced, bur aQually crucified the fleſh, with the 
affettions and luſts, Gal, 5. 24» therefore 
now, Þ have given up my ſelf to Chriſt 
and defire ever to be his, I muſt pray hear- 
tily, and watch diligently againſi my fins, 
thoſe eſpecially that are molt pleaſing and 
cuſtomary to me ; I muſt, like S. Paul, nor 
not fight in the air againſt generals, but 
wnaty my. body, be temperate in all things, 
ſtrive to the utmoſt for the incorruptible 
crown ; I muſt uſe that violence to my (elf, 
fuch harſh applications , ads of penance 
and morrtification, of my own or the Spl- 
ritual Phyſicians appointment, as are fit 
and requiſite to cure my diſtemper, to ex- 
| or reform that evil inclination whit 


ts inconſiſtent with my loveto ZESMS.'| 
| 
quently to meditate on the paſſion of Chriſt, | 


To that end ir will be very uſeful fre- 
the day of our change, our appearance in 
judgment, the joys of heaven, the tor- 
ments of hell, and the amazing conſiders 
tion of Eternity : andI am- perſwaded that 
ir would be an excellent inſtrument of Re- 
formation, and very uſeful in many caſes, 
ro acquaint the Spiritual Judge and Phyſ- 
cian with the diſtempers of our Souls and 


the ſtate of our conſcience. But what eve! 


means we uſe for our amendment, we 


"— 


s 


( 


# 
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be ſure that they be effeKual, And as he 
that would cure 4 natural evil, applies 
ſtronger remedy where a weaker 15 found 
inſufficient : . ſo muſt he that would cure the 
ſpiritual diſeaſes of his foul, ſtill uſe ſtroug- 
er applications 3 boggle at nothing thar 
may be requiſite to eſcape his danger and 
recover his health. Bur be ſure we really 
defire to be healed, for thenall things con- 
ducing to that end, will be welcome and 
acceptable. Sz deſederas, via brevis eſt & 
ſwavis : ſi neglig, longa eſt &> laborioſa. 
Every man that ſtriutth for the maſtery is tem- 
prrate in all things ;, now they do it to obtain 
a corruptible crown, but we an incorruptible : 
He that would vyanquiſh his antagoniſt, was 
in the firſt -t_ to vanquiſh himſelf, to 
endure hardſhip and ſeverity, and uſe all 
endeayours for the vifory, for a fading 
garland + ſo he that will overcome his 
luſts, and maſter himſelf, and obtain that 
heavenly crown which never fadeth, muſt 
uſe great induſtry, many arts, all means 
that can conduce to that end, 
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CHAP. XXVII. 


Love the beſt inſtrument of Self-Refo« 
mation and true penitence, with a 
att of bearty contrition, 


UT the voluminous dire&ions of Cs 
J I fuiſts and Confeſſioniſts cannor reach 
all caſes and all particulars : tro ſhorreg 
our labour therefore, let rhe love of JE 
S # $ do rhe work of ſelf-reformarion and 
it will be ſooneſt and beſt done, Lovewill 
find out the moſt effeual means for the 
extermination of our ſins, and loye willuſt 
them to the beſt purpoſe. Certain it 
that love mm all inſtances, ſers men upon 
a&ts of ſelf-denial ; as great Generals and 
many more, who forego the peaceable 16+ 
joyment of the comforts they might hae 
at home, and expoſe themſelves to dats 
gers, becauſe they love honour ; merchants 
who forſake their deareſt relations , and 
run through many great troubles and 
becauſe they love gain z and rhe more gt 
nerous love of friendſhip, which hath cat» 


ſed many to chuſe great incoveniences and | x 


even death to ſerve their friends : 


fer 
therefore certain it is alſo that che ay ' notip 
ES4 
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ES&S will make his yoke and even his 
roſs eafie 3 will make us deny our ſelves 
and forbear what diſpleaſeth him, though 
atherwiſe pleaſing ro us. That men might 
he without excuſe, God hath made a ſhore 


nock upon the earth : 
« (faith S. Aug. ) by 
« conraRing his 1tm- 
« menſity 1nto the 
« arrow dimenſions 


Ut nemo habet excuſt» 
tionem in die judicii vo» 
Init Deus, ſicut ſcriptum 
eſt,conſummare & abbre- 


viare verbum ſuper ter» 


ran, Aug.de Do&.Chri- 


« of man, he hath 
ſtiana, L1,c. 1, 


« abbreviated his do- 
« grige and our task. 
{86's $ is the Center and the ſum of our 
aith and Religion, and the love of 7 E- 
S#S is the content of our duty, 7 have 
dternined, (ſaith S. Paul) not to know any 
thing among you ſave Jeſus Chriſt and him cru» 
fd, and we preach Chriſt crucifped, to the 
ms a ſtumbling block, and to the Con 


lbueſs : but to them that are called, Chri 
the power of God, and the wiſdom of God, 
1 Cor. 2, 2. and 1. 24. that is, in whom 
God fully reveals his will, and gives us full 
power to fulfil ir. Therefore ( faith the 
Apoſtle) God forbid that I ſboxld glory ( avt in 
the Croſs of Jeſus Chriſt my Lord ; by whom the 
world is crucified unto me,and 1 unto theworld. 
Gal644. The knowledge and love of 7 E- 
Ws, our Crucified Saviour,is the molt pro- 
| Per means to teach us our duty, the greateſt 
; Uoeive to undertake It, and the beſt in- 
| ſtrumenc 
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ſtrument to perform and effe& ir withall; 
1t will kill our lufts, crucifie the m 
of the body of fin, and carry us through 
the labours and difficulties of penitence 


and ſincere amendment : ir will be the ful. | 


filling of repentance, as it 1s the fulfilling of 
the law, | 
For, as love is ſtrong to overcome ſtr 
enemies, to kill the greateſt fins: ſo is1t 
wiſe and quickfighted'ro ſee and to find 
out the leaſt. A loving friend will not 
not (lander and defame his friend, not 
rob, or ſtrike, or murther him : but mill 
forbear all words and a&ions which 
might bring him the leaſt grief or incon» 
venience; love w?ll not only not gire'the 
teſt provocations 3; but even not dif 
oblige or diſpleaſe in the leaſt inſtances 
And now my foul, I muſt apply this 
home, and thereby examine how true are 
my reſolves and proteſtatjons, if my love 
to ZESU4S my Lord be ſmcere, it wil 
not only keep me from confederation with 
his profeſt and greateſt enemies, bur'even 
make me ſhun and forſake the moſt ſecret 
and contemptible of them : I mean that 
the love of FE S «S$ will never ſuffer me 
to entertain any the leaſt fin ; and whet- 
ever I find that I have been nnhappily {& 
duced to commit any, it will cauſe me to 
grieve and ſadly to repent, that T have di 
pleaſed my deareft Sayiour, and womndes 
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; Wends.and -reſtirution to thoſe I have any 


9 

tat tender love I owe him, and profeſs 
ever to have for him. And indeed, it is 
reported of many devour | <q. great 
brers of FES#S, that they would for- 
row and- weep for ordinary failings, for 
{mall omiſſions, more than others would, 
for much greater ſins. Divine Love, like 
a bright burning flame, will feel a commo- 
tion and diſturbance by the leaſt drop of 
water that falls upon ir.: a ſmall irregularity 
will be more grievous. to a pious lover of 
7ES4S, than great crimes to another. 
Therefore he that could ſay, the love of Chriſt 
waſtraineth us, would alſo highly complain, 
and under the ſenſe of our unavoida- 
ble umperfe&ion 3 O wretched man that 1 
an, who ſhall deliver me from the body ei this 
duth ? Rom. 7. 244 Nothing will make us 
more ſenſible of our leaſt and moſt common 
fins, than the love of FESHS; It will 
make us angry at, and impatient of them, 
and earneſt and ſevere in reforming of 
them, | 


Now therefore as I profeſs my ſelf afin- 
cere and affe&ionate lover of FES#S, 
lam obliged to undo, as much as may be, 
what'T have done amiſs, and to do 1t no 
more: this carneſtly and vigorouſly I muft 
now reſolve, and beg the dFine race an 
aſhſtance ro perform it.  I\muſt make 


ways 
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ways damnified in body, goods, or name. 
ex even ak their pardon for the rm _ 
and then bewail my fins, grieve that T hay 
offended my Divine an —_— Maſter, | 5nd 
and beg his forgiveneſs,, and in cavour by Fi. 
rears and contririon to waſh away the flag j;4, 
and ſpots wherewith my ſoul is 
and diſpleaſerth the holy eyes of the Holy 
FES4S. And fo to own and to bye 
JESuS my Maſter, binds upon me a}; j, 
the duties of holy penitence ; repentang 
muſt now be my my work ; and I muſthh |. 
like a true penitent. Eſpecially on tm, | (,;. 
Fridays, and ſach other times as the Churd  ,,.., 
appointed, and devout Chriſtians uſe kr {,,.; 
mortification, and more ſolemn devotion | 1;c.; 
F muſt then, and even every night calm ,, (. 
ways to remembrance. And ( befides tho | ,, 1. 
arer provocations wherewith I have< joyf 
fended my Lord, 1n the days of my fd! |. 
and inconfideration) 1 ought alfo ro take and 
notice of thoſe fins of daily incurfjon' lf 
committed ; and weep over them al}, and 
beg for pardon : and this I ſay, eſpecial 
on penitencial days, For hough true col 
trition ſhould always abide in the heart d 
every one that truly loves FESW4S, 
there are occaſions and proper times i] ; 
bring it forth z when we are ro make it of 
buſmeſs to ſofren our hearts, and malt 
them melt into penitent tears. Wh 
muſt be done by religious exerciſes, Lori 
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I medications, and ſuch a&s of contrition as 


thus. 

My deareſt ZE S4S, I owe to thy 
kindeſt goodnets, my being and all the 
bleſſings I enjoy ; and T know that thou 
didſt come down from heaven to dic on 
the Croſs, that I might not die in hell 
to eternity 3 to ſuffer a bitter and ſhame- 
ful death, that T might live in eternal joys, 
I hope to ſee thy glorious face, one day ; 
[ hope to receive a crown from thy gract- 
ous hands ; I hope to dwell in thy bliſsful 
ſociery for ever. Deareſt Saviour, if thou 
wert upon earth, T would go all the world 
over to proſtrate 'my ſelf before thee, ro 
kikthe ground thy Holy Feet ſhould tread, 
to ſerve thee to ſhew my love and gratt- 
tade to thee, Deareſt Lord, 1 would now 
joyfully give up my life for thee ; I would 
lole the laſt drop of my blood to pleaſe 
and glorifie thee 3 I would die rather than 
deny thee. Why then, unhappy wretch 
that I am, do I offend thee, to whom I 
owe my (eli, and all that I have ? Why do 
I wound thee by my tranſgreſſions, who 
waſt wounded for them, by thy love ? Why 
do I grieve thee, who purchaſeſt eternal 
ys for me ? Why do I diſpleaſe thee, 
wth whom I hope to live and dwell, and 
from whom I expe& mercy and ſalya- 
ton ? Why doI fin againſt thee, whom I 
bye with all my ſoul ? and why do no: 1 

þ live 
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live ro thee, for whom I would die. (offer 
1f what thou haſt done and ſuffered for 
be not able ro win my heart,whar canſt thay weel 
do more ? but O break and yield finfy 
hearr of mine 3 open the way to tears and | j1ur | 
grief; and let the love of thy deareſt | qv 
viour, enter, and fill, and ever poſſeſs thee, | (nt, 


" ——* hed 
CHAP. XXVIIL ! foro 


That Love will ſweeten as well as produc he 
; £ 

the trueſt penitence : and that tm] jagly 
wiſdom, not melancholly is the guide} tart] 


_ of ſincere penitents. | _ 


came 
Uch conſiderations and — 8 by th 
theſe will produce not only lacryns! they 
dolovis, rears of grief , but ud lars, wl 
amoyis, tears of love and erue contrition ; Spirit 
and moreover will make pleaſant all te} norhj 
ſeverines of repentance which are ſow-| 5ylir, 
accepiable and fo repugnant to nature?! neſs a 
thoſe things that would be ungrateful, | and | 
a&s of juſtice on our ſelves, or obedient} jn, ar 
and ſubmiſſion to a ſevere Maſter, wills] the l 
come delightful as as of love to a graciows | perſy 
beloved Lord. In amore nihil amari, WI and { 
love all things are ſweer that are done dt | 
ſuffered, 
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ſuffered, for the ſaxe of the beloved. 7x 
tabt pleaſure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 
wetſities, in perſecutions , in diſtreſſes for 
(wiſts ſabr, farth S. Paul, 2 Cor, 12. 10, 
that great lover of FE S#&45S ; not that 
thoſe things are of their own nature plea- 
(ant, whether inflifted by our ſelves or 
others 3 *rwas ſor Chriſts ſabe that he 11- 
= | ked them. - He likewiſe that by ſelf-denial, 
and revenge on himſelf, expreſſing his 
! forrow for his ſins, ſhews his love to 7 Fa 
F4S, is certainly delighted with rhe moſt 
| iffiitive of choſe voluntary ſufferings, as 
they are expreſſions of his love. Accord- 
ingly "ris ſaid of ſome Religious perſons, 
thattheir watchings, and faſtings, and all 
; theſevericies to which they had ried them- 
ſelyes as exerciſes of true repentance, be- 
| camein proceſs of time, (o pleaſant to rhem 
8 by the devoutneſs of their affeions, rhat 
®! they were aſiraid of having their Paradiſe 
©! here in this world, and conſulted their 
5} Spiritual guide about it. And certainly 
nothing bur love could carry the primitive 
Solitaries and Coenobites through that uncaſ1- 
| neſs and hardſhip they willingly undertook, 
p endured many years, and rejoyced 
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In, and would not have exchanged for all 
the pleaſures in the world ; they _ 
perſuaded that thereby they recovere 
and ſecured the favour of 7 ES #5 whom 
they loved, and whoſe love they eſteem- 
F 2 ed 
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Perhaps it. will be ſaid by ſome, tha ppt 
ſuch things are the effet of melanchdl | gho 
or a forward and miſguided zeal, na &} hen 
true piety. But ler it be conſidered, thal xe 
natural love it ſelf hath done, and ſtill dah/ pret 
wonderful things. The love of friend(hig | goir 
the love of luſt, the love of riches and ant gen 
bitjon have ſct men upon difficult atrempy | 1; n 
have made them deſpiſe great danger, | tw 
have carried them through many labour | xre 
and (ſufferings, and perhaps as great as the | tha 
moſt mortified Chriſtian ever .undertodk } et 
for } ES4S and Eternity. This hath? + 
been and js ſtill the effe& of Natural Low, ' mj 
and ſure Divine Love, whoſe objeR is , te 
infinitely more excellent, may do atleaſt | jng 
as mnch. Fl 

Beſides, things temporal ſcem great ata 
diſtance ; bur near at hand, they appex| an: 
as they are indeed, mean and contemp-} thi 
tible : whereas contrariwiſe, things &| {6 
ternal, as they ſeem ſmall and deſpic-| cal 
ble afar off, ſo near at hand they apper| an 
great and immenſe, they overwhelm the | et 
mind. Hence it js, that dying men who | ou 
are on the brink of eternity, are amazed m 
at the thoughts and near. proſpeR of it Þ (e 
and expre's great regret for their paſt 1} on 
conſideration, and promiſe great thing | w 
for the future, if they might live longer: / ſi 

looking | 


| 
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ents, Jooking upon the world, as an empty no- 
thing, not to be regarded where eternity 
, tha] appears 3 and hence it js alſo, thar they, 
chaly, | aho approach things eternal, and view 
not off them by meditation and contemplation 
I, tha xe of the fame mind, have the ſame ap- 
Il dot prehenſions of them, and a& accordingly 2 
dltiy| doing thoſe things which dying men re- 
d an-f pent they have not done. For indeed, it 
Mp! 3; no illuſion or decer, but a great and real 
gens, ! trach, that the world and all its conceras 
bours | zre nothing, compared to eternity : and 
as the | that we can never be roo careful to obtain 
took } crernal joys, and avoid eternal ſorrows. 
hath? How much the bleſſed Apoſiles and pri- 
Lore, ' nitive Chriſtians were ated by this confi- 
5 ſo; derarjon,S.Paul gives us ro underſtand,ſay- 
:Kall | ing,that whilſt they looktnot on things viſi- 
and tranſirory, but on things 1nviſible and 
ata} erernal, then their affiiions were light 
peat} ond but - a moment, 2 Cor. 4. 16, &C. 
mp-! though they laſted many years, and were 
$ &-| fo great, that the very thoughts of than 
IC| can make us tremble, yet they were light 
pe | and momentary, whilſt they looked on 
the | eternicy: and they fainted not, though their 
who | outward man decayed daily, by their great 
zed ) mortifications, and their laborious zeal to 
| ſerve God; and all this, whilſt we loo not 
I} on the things that are ſeen, but on the things 
0gs { which are not ſeen : for the things which are 
r: | ſin are temporal, bit the things which are not 
Ing | F 3 ſeen 


F 
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ſeen ar2 eternal. So that it 1s the effet 
a wiſe and moſt ratzonal confideration, 
value and love him above all things, who 
by dying for us, Fath reſcued us from eter. 
nal ruine, and obrained erernal happinek 
for us : and to make 1t appear by, all mean 
poſſible, doing or ſuffering any thing tha 
may manifeſt our love to JESUS, and 
aſlure us of a bleſſed eternity. Ir may juſt 
ly be feared that the indevotion and luke. 


warmne(s of very many, not the worſt of 


Chriſtians, will nor make them acceptable | 


to God, who declares that he will ſpuz then 
out of his mouth that are nether bot nor cald, 
Rev. 3.16, and that their careleſsneſs and 
indiflerency jn religious duties, wilt hard: 
ly ſecure their eternal intereſt. However 
I think that it is a ſhame, to ſee Benediftin, 
Franciſcins, Carthuſtans, and others, fot- 
fake the merriments, pleaſures and honon 
of the world, riſe up early, and late goto 
reſt, wear nothing bur Cllices and- coarſe 
cloth, feed poorly and lie hard : and al 
this, and much more to obſerve the Rule 
of S. Bruno, S. Francis, or ſome other fat- 
ciful or melancholy Deveto, who obliged 
them to ſome abſurd, ſome needleſs, and 
many uneaſie obſervations : from whom 
they never received any benefit, and from 
whom they can expect no kind of remune- 
ration: and at the ſame time to ſee Chri- 
ſtians nice and dainty, unwilling to de- 
prive 
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ive themſclves of any pleaſure, or to un- 
dergoany thing of hardſhip, for to obſerve 
the moſt reaſonable, holy and advantagi- 
eter, | cusRule of Chriſt ; from whom they have 
ine | received the greateſt favours, from whom 
they expe& the greareſt rewards, and to 
\ tha | whoſe ſervice and obedience they have 
devoted themſclves, by a ſolemn vow, in 
ju. | holy Baptiſm. 
uke, 
of | eee —— 
able 
ud, 
ind | That ſeverities and mortifications well 


rd: regulated, are ſubſervient to Repen- 
T tance andthe Loveof FESUS, 


ty | 
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xs | Tknow that ſome put too great a ſtreſs on 
to | I fuch outward obſervations and corporal 
ſe | auſterities, and whilſt they pervert the 
I! nghe uſe of them , greatly abuſe them- 
yes, and 1t may be deceive 6rhers alſo : 

» | butwithall it mujt be granted, that others, 
in the other extreme, as unadviſedly reje& 

{ | and condemn them as unprofitable and 
| } ſuperſtirious ; and as unreaſonably count 
| | themſelves Religious becaule they deſpiſe, 
as other becauſe they are foad of them. I 
ſhall nor derermine which of the two are 

' in the worſt error. Both certainly are 
F 4 miſtaken 
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miſtaken ; and the truth T apprehend y 
be this. The example of our Bleſſed $ | theſe, 
viour, which 1s our beſt pattern and me Je 
profitable leſſon, plainly declares that ſuch ar 
exerciſes are of great uſe, if nor neceſſy, | The) 
in our ſpiritual warfare agaipſt ſin ad | our 
remprations. So likewiſe the precepts g{ a0dt 
cutting off our right hand or foot, when they mar) 
make us offend ; of denying our ſelves, anj} Or 
taking up the Croſs ; and many more to the} the) 
ſame purpoſe, make ir our duty to uſeth: | 5# 
proper and appointed means of mortifica, Our 
tion. And that they are acceptable to Gal, | atte 
we are aſſured by Chriſt himſelf ; hm; | Srl 
faſt, be uot as the bypocrites, but anoint th | fla 
head, and wajh thy face, that thou appearut © 
unto men to faſt, but to thy Father whichſus, vat 
in ſecret : and thy Father which ſees in ſent | 
ſhall reward thee. openly, Mart. 6. 18, Hete! — 
faſting ſtands for all a&s of ſelf-denial, x 
being the moſt affliftive : and thoughthe 
meaſures thereof be not deſcribed, ye | 
thar God hath a great reſpe& and recom- | 
penſe for ir, as well as for prayers, and | 
alms, 1s clearly affirmed by our Bleſſed 
Lord. So that their remains no doubt, 
but that all corporal auſterities prudent 
undertaken and managed, whether of our 
free ſuſception, or appointed to us by our 
Spiritual Guide, or the Governours of 
Chriſts Church, to whom we are bound to 
ſubmir our ſelyes, (they being in his ſtead 
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wusz ) there is no doubt I ſay, bur that 
theſe, efpecially the laſt, are generally ve- 
firable ; 1n ſome caſes abſolutely ne- 

ary ; and always well pleaſing to God, 
They are inſtruments of Religion whereby 
our luſts are ſubdued; the body kept under ; 


and the Spirit it ſelf mortified. They are 
marks of the ſincerity of our ſorrows, and 
our regret to hare offended God. And 


\ the} they are teſtimonials of our love ro 7 E- 
the! $#S, and our earneſt deſire to ſecure 
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our duty to him for the future. All this 1s 
atteſted and proved true, not only by holy 
Scripture, and the injun&ions of che Chr1- 
ſian Church : bur alſo by the prattice and 
experience of all devour perſons, afte&tio- 
nare lovers of the Bleſled ZF ES4#S. 
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CHAP. XXX. 


| 4 ſhort Meditation for penitential days. 


R Emember that Faſting and Alm are 
the two wings of Prayer : and that 
all three muſt unite their ſtrength to raiſe 
our heavy hearts from this earth, and lift 
them up to the regions of Love, All three 
together aſcended 'as a memorial. before 
God, to plead for Cornelizs, And our 
Fs Bleſled 
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Bleſſed Saviour in one Sermon, Mat. 6, 


Joined them all three, and aſſigned totheq | 


one reward. 


Thus therefore meditate O my Soul, 
on thy days of humiliation. 

My Bleſſed Lord, T1 know that I hawe 
been too much addifted ro ſenſual ple 
ſures : and now to (peak my grief for it, 
here I mourn and aft my (clt ; Judging 


my (clf unworthy even of thoſe refreſh | 


ments, thou haſt allowed me. I have too 
much ſerved Mammon, and been too gree- 
dy of the world : and now I devote all | 
hare tochce ; giving this as an earneſt that 
all T have is thine, and that now | wil 
uſe it for my ſelf with more moderation, 


and ſpend it on others with greater ch# ' 


rity ; that thou maiſt be acknowledged 
and glorified for thy gracious gifts, and 1 
may ſpeak my dependence on thee. My 
hearr hath been too far from chee, and 
for my negligence in thy ſervice, thou 
mightit juſtly blot my name out of the hiſt 
of thy Servants, bur here I return to thee 


with tears and prayers, begging that ſtill 


thou wouldſt be my Lord and Maſter, and 
I may be more faithful and ative in watt 
ing upon thee. I pour out my ſoul before 
thee, deſiring it may evermore cleave uno 
thee moſt affeRionately : and thit no cred 
ture whatever may cyer be able to drav 
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me from that love and duty I owe thee. 
Lord, had I offended any carthly Prince, 


| that had power on me, in that grievous 


manner as I have offended thy Divine 
Majeſty, I ſhould be loaded with 1rons, 
caſt into a dungeon, and never admitted 
to ſee his face, and to beg his pardon. 
But thou giveſt me !therry and inviteſt me 
to plead for my (elf; ro come and pro- 
firate my (elf ar thy feet, to implore thy 


| mercy, toretra&t my folly, and ſhew how 


much Iam grieved for it 3 and if I am fin- 
cere in this, I am aſſured of thy pardon, 
and that thou wilt receive me to favour 
again, 

Lord, IT beſecch thee, as it 1s written in 


' thy Book that I have ſinned, o therein ler 
' tbe regiltred that I truly repent ; that I 


judge and puniſh my ſelf ; and indeavour 
what I can to undo and recall it again. Ler 
the penance I here perform, my ſighs 
and tears, my prayers and bitter ſorrows, 
Intitle me to the merirs of thy precious 
blood ; let them ſtand on record, that I 


| may be juſtified at the laſt day, to have 


been a true penitent ; thar here the judg- 
ments T have deſerved may be turned from 
me ; that having been here numbred a- 
mong thy Servants, who duly own thee 
e men ; I may hereafter be numbred 
imong thy Saints , wn glory everlaſting, 
and Lord, let my love to thee be propor- 
| tionable 
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tionable to my fins and thy great merdg, 
that T alſo may hear that blefled voi, | my 1 
much is forgiven thee, becauſe thou lovedg | yallic 
much : and I may go and- fin no- more, unru! 
and 
m— | hour 
do, | 
C H A P. XXX1. , vp 0 
beg 
page 
That repentance mu loook, forward, #4 | de 
the ſecuring of our duty fir the tim © OX) 
to come. "With inſtances and reſolu- | _ 
tions to that effect, eh 
to 1 
” T one great nalt of repentance is yet ved 
behind ; that which 1s moſt to beat ' anc 
tended to, that which I muſt chiefly de- 
fign in all atts of mortification is, that] yer 
return no more to thoſe ſins for the which | tak 
I grieve and affiit my ſelf. I mult not | vin 
only grieve that I have nor forſaken thoſe | fer 
hifts and vanities I renounced when I be- | re 
came a Chriſtian.: but I muſt now a&ually | | 
f rſake them and perform my vows. Ex- | $@ 
cept I do this, my repentance js vain, and ft 
my love not ſincere. True contrition doth | w| 
clude love, and love includes an hearty | be 
obedience. But here lies the difficulty. | th 
The occaſions and mticements of fin will | { 
doubileſs come again 3 my thoughts will | bs 
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not always be fixt upon Divine Objeas, 
mind will return to the world'; my 
will be diſorderly and my appetite 

unruly again : how ſhall I ſtand and reſiſt, 
and be ſafe, in the time of danger, 1n the 
hour of trial and remptation ? this I muſt 
do, this I reſolve to do ; devoutly to lift 
up my Soul ro FE S#S my Maſter, and 
beg his affiſtance 3 to remember my 1n- 
oapements and my proteſtations, and con- 


* fering that 1t ſhould procee 


kder how much I am bound to love and 
oxey my Lord and Saviour rather than my 


| luſts, and how — much I ſhall gain 


by it; to ſummon all the ſtrength and all 


| the powers of devour Love to my aid; and 


to uſe all choſe means I have before refol- 
req upon, for the reſiſting of remprations 


and doing my duty. 


Thus, when a provocation to anger is gt- 
ren, and I find my heart riſe, and my ſpirits 
take fire and grow turbulent ; inſtead of g1- 
ving way to the miſchievous } porpom. or ſuf. 

to hatred and 
revenge 3 I wilt turn aſide and check m 


| felfwith the remembrance of my meeke 


Saviour, who was led as a Lamb to the 
frughter and opened not bis mouth , who, 
when be was reuiied, reviled not again, when 
be ſufftred the greateſt injuries, yet uſed no 
threatning, leaving us an txample that we 
ſhould follow bis ſteps, T will rememher 
how if it becomes me to be angry with 
others, 
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others, who have ſo much reaſon tobe 


3M with my (elf for having ſo highly ay | wha 


requently, provoked my God to anger; | | that | 
w:ll conſider how 11] 1c becomes me toy | for © 
rcvengeful and ſevere to others, whenal | tefie: 


my kopes, and all my happineſs depend 
upon forbearance and mercy ; I will think 
of, and fear that juſt exprobration of my 
Lord againſt the revenyeful, thou wir 
ſervant, thouldſt not thou hav? had compaſun 
on thy fellow ſervant, as I had pity on thu; 
and I will remember that it 1s 'FESgas 
who died for me, F ES 45S for whom] 
would die, who intercedes for mine ene- 
mics ; and fo will rather rejoice that | 
have ſome of that kind of love to repay to 
my deareſt Saviour, which he ſh:wed to 
me when [1 was his enemy, Tf luſt enticeth | 
me to as of impurity, I will call to mind 
the corruption and diſſolution of this vile 
body of fm; IT will think on my laſt ac- 
count , the day of judgment, and the 
dreadful tlames of hell; and I will remem. 
ber him, who for me was crucified, and 
with whom my love hath crucified me; 
and thatnow 1s the time to niake 1t appear 
that T love him, and co juſtifie the ſincerity 
of my proteſtations. And fo, for covetoul» | 
neſs, pride, intemperance , and all ſuch 
temptations, I will reje& their atrempts 
and proffers, with indignation, as a true 
fricad would (corn the (oicitations to-be- 
may | 


— 


+ —— 
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ray his friend, thus ſaying to my (elf, 
What, ſhall I be falſe to h1m I love, to him 
that loverh me, who hath ſhed his bloud 
for me,- and ro whom I have often pro- 
teſted that I would even die for him ? ſhall 
tbreak the ſacred bonds of love, and my 
hink / moſt ſacred vows, and put my ſoul into a 
fe of regret , unquictneſs, ſhame and 
ſorrow for this vile tranfirory profit or 
pleaſure? O my deareſt ZE S#&S, thou 
Me;  knoweſt that T love thee ; I beſeech thee, 
#5 make thatlove viRorious againſt thine ene- 
nl mies and mine, I would rather die than 
e- | deny thee, for any intereſt in the world - 
tl and T hope, thou wilt not deny me at the 
tw liſt day, but own mie among thy faithful 
tz ſervants, Lord, I (crve thee not for no» 
th ' thing; great are the reaſons why I ſhould 
id = obey thee : thou haſt done much for me, 
le and from thee I ſtill expe& much ; infi- 
C- nite rewards for ſuch due and poor ſer- 
e , vices; Lord, let me die before I delibe- 
= | rately cver fin againſt thee, and forfeit thy 
d } love by falling from mine, 
, 

r 


E'E2 ES 


3 | Thusby love I reſolve to conquer my ſelf, 
to deny and mortifie my laſts; by love, I 
will ſtrive to overcome all unlawful defires, 

| Ul finful motions : and then I ſhall rejoice 

| | inthe vitory. It ſhall nor make me eicher 
proud or peeviſh, or ſevere to others : bur 
Tather humble and meek, cheerful and 
contented 3 fo that jr ſhall be ſeen by my 

Out» 
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outward deportment, how much pleaſy: 
and tranquillity my foul hath inwardh , 
thar I rejoice in what I' do for Chriſt ; tw) © 
It is delicious to me to deny my felf for hi 
ſake, to oblige ſo great, ſo true, o gene. 
rous a lover as 7 E S4S, who hath done 
all a&s of friendſhip for me, and owns me! 4 
for his friend. 7 call you not ſervants by 
friends, ye are my friends indeed, if yt & 
whatſoever I have commanded you, Joh, 14.14, ] 


Thoſe that are accounted gallant men in! 
the world will venture their lives to ſecond * 
a friend in an idle, anunchriſtian quarrel; } 
and their wounds they bear with courage | 

and count them hononrable, '/ was to ſire | 0 
2 friend ; how much more ſhould I rejoice | «, 
Mm that violence I offer to my appetites and 
unruly defires ; in what I do or ſuffer for | ,, 
to pleaſe and ſerve my heavenly, my bel, 
my deareſt friend, whom I can never love 
ſo much as he deſerves : and in loving of 
whom, I am infinitely happier than if I; 
ſhould enjoy all the pleaſures of fin, as long | 
as I live. I only grieve and am diſpleaſed | ,, 
that I can do o little for him, that I can | 
requite his loye no better. I know that 
many perſons have done far more for their | ,, 
leſs deſerving friends, than Ido, or catico | « 
for my Saviour FESHS, 6 


C HAP, 6 


Ls 
bees | 
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CHAP. XXXI. 


A ſingular example of humane Love , 
with a ſhort reflection pon it. 


x is reported by Greek hiſtorians of 
«} two loving ſiſters, Zudoxia and Irene 
« daughters ro the 


| «aſt unhappy Prince Niceph, Gregor, Chal 
| *of Moree, who with con /. 
' « his life loſt his 


«Crown and Country ; that an uncle ſaved 


, «them from the general deſolation and 


« captivity which ſoon ſucc.eded the loſt 
«battel, and carried them to old A4ndro- 
« micus their kinſman, then Emperour of 
* Conſtantinople. There, with pity, they 
* found a kind welcome, and as great re- 


| « _ as they could wiſh, Their beauty, 
© the 


Ir verrues and accompliſhment ſurpaſt 
« their princely birth, and were as em1- 
«nent as their fortune was low : fo that 
« young Andronicus who was to ſucceed 1n 
* the Empire, was in proceſs of time taken 
« with Eudoxia, loved her paſſionately, 
* and obtained the Emperours conſent to 
* marry her, This cauſed great troubles 
* to Irenea, who liked it well as ſhe w_ 
| ie 
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© her ſiſter, but could nor bur grieve ati, | « 4 
* as ſhe loved the Prince (for unhappiy | « 6 
© the had ſ(erled her affcRions on him.) | «4 
« Upon this the fell fick, and almoſt t «y 
* death : and it being obſerved that ſome | « ; 
«* diſtemper in her mind cauſed the di. } « ; 
«* ſtemper of her body, her ſiſter, pro-| « ; 
* reſting of her love to her, aſſuringher| « 
** that Eudoria ſhould have only the tite} « 
« and the trouble, but Irerea the privi- } 7h 
6 ledges and the power of an Empreſs, con» | (@] 
*« jured her to declare what cauſed her dif- - fg 
« content. Having underſtood what it waz, | ly 
« and grieving that ſhe ſhould be the occ- | (1, 
« ſon. of her ſiſters danger and ſorrow, ! his 
« ſhe preſently took from: her head a jewel | jm 
&« the Prince had given her, in form like a | 1 
fra 
fot 
ed 
to 
w 
Ct 
t0 
it 
de 
to 
pl 
ro 
t 


& half-moon ; and with it ſhe ſo wounded 
&* and disfigured her face, that ſhe cured 
*rhe Prince of his love,as ſhe deſigned:and 
6. afterwards retired to Gall;opolz, where 
<« ſhe entred a Cloiſter, and devared the 
&« reſt of her life ro God. The Prince 
« finding in Irenza what he. had loſt in Zi 
« 49x44, ſoon after entertained the ſame | 
©. pathon for her, he had for her ſiſter: 
« bur 1vexea, remembring her fſters ge- 
« nerofiry, forgor her affe&ion to the 
<« Prince ; conſidering what E+doxia had 
« yoluntarily ſuffered for ker, how great, 
« how tender a love ſhe had expreſt 


« what ſhe had done, reſolves to forſake 
, Andie 


| 
f 
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« fadronicus, to forgo her eaſe and plea- 
« ſure, and what ſhe had fo earneſtly de- 
«fred, rather than be ungrateful, Where- 
«ypon ſhe ſteals away from the Court, goes 
« to Galliopol;, enters her fiſters Cloiſter, 
«and having expreſt to her her love and 
« acknowledgments , ſhe takes the ſame 
« yows, and reſolves to live and die to 
« God, and with her bcloyed fiſter. 


* This ſtory makes me prieve and bluth, that 


olitle gratitude ſhould be paid ro 7ES4S 
for greater benefits, for that incomparable 


| love he hath ſhewed men 1a dying for 
*| them; that I my (elf ſhould fo 11] require 
| bis much greater kindnets, fo poorly and 
| imperfeFly return his moſt wonderful 
; love, What, ſhall I think 1t much to re- 


frain my intemperance for his ſake, who, 
for mine, faſted long and often, and raſt- 
ed vinegar and gall ? ſhall I think it much 
to mortifhe my pride and anger for him, 
who, for my ſake deſpiſed the ſhame of the 
Crols, and returned nothing but meekneſs 
tothe greateſt provocations ? ſhall I think 
it much to refrain my worldly, covetous 


* | defires for him, who, for me, became 


_ naked, deſtirute of all things, though 
were Lord of all ; ſhall I think it much, 
to deny my (clf ſome momentary ſenſual 
pleaſures, for him who. carried my ſor- 
rows, who ſhed his blood and was crucified 
to ſave me 3 No, my deareſt JES#5, 


tlly 


thy love hath overcome my heart, I wil 
be no more what I have becn, henceforth 
K ſhall be my wealth, my delight, my 
glory and ambition to ſerve and obey thee, 
give thee all poſſible demonſtrations of x 
devour, a moſt paſtionate love. 


cs 
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Some Scriptures ts ſhew the neceſſity of | |, 
departing from F n, according $0 our | 
Bapttſmal Vow. With ſome prote- | 


ſtations to conclude this firſt Part. 


His Repentance and Reformation is 

whar our Religion requires ; The 
Scripture _—_—_ it1n all that have em- 
braced Chriſtianity , and is earneſt and 
preſſing 1n its exhortations to ir, 2 beſerch 
Jou Brithren, and exbort you by the Lord 7 E- 


SHS, that as ye have received of us, how yt | 


ought to walk and to pleaſe God; ſo ye would 
aboand more and more : for ye bnow what con- 
mandments we ge you by the Lord FESUS, 
for this is the will of God, even your ſanitt 
fication, 1 Theſl. 4. 1, 2. Again, but ye batt 


not ſo learned Chriſt (as to follow the gree- | 
dincſs and luſts of the Gearilcs ) 1f Ny | 
that * 


— 
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| wil | that ye baze heard of bim, and have bern 
forth | taught by him, as the truth win JESUS, 
ty | that ye put off, concerning the former converſa- 
thee, | tin, the old man which i corrupt according 
of a | to the deceitful luſts-3. aud be renewed in the 
ſpirit of your mind ; andthat- ze put on the new 
nan, which, after God, 1 created in righte- 
— | quſreſs and true bolineſs, Eph. 4. 20 21. &e. 
| And in another place, this change, being 
abſolutely neceſſary, 15 abſolutely ſuppoſed 
{ tobe wrought 1n us by our imbracing the 
Chriſtian Faith. If ye are riſen with Chriſt, 

y of | ſub thoſe things which are above - for 
) Our | jou are dead, and your life is bid with Chriſt 
| in God, — Mortifie therefore your members 

| which are upon the earth, fornication, unclean« 
. us, inordznate affetiion, evil concupiſcence, 
ard couttouſnels which # zdolatry in 
nis the which ye walked ſometime when ye lived 
The inthem, but zow, you alſo-pnt off theſe, anger, 
em- wrath, matice, blaſphemy, evil communication 
and } ut of your moath 3 lis not one to another, ſering 
wich | that you have put off the old man with his 
' F. | drtds, and have put on the new man, which is 
wt | rmewed in knowledge, after the image of bim 
wid | that created bim. Col. 3.1,2,&c, In theſe and 
2m- | many More places to the ſame purpoſe, it is 
/S, } plainly 1implyed, that rrue .Chriſtians are 
7% | mindful and carcful co fulfil their baptiſmal 
eve | Promiſes; to renaunce the devil and all his 
eee { works, &c, It 15 not love alene that binds this 
bt | duty upon us : our profeſſion abſolutely 
ut | requires 
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requires it of all that have given their name 
ro Chriſt, and expe Salvation from him, 
Love may inforce the obligation, and aſhfi us, 
us to diſcharge it : but it 1s the defign and | #* 
the teror of Chriſtianity it (elf, to reclaiq | 1 
us from ſin ; to ſanifie our affeRionz | * * 
that our lives and a&tions may be holy az bod 
-becomes the Goſpel. The grace of God which | 0" 
bringeth ſalvation, teacheth 1s that denying if 
ungodlineſs,and worldly Lufts,we ſhould lint in bath 
this preſent world ſoberly, righteouſly, and gody, | 3,4 
Tit. 2. 11. 12. This is the ſum of ourduty ; | Pri 
that we ſhould be temperate in our bodies bet 
and minds, juſt and charitable in our in. | *' 
rercourſe with other men, aud pious in our | ® 
minds, devout in a&s of Religion and wor- } P* 
ſhip to God, the learning and pradifing ' 
this leſſon 15 that whereby the offered (al- | be 
vation 1s obtained and laid hold on; tit | F 
whereby we muſt make it appear, that we ſo 
indeed own Chriſt for our Lord and $+ \, ® 
yiour, and that we do truly love him with | he 
all our hearts and ſonls, | 


Now therefore T muſt remember that] | * 
am not mine own, Iam his that made and | ® 
redeemed me ; Tam his to whom I have b 
- given my ſelf, when I undertook manſully to x 

| 
] 


fight under his banner againſt ſin, the world 
and the devil, To me 1s addreſt that ex- 
hortation, Thou, O man of God, flee thiſt 
things (ſitrifes, diſputes and a” 

ore 
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name | before mentioned) and follow after righte- 
| him, aſs; godlineſs, faith, love, patience, meeh- 
aff | as, fight the good fight of faith, lay bold on 
ternal Lift, 1 Tim. 6. 11,12. I am become 
1Souldier of FESHS 3 to me S.Paul ſpeaks, 
Hong, | ® well as to Timothy, Thou therefore endure 
ly a herdneſs as a good Souldier of Jeſus Chriſt, 
phich | No-man that warreth intangles himſelf with the 
affairs of this life, that be may pleaſe him who 
bath choſen him to be a Sovlater, 2 Tim, 2, 
odh, 4 344 [If I were inthe Militia of any other 
Prince, I might endure hardne(s enough, 
before I could obtain his favour, or indeed 
in. | beraken notice of 3 hear and cold, hunger, 
our | thirſt and wearineſs, ſleepleſs nights and 
perpetual dangers ; all this, and much 

* more I might endure many years, and not 
al. | be looked on ; here my General hath 
nat | prevented me with his kindneſs ; he firſt 
we | fought againſt mine encmies ; he firlt loved 
2. | me, and endured hardſhip for me ; and 
th | henores every thing I ſuffer for him, ſets 
It down, and ajligns a reward to Ir, Under 
another Commander I might do brave 
7 | ations, bchave my (elf valiantly, and yet 
4 | Not be ſeen : here my General hath always 
e | his eyes upon me, he incourageth me 3 
g | and rejoiceth to ſee my fortitude ; he 1s 
{ | alway ready to help me, and 1s moſt de- 
lighted, when he ſecs me zcalous and di- 

; ( Iigent. T might fight long cnough for an 
 * earthly King, I could only get a poor ſub- 
ſiſtence 


_—_ 
Aa 
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ſiſtence or an empty fame, but never 
much as one province of his dominions; 
here, fighting for my heavenly King, 1 
ſhall ger unvaluable treaſures , immortd 
glory, and a Kingdom which ſhall haveng 
end, To bim that overcometh will I grant to ſit 
with me in my throne, Rev. 3. 21. Inil 
therefore, never again, fight againſt the 
captain of my ſalvation, and I will never 
forſake him 3 I will ofren renew my youg, 
often (wear allegiance to him, upon tha 
ſacred blood which he ſhed for me, and 
which he gives me to comfort and ({treng- 
then my heart; I will daily think on thoſe 
things that may increaſe my zcal and dili. 
gence, and help me to reſiſt remptations ; 
and I will ſuffer any thing, uſe all means 
poſſible to perform theſe reſolutions, and 
approve my ſelf unto death, a lover of 
FESUS. If any man loves not the Lind 
JESUS, lit bim be Anathema Maranatha 


— ——_ 
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McACE 


Have now gone through the greater 
| balf of my task,, the negative part 

of our Baptiſmal Vow, and of our 
Dnty. The greater half I call it, becauſe 
our Nature (tands net in zquilibrio, 
in an indifference betwixt good and evil, 
but s depraved and ill inclined : and the 


| way to vertxe will be ſmooth and plea- 


| ſant, when once by grace and love we 


| 


have renownced our fins, and our Vicious 


= ng are both ſubdued and refi- 


x” therefore thou haſt entred and 
liked this Cloifter ſo far, thou maieſt 
ſafely advance further, and go throngh 
what remains \ if thou haſt approved 
and obſerved its Rules bitherto, the reſt 
cannot but be acceptable andeafie to thee. 

G 2 As 


"The PREFACE. 


As a Traveller in a ſtrange En 
try meets with many hardſhips and day 
gers, but at home amongſt friends d& 
lights in journeying : So the Lone o 

ESUS among the works of thi 
devil, the ſinful Infts and vanities if 
thi world, might meet with difficulties 
and a rugged way, but now converſin 
with faith and good workg.the holy will 


God and.bis glorious rewards, it will prv- 
ceed withj oy,and a pleaſant ſpeedy progreſl, 

T have called the Love of FESUS 
The Reformed Monaſtcry, partly t 
work upon thy fancy, that by thy Chri- 
ftian profeſſion thou mighteſt think thy 
ſelf as entred into a new ſtate of life, and 
cloijtered in from looſe company and ſinful 


ne : and alſo to give thee to un- | 


rftand that tbough thou beeſt not under 
any ſevere monaſtich ingagements, yet by 
thy being a Diſciple and ſervant of F E- 
SUS thou art bound to be ftrit and 
watchful over thy ſelf, to uſe thoſe 1e- 
medies againſt ſins and temptations, 


thoſe proper helps to devotion, which are 
uſeful 


| be 
\ $ 
tr 


P 
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ofiful and ſubſervient to Vertue and © 
' daw _ and will aſſiſt thee to ſecure 
r ds [th duty and thy happineſs. Old bere- 
ve of | ſt we + eva often revive and appear 
th | mder a new dreſs : and it may ſerve 

s of [th ends of true goodneſs and piety 
[ties | ts diverſifie Chriſtian inſtru&ions, and 
fing | » bring them forth under new and 
of nm forms. What one is not mo- 
m- | wd withall, may affett another and 
ref, | thevery novelty of a name or method may 
/ $ | nake that to be looked upon, which otber- - 
ty | wiſe would paſs unregarded. 
NH- | Iknow that I have fallen very ſhort of * 
by ' mhat my Subject could bear, and per- 
1d | baps ſome wHll think that I have not been 
17 | enough in my particulars and in-my 
> | lireftions : but my only deſign was to 

r | beet and entertain Divine Love in our 
y | Souls, well knowing that that Le af 
tmwards, would ſoon inlarge our hearts 

and or knowledge, and puide us right 
, | all caſes, TF T can but teach thee, 
| Reader, to love FESUS with all 
ty beart, I am ſure I have brought thee 


into 


a 


The PREFACP- 
mito the eaſieſt and the only fafe wayy | 
Heaven, © He hath |* 


Pracipuam Chri- © t wnght the beſt part 


ftianz pietat!s por= «CP ,1;.: 
rionem docuir,quif: of Religion andty 


quis ad hujus in- © 72 belt purpoſe 
tiamavic ' amorem, © who bath taught 
Era. * others to love it, 
Ana they certainly 

love it, and obey it too, that truly Ine 
its Author the Bleſſed FESUVS, [f | wi 
we truly love him we ſhall afterward; | 
refuſe bim nothing. WW here a man gives | #4 
his heart, be will neither refuſe bis hand | 
nor his knee, neither ſervice nor worſhip, | © 
where he gives his Soul and affeftions, | 
he will willingly beſtow al the wt, | "n 
God ſhall certainly command us, and | bs 
all that we can difpoſe of, without any | ſe 
reſervation, if we ſecure our love to him. © th 
Therefore Love is called the bond of per- | ® 
fefnels. It is the onely qualification can | Þ 
mahe us true Chri- | \ 

Alia virtus cum ſti2ns. © No other | ( 


peccato,ſed diletio © vertize but may = 
tua omni peccato 


contrariatur, omni/temprationi reſiſtit, |\ 


conſiſt | 


| 
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ey s nfs with ſome ſin, Iove alone is con- 
hath |* trary to all no other grace can reſiſt 
par [* all temptations, love alone hath 
ndty | that wunlimited power. Nothing 
rboſe, | et love can enable us to diſcharge 
dubligetions, Love is the fulhlling of 
e it, | the law. All other gifts and vertues 
inly | without love cannot fit a man for heaven, 
Ine | nr make him dear to God.: but love can 
If | dit of it ſelf. Love FESUS fin- 
we | cerely and affeflionately, and then you 
ver | ſhall be ſure to live here to bim, and 
md | beeafter with him to eternity. 
»; | As there are Dragons that are bright 
v, | ad glittering, and have precious ſtones 
ft in-their beads , as there are Comets that 
4 | have the light and the elevation of ſtays : 
ry | ſothere are aicious perſons. falſe Chriſtians 
t | that are indowed with excellent parts , 
- | and are eminent in ſome vertues \ but i 
1 | profiteth nothing without love 3 It I ſpeak 
the tongues of Mcn and Angels ; 
\ | (faith S. Paul, 1 Cor. 13. 1, &c. ) 
IE I have the gift of propheſie and 
underſtand all myſteries 3 If I have 
G 4 all 
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all faith, ſo that I remove mow «pou 
tains 3 if] give my goods to the pax] #47, | 
and even my body to be burned, all «ger? 
| have not charity, 'Tam nothing, al, 

it profits me nothing, 1 Cor. 8:4] 4 ev: 
Of- all other gifts and abilities it ng} gw 
be ſaid, as of drag that they dll ad 
puff up, but charity «lone cdifieth, £ 
Among _ creatures which ſtand and hi 
worſhip before God, there is not 'only «\ hv 
Man W an Eagle, which may reprefas \ the 
perſons of great learning. fitted for byb | wo 
ſpeculation, but alſo, a Lion and an Ox, | Ch 
whereby Chriſtians of meaner parts and | mn 
knowledge are ſignified : for theſe at | It 
eapable of. love as much 4s the others, and | it, 
tis love alone qualifies men to dell al to 
ever in the embraces of the God of Ime;\ 0 
for God is love, and he that dwelleth | 
in Love, dwelleth in God, and God | 
in him, 1 Fohn 4. 16, 

Amat Deusut a- © God loves men, 
metur,nil aliud vult © #hat they may lave 
quam amar!, &aS © © bum, and be onely 
Ape * requires that they 


would | 


by The PREFACE. 
40 © porld love him, knowing that that love 
Pate] #77, of it ſelf, ſrfficient to make them 
d, an ®ernally happy. T have therefore all 
F; and dong fitted my diſcourſe and mititations 
8:1, tp.every mans capacity and opportunities, 
a} gnnch as I could : becauſe all may love, 
9 all ad all muſt that will be happy. And 
eth thnugh I may have recommended ſome 
8 and things 45 Means and inſtruments: yet I 
My «| beve preſcribed nothing as a duty, but 
'far the great obligations which were laid 
ws, when we were baptized into 

Os, | Chrift. So that in this Monaſtery all 
muſt enter and live, that would live in 
at | Neaven : and the Rules and Orders of 
nd | #, ſhould be obſerved by all that defire 
of to.own Chriſt before men, and to be 
e;! owned by him at the laſt day. T might © 
th | indeed Have bere inſerted many, perhaps, 
d not unuſeful direfions, given by Ancient - 
Fathers and Spiritual Guides, to ſuch as 

, | made profeſſion of greater piety and (trifF- 
? | & lives than, others : but they could not 
| | bave ſuted with all conditions and cal- 
lings : therefore T have appointed no other 

| rade. - 


The PREFACE. 


rele $0 thoſe that ſhall enter this Cloifter, 
but the love of FESUS in afincer 
obedience to bis holy precept, or avoluy 
tary compliance with bis Divine Coun- 
ſel. 

Not that I would deny that places fa 
Religious Retirement might afford many 
great advantages, in order to greater de 
votion and heavenly. mindedneſs : for 1 
bewail their. loſs, and heartily wiſh that 
the piety and charity of the preſent age 
might in a. juſt. and primitrue meaſure 
reſtore to this Nation the uſeful conveni- 
ency of them. Neceſſary Reformations 
might have repurg d Monaſteries. «4 


well as the Church, | 


Multi ſunt qui 


poſſunt Religioſam without abolifping 


vicem etiam cum. of 19" < and they | 


ſzculari habitu du» Might. have been fiill 
cere,& pleriq, ſunt hoxſes of Religion 


qui nif1 omnia rell- ,,;L,ue h aving 4- 
querinr,ſalvari apud 


Deum nullatenus _ dependance wpon 
poſiunr, Greg. M. OMme,. . All men 
Lp. al Maur, Imp. are not wiclining to, 


nor fitted for an 


ane 


— 


| 


| 


The PREFACE. 
ifter, | afive life 3  fome would be glad to find's 
ncere | place of reſt and retirement for contems 
ola | Mation : ſome who, by melancholy or by 
09 | theterrors of the Lord, are frighted from 
theinſins and from the civilized world into 
+ fa | Quakeriſmainito an unhappy ſullenneſi and 
vary | Apotafie, would perhaps exchange their 
dee | flks and laces f.r the coarſer garments 
or] | of mortified profeſſors of a Monaſtich, 
bat | life : and find, among them, thathap- 
age | pineſe and peace of the. ſoul, which they 
re wanly ſeek for, mm their wretched and de- 
Ms | luded Brotherhood, Some who, wpon 
Ons . great afflictions and ſudden changes of 
' firtune, fall into a ſtate of ſorrow and” 
tedious ſadneſs, and are left in the world 
to ſtruggle with-the temptations of a 
| dicontented mind, would —_ take 
| Sanluary in a Religious houle 3 and” 
0 gree themſelves up wholly to FE SUS, 


and forget their temp ral ſarrow, by hea-- 
veuly jays and meditations : and at la't 
M | bleſs that florm and ſhipwrack which- 
> .| cat them intothat unknown land of reſt 
, | and ſafety, Some, that are gy 
and. 


The PREFACE; 

ready to promiſe well and take good 16%. lil 
ſolmtions, bave not ſtrength enough to hs 
heep them, but are prevailed upon," by, 
the importunity of thoſe temptations they 
meet withall in the converſe of men they 
perbaps veing fled from thoſe _— 
ſin, might, by the good 

good inſtrufiions of a ; Religion phe 
ſecure themſelves, and ſtand to ther 
holy ingagements. Some who never loud | 
the world, or that are grown weary of \ 
it, on bave paſſionate longings for heaven, | 
world willingly free themſelves of the ih 
cumbrances and diſtraGions of worldly | 


on 
buſineſs, to enjoy the leiſure and opportn-- * 
nities of meditations, devotion, Ks other : 
ſhiritxal exerciſer. And ſome that 'are 
much taken with the firid lives andbead: 
ayd oriſons of Papiſt-Friers, would lock \ k 
home and fpend their commendations on 
the- purer Religion, and better ordered © | © 
Ives and devotions of thoſe, in. this | 
Church, that ſhould wh olly devote them-. | | 
ſelves to God. However *ts mot 0 be - 
denied, but that men are mich aſſettes 
ans 


"The PREFACE. 
led influenced by the place, the conipany, 

the way of hving,: and the outward cir- 
wherein #hey are ingaged : 
add believe, it might be now as true 
ipawerh a5-ever, Bene vixit qui bene 
tvit, be Les beft and moe(t ſafe, who is 
uf. acquainted with the world, and 
las fertbejt. from it. 

I might add further, that ſuch wo 
{ndations or . reſtitutions, might be ſo 
| weved as to afford a very great advan- 

age to. or Charch and Religion, For 

thence- perſo:s of good parts and preat 
iety,. devoted to the advancement of the 
ine Chriſtian Faith, and free from thoſe 
cares and cumbrances that are upon 

ahers, -might be ſent as Miſſionaries , 

to, make it tbeir buſineſs to reclaim per- 

ſons of all ſorts from ſchiſm, errors, and 
| bereſtes, aud even from looſneſs, and ir- 
religion. 

; Not but that we bave an ebundant 
' Japply of perſons very well fitted for 
| that bifed _ rg = 
| 
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* 


deminaries of Learning. But their ne- 
ceſſary 


RE. 


The PREFACE” 
ceſſary attendance ' nuþon thein Minty 


and particular Cures, beſides other ap. \ 


cations, deprive them of the leiſure and 
oppartunities of running after their ſtrayed 
ſheep. They can well guide and fei 
ſuch as duly keep within their folds : 
but ſuch as breakout and wander, thy 
| bave not time to ſeek, after. And ye 
great is the number of theſe, eſpecially 


about great Towns >. where ſmall in- | 


couragements, and tiff oppoſition are a 
great hindrance to the: gaining of Can- 
verts > This excellent and charitable 
work , could be beſt done by themtha 
ſwould have nothing. elſe to do. But 
firſt let every one work out bis own ſal- 
vations and make ſire work for himſelf, 
that will beſt. enable him to work upon 


others. 


ences for withdrawing from temporal 
affairs, to mind eternity and our ſouls 
the better : yet we mnjt go to heaven > 
wherever we live, we mult live to.God, 
that we may live with God , therefore 


que! 
materi 
have 


But though we want ſome convent- 


2 
| 
F'2 


| © 


| 


nifty if we cannot have a 
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Clauſtrum. ubiqz 
portate inter1us, 
Norb. ab. premonft. 


material, we mult 
hve 4 Spiritual 
dvifter, which may 


us.againſt temptations, and gnide 


2| ad offiſt us in doing our duty, Such a 


me is the love of. Jeſus 3, it will protefi 
u againſt. all dangers and ſpiritual ene- 
mics, better than the ſtrongeſt walls of 
ary Abbey. : and will make us devout 
and Zealous in Gods ſervice, beyond 
what the exhortations of the wiſeſt Abbot 
wnld do. © Dum creſcit fortitudo 


« 2moris interni, infirmatur fortitudo 
* carnis, whilſt love is ſtrong the fleſh is 
* montified, and its Iuſts are ſubdued. 


* Greg, Mag. Amanti nihil eſt.difh- 
*cile, nihil impoſſibile, love can do all 


| *things of its ſelf, it paſſeth over all 
* difficulties, and there is no obſtacle- 


* which it overcomes not. Augult. Love 
can-ſepply the want of all outward belps 


a d-aduantages \ let it but-be our care, 


| toſecure love and it will ſecure us, Let 


« therefore feed and entertain it by read- 
ng 


ET na a. 


—— —  ———— - _ oe Lak ated 


—__ -” 
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ing and medi tl 


Ccelum 8& terra by frequent prajey , 


& omnia quz 1n c1s " 
ſunt non ceſſagt mi- and afts of love, and 


_=* by obſerving ani 
hi dicere ut amem © « 
Dominum Deum taſting how gracing © 
meum. Aug. the Lordis in alli 

works 3 all things 
in heaven and carth do inceſſantly 
cry to us, that we fhould' love God. | 
God draws us after him, Hof. 4. 11, 
with cords of a man, with bandsdf 
love, therefore, by love, we can beft fol- 
low him, 1 John 3. 18, Br, let us 


J 


not love in word or in tongue, but .. 
in deed and in truth : and hereby we | 
(hall know that we are of the truth, 
_ we ſhall aflure our hearts before 


The| 
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Reformed Monaſtery ; 
od. | Or, the Love of 


by CHAP. 1. 


That Love obligeth us alſo to fulfil the 
| poſitive part of our Baptiſmal Vow 
with a proteſtation of obedience 10 it. 


WD Y former dxobedience and 
DA {[ rebecllions againſt my Bleſſed 
dE Lord and deareſt Maſter, I 
1 © have examined and bewail- 
ed ; I tave conſidered that 
by ſin I wound and yr” + 

m 


2 The Reformed Monaſtery; Or." 
him afreſh, .and therefore have r | 
to ſin. no-more, never to life tp handy 
heart againſt him. Bur will love, be ſat 
fed with this ; is it a ſufficient demonſtr 


tion of love, not to abuſe, not to injure x o 


friend ? No ſure, Emuſt: proceed further 
love requires more than this. T1 muſt na 
only abſtain-from what would anger him[ 
love : bur I ſhould: further do thar that wil 
pleaſe him. *Tis part of my duty, as it 
was of my vow, nor only to- renounce th 
Devil and all his works ;, but alſo to belity 
all the articles of the Chriſtian Faith, and ty 
heep Gods baly will and Commandments, al 
walk in the ſame all the days of mylife. 

As for the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, 


I believe them from my heart, and reſolve | x 


w own and confeſs them whilſt I live ;1 
never will diſpute or obje& againſt them, 
and T hope, I ſhould chuſe to die, before 
I would renounce any of them ; as for other 
leſs neceſſary dorines, I will be guided 
by my Spiritual Governors ; in controyet- 


fies, I will Cibmir to the judgment of tha \ ,, 


Holy Church, in whoſe Communion Tlivez 
and ſo I will read and ponder Gods Holy 
Word, eſpecially the new Teſtament, that 
I may know my Maſters will, and be It 
couraged to do it : not that I may find out 
new myſteries and maintain the private 
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opinions of a party. It remains then only, 


that I ſhould keep Gods Holy 41 and Com- 
mandmenth 


C 


d Ladnents, and walk in the ſame all the days 
nd , nj life. And this I alſo undertake ; it 
12 be my daily and conſtant ſtudy and 
nts |.deavour ; I reſolve to obey to the urmolt 
ure 2 my power : and I alſo promiſe further 
ther z| «manifeſt my love by free-will-offerings, 
hy God ſhall enable me, 


twill | gut firſt my love is to appear by doing 
4 R| whatis commanded 3 This 25 the love of God 
& tht | urwe brep bis Commandments (faith S Jobn, 
wry |, fohn. 5, 3. ) and be that bath my Com- 
ud tv | ndnents and hrepeth them, ht it & that lo- 
z Ul | 16h me, (faich our Bleſſed Saviour, John 
\., [121.) There can be no love without 
aithy obedience, this is its firſt and chiefeſt 
ſolre Tyal ; if. 4 man love me, be will keep my 
el wirds, ver. 23. Now then, ſhould my be- 
Nel, | pred Lord ask me, as once he did S.Peter, 
N.N; doft thou love me ? would not my 
heart anſwer, with his zealous Apoſtle, 
ded] 51, Lord, thou knoweſt all things, thou bnow- 
Wa! if that 1 love thee 3 I would lay: down 
\ wy Liſe ſor thee, John 21. 15. and £3. 37. 
Now, to this he replies 4 J thou loveſt 

ne, my Commanamerts, N 14. 1%, 
tha cy hs we tell him, Lord 1 love thee, 
nl they knoweſt that 1 love thee. He doth an- 
ſver again, 5f thou loveſt me, beep my Com- 
Amidments : So that, without we obſerve 

we can no ways pretend to love him. 
\ Lamtherefore to take notice of, and to 
amend 


"The Love of FE $US. 4X" 


, . LO : ; — 
OCD om ce WEE IO RO TEE OOO CO TO I I I RO TOI EO A dn th HS 


4 The Reformed Monaſtery ;, Or, 

amend fins of omiſſion, which too too mr 
ny among Chriſtians mind little, or neg 
all, In the marrer of ſobriety I am cowl 
manded, whether I eat or drink, to doi 
asall things elſe, to the glory of God ; al 
to be contented, whatſoever ſtate I'm 
in ; for chaſtiry I am commanded to knoy 
how to keep my veſſel in ſanRification an HP | 
honor ; for a&ts of corporal and ſpiritul| lor 
mercy, I am commanded to be mercial, 
as my heavenly Father is merciful, anda 
forgive 1njuries, as Idefire my ſelf to bel}. 
forgiven z for reverence to my betrers, [\\ jx 
am commarded to honour and obey wy tem 
ſuperiors Ecelciia;lical and Civil; ju whit þ gre; 
concerns Divine Worſhip, I am bound#4yppi 
read and pray, and meditate, to inſtralt [wel 
my ſelf and family, to receive the Blelſel|noft 1 
Sacrament, to have a ven:ration and Piyoeld 
ſpe - for all things that belong or rellthhem( 
to- God, and him to love and fear, dy} 

truſt and adore evermore. All theſe, 'Yl! 
the particulars included in them ; and Why, 
other duties, and the ſpecial precepts Garet 
the New Teſtament, 1s the rask I $0 m 
fully undertake, and in the performaty 
whereof, I will approve my ſelf a inc 
lover of FES#S. 
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CHAP. II. 


alt 
- tw great 2 happineſs in Eternity fol- 


lays our love and obedience. 


IS yoke 4 eafie and his burthen lights 
his Commandments are not gritvous, and 

ſet 4n beeping of them there 1s great reward ? 
| remporal happineſs, than which none 
z greater in this world, and an eternal 
uppineſs, infinitely greater than any this 
|can-afford. Do not I ſee.whar pains 
oſt men are at to get a ſubſiſtence for this 
world? how they run and ſweatand fpend 
hemſelves to provide for this periſhing lifez 
hich yer is nuſerable, ſhort and uncertain ? 
L ſhall 7 not Labour jo the meat which abi- 
hto eternal life? ſhall I be at no pains vo ſe- 
gre that life which hath no end,and knows 
ho miſery ? © that I could duly underſtand 
ofte difference berwixt this life and the life 
ome! how would I flight the one, and 
Feeire the orher ! or rather how chearfully 
vid I imploy this prefent, to obtain thar 
Prch 1s to come ! Is not there ſervants 
5 on work hard day by day, a whole year 
AT4gather for ſmall wages 3 who ate almoſt 


perpe- 
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erperually employed about their maſter 

batinck : and yer have ſometime | eſt, { 
thanks, and ofren but 2a ſorry reward like th 
and am not I one of thoſe labourers whe a5 
di 


my Lord hath hired to work in his vine Wh! 
yard? Mat. 21, Am not I one of thoſeſe] i 
vants, whom he hath intruſted with hi doing 
goods, to whom he hath intruſted talent jder 
to Improve for him; and do not I defir nfy1 
he ſhould tell me one day, well done, th thou 
good and faithful ſervant ? Mat. 21. Is not how | 
my ſalary great, greater than any Prince! #7 ! 
on earth could make. #t, greater than 1 real 
could wiſh, greater than I can compre. | 
hend ; eternal reſt, eternal joys, cternd 
happineſs, eternal glories ; eterniryit{d; Whe 
he himfelf will'be 'my reward. Eternity! ng 
Eternity ! Eternity ! Bleſſed Eterniy, I] 
Eternity never enough to be conſidered, _ 
Eternity never enough to be valued, | 
I obtain thee by what T do here for op 
Lord ? ſhall I obtain thee by that imper 
fe& ſervice I pay to my gracious Maſter 
O God who haſt prepared ſ# 
Sixth Sund, them that love thee, ſh goul 
after Trin. things as paſs mans underſtand- 
ing, pour into our hearts 
love towards thee, that we loving thee abi 
all things, may obtain thy promiſes which tt 
ceed all that we can deſore, through Feſus is 
our Lord, Amen. Lord, I am not worth) 
to be called thy Son 3 I have often begg' 


. 


"The Loveof FESUS. #7 


\ | whe one of thy hired ſervants, the mean- 
"| oft, ſo I love and obey beſt. O ler me, 
4 {| like thy ſervant Moſes, ever have a reſpect to 
| the recompence of the reward, ever conſider 
what] ſhall get by ſerving thee, that Imay 
te diligent, perſevering and cheerful 1n 
| doing my duty. O my ſoul, bluſh ro con- 
+ fider how-laborious men are for the unſa- 
1 risfying acqueſts of this earth ; how eager 
4} thou haſt been thy (c{f in purſuing of them 
| how ſlothful, how unaRive and heavy thou 
vw art in working for eternal reſt, for the 
q 71 rrealures of erernity, forthe glories of hea- 
te. | ven, for thoſe Divine Rleafures which are 
w | at the right hand of God for evermore. 
a, | Whence comes this, unhappy ſoul, 1s it not 
1'| from inconfideration ? becauſe thou doſt 
| notlift up thine eyes to ſee whither the way 
«| Oflove and obedience will bring thee ; be. 
cauſe thou doſt not look beyond: the world, 

upon things eternal ; becauſe thou doſt nor 

* enough meditate upon heaven and C= 
71 ternity;chat unvaluable,infinite recompence 
which awaits thee, as ſoon thy work is 

| finiſhed, Reſolve therefore to amend this, 
{| and daily, once at leaſt, to confider whar 
| wethy wages, what thou ſhalt get by ſer» 
Ting As the Apoſtle fays of affli- 
'Rions, that they are light and but for a mo- 


ment, whilſt we look not at the things which 
art ſeen, but at the things which are not - : 
r 

of 


the ſame we may ſay of the moſt di 
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of Chriſtian duties, that they are' light "mn 3," 
but for a moment, that t | 
foon done ; that there 1s no ted 

no hardſhip in _ whilſt we ork Dow 
chings erernal, whilſt we bave a Hani 
the rvcompence of the reward. - 


en. — — a 


CHAP. IIl, 
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That to win our hearts and duty Go 
propounds great rewards to Wu. 


His confideration doubtleſs, would be 
powerful and effeQual, would wake ' 

and ſtir us up, and make us a&ive andlive 
ly, if we had it often in our minds. There 
fore our Bleſſed Saviour, to incourage his 
followers and make them diligent 1n his 
ſervice, doth often give them to ander- 
ſtand, whar by parables and whatÞ Þy 


dedararions, that they ſhould nor 

him for nought, and that they ſhould be nd 

loſers by him' ; that he would 

them for their time, for rheir w 

for their ſufferings, and fot their laboy 

that he would take notice of the leaſt th 

they ſhould do for him ; ſo that even a; 

of water given for his ſake ſhould nor. 

unrewarded ; and that their reward - 
Ss 


| 


great, - bountiful and moſt excelleny, 
above their deſerts, and even above 
*[their-wiſhes and apprehenſions : an ange- 
| kk nature, 2 glory __ as the Sun it 
an eternal lite, an hcavenly, an end- 

ty kingdom, his own joys ſhould be their 
.} portion and thetr recompence. And we 
al alſo the Holy Apeſltles, aſſuring thoſe 
whom they brought ro work in their Lords 
mneyard, that they ſhould certainly have 
their hire, and be paid moſt generouſly 
for their work. God wil! render to tuery mas 
d | wading to his deeds, to them who by patient 
aoutinuance in well doing, (tth for glory, he- 
we, 41d immortality ſhall be rendred eter- 
ud life, Rom. 2.6.7. Every man ſball v6 
ive bis own reward according to bis own 
labour, 1 Cor. 3, 8 AndS. Paxl, to in- 
ny the Corinthians, tells them thar 
we Chriſtians are centred into a race, at the 
| end whereof we may ſee the Laurel, palman 
is fadio poſitam, a glorious prize, an in- 
orruptible crown, if we will run and ſtrive 
& 1 Cor. 9, 24. and he likewiſe tells 
Tpdepens, that whatſoever good thing any 
the ſame ſhall be receive of the Lard, 


<Q 


ny 
whither by be bond or free, Eph. 6.5. S. Peter 
y Allo-teacheth that we ſhould be moved 
- | Wd encouraged, by the greata.ſ. of the 
| promiſed reward, to forſake our Jult:. :::d 
| Wally. devore our (elves to God ; 2ycer ling 
fa 43d glorious promiles art goueh with 4, 
H tn.2% 


4 


| 


To The Reformed Mondftery; Or, 


that by theſe you might be partakers of thing | 


viae Nature, baving eſcaped the pollution this 
is in the world through luft, 2 Pet. 1, 4, 
Chrift is become the autbor of eternal ſalvatin 
to themt obey 'him, Heb.$.9, And fo the 
reſult of all theſe may be comprehended 
In the exhortation of S. Pax : - My belol 
Brethren, be ye ſteadfaſt, unmovable, alway 
abounding in the work of the Lord, foraſmuch 
as ye know that your labour is not in vain 
the Lord, 1 Cor. 15. $8. In this ſenſe good 


works are meritorious, in that they pre | 


cure us a reward, a-reward infinite 
er than their own defſerr, Let ws n0ot 
fore, as the Apoſtle exhores,be weary in will 
doing, for we ſhall reap #n due feafon if 

got, Gal. 6.9. Ler uz compare together the 
returns of vice and vertne, howunlike are 


we faint | yet 


the fruits of them : and ler us bear this ſhot | ward 


ſaying in our minds ; if we do Ul, theplte 
ſure is ſoon paſt 3 the grief and puniſhment & 
biae long upon us : if we do well, the trouble 
& ſoo ended, the joy and reward of it, remain 


for ever. Let us pray with S. Paal, it 


Lord dire our hearts into the love of Gil 
and the patient waiting for Chriſt,2 Theſ.3, 
who when he comes, brings his reward 
with him : and to this lerus add rhis Col 


Ic& of the Church. Grant xs grace, O Li, | with t 


ſo 10 follow thy bleſſed Saints, 'in all vertoow 
and godly living, that we may come to thi 


| alto. 


not (le 


wn{pe<bable joys, which thay baſt ny” - , thing 
| " 


0) 
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þ | them that unfeinedly love thee, through Jeſut 
| (rift our Lord, Amen. 


__ 


CAAP. IV. 


That Love bath a ſecret pleaſure, and 
reward in it ſelf with a meditation 


| C— 


'u that purpoſe. 


'DUT, Though 1t may encourage us to 
love that gracious God who gives ſo 


* | rery much for that little we are able to do, 


yet Love it felf 1s not mercenary 3 charity 


* | dth not ſeeb ber own, (faith S. Paul, 1 Cor. 


| 13, 5.) we may defire our promiſed re- 


| mard and ſer our affeRions upon it, as it is 
{| 4 demonſtration of Gods infinice love and 


4 


| 


goodneſs + or becauſe ir will! be the ex- 
preſſing of our duty and thankfulnefs , 
when we ſhall love and glorifie and adore 


| God perfe&ly and for ever : or cather be- 


uſe the reward is God himſelf, who will 
be to every faithful ſervant, his exceeding 
fect reward, Gen, 15. 4. as well as to fairh- 
al Abraham : rewarding ſincere ob<dicace 
mh the" fruition of himſelf, betag all in 
alto his Saints, But flill I ſay, Love is 
dot ſelfiſh, but free and generous, 1 no» 
tlung were to be gained by it, ic would 

H 2 hayc 
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have great fatisfa&ion in ſhewing jr {df+| fithſu 
the work and labour of love is a noble ples | mean, 
ſure to a pious heart, When he thus re-| Sven 
fleAs on his obedience and thinks with him: | & thi: 
ſelf. By the performance of this duty, by | ad #0 
this a& of verrue, I ſerve my deareſt r 
T oblige my beft friend ; I expreſs my love | yr ſr 
ro him whole infinite kindneſs to me hath | Fam 
conquered my heart, whom 1 love as my | works 
own ſoul, to whom T wholly give my and | 


_ for whom 1 defire both to live and 
ie. 

O happy ſoul, who feeleſt what an & 
ceeding joy it 1s to love JESa5$S! orh 
ther unhappy foul, who canft ſhew. ſolithe 
loverto 7 ES #S! Unhappy neceſfiries 
a frail body, anhappy diftra&ions 'of 4 
troubleſome world ! Why am1, by you de- 
prived of rhe continual plcaſure of wairing 
cominnally on my Divine and moſt loving 
Maſter ? But bleſied be my gracious Lord, 
that 1 might have more opportuniries of 
pleaſing him, and expretfing my afe&on 
to him, he hath made verrues of n 
he hatch turned narure into grace, 
humane duties he hath made a&s of fic 
gion, In rclieving mine own and others | 
wanrs, if 1 obſerve the rules of ſobriety 
and charity, he rakes occaſion thence to 
bleſs and reward me, as if he were thereby 
glorified. In di cha: ging the duries of my 
place and calling, if I am dig on 


g 


ESEFSSEEFELS 


ko 


| 


bi - 


I i 


faichful 3 rhough my work be 'never Þ- 
he owns 1t as aſervice done to him, 


les. | mean, 
es Ws (faith S. Pal) obey your maſters in 


ws | df things, and do it heartily, as to the Lord 
, by] ad wot to men, knowing that of the Lord ye 


hull receive the reward of the inheritance, for 

one g ſve the Lord Chriſt. Col. 3. 22, 23, If 

ath bon conſcientious in all my ways and 
works, he takes it as a mark of my love 

7] and part of my+ dury to-him. O thar the 

nd | conſtane courſe of my eonverſation might 
(peak the ſincerity of my affeKion to m 

+ | bleſſed Lord. Deareſt 7ES#s, the Cr 

+ | thou did{t bear for me was heavy and 

. painful toextremiry : bur thy yoke is light 

{ 

2 

c 

L 

f 

j 

, 

J 

| 


ud pleaſant, thy ſervice is perfe& free- 
&m. O let it be my delight and daily 
yment as it 1s my duty, to ſerve aud 
chey thee, to follow thy blefled example, 
ad be inſtrumental 1n winning hearts to 
thee ; let me love thee (o intirely that I 
may love nothing but thee, nothing but for 
thy fake; Fac precor Domine, me guſt are per 
arem quod guſto per tognationem, 
ſentiam Je affellum, quod ſentio B. Anſel, 
I intellefi vm. Amen. 


CHAP, 


& {4 


—— 


CHAP. V. 
Refleftions on the vanity of 


things 3 with ſome holy reſolves and 


ejacal, anons. 


Onfider O my ſoul, how deceithd, 
how vain is this preſent world ; how 
inconſtant and unſatisfying 3 how vext- 
tious and troubleſome. Doth not thine &x- 
perience tell thee, that the more thou loveſt 
the beſt of earthly thing, the more croſſes 
and ſorrows befal thee ? the more thou 
enjoyeſt of them, the more weary thou art, 
the farther from happineſs and true con- 
tenement ? I-have obferved that the dead 
are ſoon forgotten, and that the world ne 
ther can nor indeed rakes care, to do ay 
thing for its greateſt ſaves and admirer 


after they are gone : and yet our preteſt 


toil and vexation 1s to hve here, ſo as to 
pleaſe the world. We are not pleaſed to 
have our wants ſupplied and tobe free from 
pain, except the world be pleaſed allo. 
That imaginary life which we live in the 
account of others, 1s by far the more trou- 
bleſome and the more uncertain; for we are 
never well except others will think us to 
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But O my foal , why doſt thou 
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[i fo. | 

| amber thy ſelf with ſo many things 3 even 

{| with tings cha have no <xiſtence but in 
ine, an 


thine, other mens fancy ? one thing 

waſſary 3 love God, and ſeek his heavenly 

nedom, and thou art rich and happy to : 
the full. , 

et thy thoughts wair one while on-the 

moſt rous ſinners in the world z how 

empty is: their ſoul ; how diltra&ed their 

thind ; how reſtleſs their conſcience ? Do - 
they nor live in a ſtorm --and hurry ? and 
athſt ſink into the grave, with the greateſt 

regret and bitterneſs ? and ' whar would 

they nor give in the day of vengeance, that 

they might paſs from the left ro the right 


hand of their Judge. Conſider and trem- 
ble wich what amizZement and 1mpo- 
tent rage they will ſtruggle. to change 
their place, thit they ws chavge their 
doom ! But now turn and follow the juſt. 
See their inward peace and their fecrer 
Joy 3 what comfort they have in their af- 
fiftions;-what hope in their lives ; what 
udaunred aſlurance in their death ! but 
who can expreſs thoſe endleſs pleaſures, 
thoſe raviſhing joys wherein they -enter, 


—» 


when they come to enjoy and fee him face 
to face, whom here they loved and fought 
afrer? O my deluded heart, be not decer 
ved by vain appearances 3 that 1s certainly 
rue, which ſhall be true at lalt, and ſhall 
H 4 remain 
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remain unchangeable ro eternity * 
Tf jt be fo, thar indeed rhou maſt Uk, 
and one of thoſe rwo ſtares muſt beth 
portion for ever; then put on now 
affe&tions, which thou ſhalt cerrainly. 
rertain when thon ſhalt be near toexpire; 
look npon things now, as thou ſhale ar laft, 
and it will make thee wife ; and make thee 
fee the Truth naked ; For that is eertainy 
true which u true at laft : and all other aþ 
pearancees are but varniſh and illuſton. 


Dwell ſeriouſly upon this conſideration, 
and it will make thee clearly fee, that tre 
wiſdom is to love and fear God: andthe 
greateſt happineſs, to live under his pro. 
te&ion; to be in his favour, whoſe lavirg 
kinanefs is better than life. 

That one conſideration well weighed, 
will make thee underſtand, thar thete is nv 
greqt worth or pleaſure in thoſe luſts and 
vanities thou didſt renounce, when thou 


becameft a Chriſtian ; that thy vow -was 
onely the renouncing of thy greateſt mi- 
fery. *Twi!ll make thee underſtand, that 
xn waz no great hard{hip thou didſt undet-- 
rake, when thou promiſeſt to ſerve God, 
and ve a Soutdier of FES4S under the 
Banner of che Croſs ; That *twas only the 
obhying thy ſelf to be rruly happy, and'to 
cnzoy pe<rfet Freedom. 

And now my ſou!, conſidering that of 


neccthry thou muſt cither by fin ſerve the | 


Dev, 


bl 


-- 


he 


4 


4+ 
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Dent, and deſtroy thy ſelf: or by vercue 
ad piety ſerve God, and gain eternal bliſs 3 
what ſhouldſt thou do, bur- 1ntirely devore 
ty elf ro thy Bleſſed, thy beſt Maſter ? 
Fething out heavenward ſuch Ejiculart- * 
ans as theſe, 

My deareſt Lord, I was once brought 
md preſented to thee, when through the 
mters of Baptiſm I paſt into thy Family 
and became thy Servant. Lord, I do here 

the ſame oblation,. and now again 
field my ſelf to be thine. Here I do from 
heart difown arid bewall all thoſe a&s 

-mine, whereby at any time I have di(- 
owned or diſpleaſed thee ; could the ſhed- 
ding of my blood recal or cxpiate them, 
Teould freely pour 1t out and die. 


Tn 
n, 
ve 
he 
0. 
5 
l, 
o 
d 

U 

; 


Wherein ſoever I haye behaved: my (elf 
234.1f I were not thine, T here, what I can 
rerat it with regret and ſorrow. Lord, 

ty my weakneſs and-pardon my folly, and . 

me be received again into the number 


efthy Servants. Tam ready to do or ſuffer - 
oy ting thou ſhalt pleaſe, ſo I may ſtill 
g to _ O let our _ contraQ,: 
my Baptiſmal 1ngagement ſtand, norwith- 
ſanding my breach of it, T reſolve now 
two mind and obſerve ir betrer ; aſhſt me 
-4 ZFESU, and let me ever liye to 
oe 
Lord, now 1 as heartily yield up my ſelf 
to thee, thar I may loye and obey thee :. 
a. 


|; 


& 
ho 
y 


( 
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as Iſhall when I die, that thou maiſt fave 
me. I had rather ſerve thee than be the 


greateſt Prince on earth... I had rather obey-| #* 


thee, than command all mankind, 1 pre | 
fer thy favour to all the riches of this world, 
I had rather ſuffer, and even die for thee, 
than without thee to have all the pleaſures 
and the joys of this life. Lord, I will love 
and ſerve thee for.ever. 


lu ——— 


CRAP. VI. 


That- Chriſt having -bonght us, bat- 
now a juſt title to our love and ſervice 


By V.-E regards not (o- much what 
commanded, as who t.1s. that com- 
mands it ; if jt. be the Beloved requires 
any thing, love doth it- chearfully -without 


reluancy ; another with earneſt begging | 
ſbould, not . have that granted, .which-the' 
leaſt word of a friend ſhall obtain. The 
commands of Chriſtianity are eafie and 


hin 


moſt rational, in keeping of them, conhſt- | vv 


eth our prefent and future happineſs. 
Yet the true lover of 7 $ # S-looks 
farther, he conſidess that 1t 15 his Lord and 
' Saviour who would have him obey z het 


whom he belongs, to whom he owes him- | 
H 5 ſelf, [ 


l 


"The Love of FESUS, 1g 
{elf and infinitely more : for every Chri* 
ſtian -0wes x wg wo ZESW#S, wha 
gwe himſelf for him. The old ſaying 
ms emendus- cus imperes, buy your ſlaves 3 
haythoſe that will be commanded by you 3 
none of us can ſay ſo to the God whom we 
ſerve, for he hath indeed bouglit us 3 Ye 
ot not your own (faith S. Paul) ye are bought 
with a price, chence 1t 1s ſtrongly infer'd, 
therefore glorifie God 1n your body and 
in your [pirit which are Gods, We are 
not at our own diſpoſe, our Divine Maſter 
hath a moſt juſt propriery in us 5 we are 
wholly- his-: and would to God, we were 
hisasmuch by affettion and reſignation, as 
by right : the price-he hath paid for us, 1s 
n6 leſs. than himſelf ; he hath given his 


life thar ours might 'be his ; we were redeem» 
ed from our vain converſation by the preciors 
blood of - Chriſt, "who died for-us,-that we 
might live to him; He could get noching 
by that dear puachaſe, but our love only, 
for we were his before, it is he that made 


us: only we had eſtranged our ſelves from - 
him, and placed our love on other things, 
and he could not count us his own-while we 
lored him nor, 


CHAP: 
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CHAP. VIE. 


How much we are ingaged to ſerve ow 
Bleſſed Lord, with renewed promiſe 
30 do it faithfully. 


Muſt therefore conſider whoſe I am; 

[ am Chriſts by a ſtrong and mmconteſta- 
ble title ; whule I ſerve hfm I do that 
per work which belongs re me ; whilſt I 
obcy what he hath commanded, I do wha 
is infinitely my duty, what his love to me 
challengeth, and what my love to him d6 
fires to return, Had TI ten thouſand years 
ro live, and could I ſerve him all chat while 
and do nothing cle, Icould nor repay him 
for the leaſt part of chat grear ranſom he 


EZZEE 


hath paid for me, neither could 1- deſerve 


any thing of thoſe grear: wages which he | 
will give me : but my life is but ſhort and: 


he allows me time for other things, eveli 
for pleaſure and recreation. TI have there- 
fore a moſt gracious Mafter, and therefore 
I reſolve and p romiſe ro do what he re- 
quires of me ; I will except at nothing he 
commands, it ſhall be my joy to pay my 
duty to him ; I will make it appear that! 
ſerve out of love and affe&ion. Q my = 
: c 


== Cann apt S2 575 


SEE 
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"Jet FB S#S, would 


heart did feel Qui viget afſetu, non 
ic ſhould 3 would germi mperio. 


| lcould expreſs what 


t feels; and would I could perform as 
much as I expreſs : Bur O my Bleſſed 
lord, how frequently and unhappily do I 
forget that thou art my Maſter, and I thy 
ſeryane 3 chat my chieteſt buſineſs 1s to do 
thy will ; and that my greateſt happineſs 
4 well as duty is to obey thee ? Is 1t not 
becauſe I alſo- forget that thou didit redeem 
ne from a moft wretched ſlavery ? that 
thou didſt pay an immenſe price for me 3 
that thou becameſt a ſervant for me, be- 
drechou requiredſt any ſervice from me 
'md that thou didft firſt love me before 
diſt intrear my love? O thou great 


Lover and Saviour of men, I wholly give 
m_—_ to thee body and ſoul, heart and 

3 I defire ro be thine ; I pray 
that thou wouldſt make me to be thine, 


* | mdthat thou wouldeft own me for thine, 


k 


that ſo thou- maiſt be mine to erernity. 
Puldeſs thou kbnow 
S. Aug. ) wbat Aliud non quarit pre- 


Nba muſt give for hea» cium nifs te ipſum; tane 


_ 


wr? g3v4 thy ſelf, thas — 3+ ills 
u the price 5 nothing Manual. 

ls will ſerve, that a- 

une is accounted ſufficient : heaven is worth 
jw? what thou art, givt thy ſelf and thou ſbait 
wneinly have it, Lo 
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Do not men ſeek to ſerve and oblj 
great pepſons expeRing to be by them gr# 
ified ? - are they not-ambirious to wait 
on Princes in regard of an honourable 
pend'? and why ſhould I not count it the 
cen y —albens and ' preferment to ſerve 
the y of Kings and Lord of Lords ; the- 
falary he pays his ſervants is infinitely 
greater than any the greateſt Monarch can 
give ; they oftentimes caſt off with dif- 
ace their moſt faithful officers : my Lord 
1sſo far from ſo doing, that he bears with 
the faults of his meaneſt ſervants, and never 
turns our any that will Irve:with him. 'Tis 
highly difficult to become-a Prince his 
vorite, many ſpend their time, their wealth 
and themſelves, and never can get the 
leaſt ſhare in his affe&ions ; but I am ſure 
my heavenly Maſter loyerh me-; I know 
it by what he hath done , by what hedaily 
doth, and by what he harhr declared he 
would do for me : Alrhough he hath bought 
me, and fo might well- require the utmoſt 
I cando, without any reward : yer he hires 
me and gives me more, infinitely more 
than I can earn or claim. 1 will therefore 
be diligent, faithful and zealous in fulfillir 
the work he hath appointed me. I v 
often ſay ro my ſelf; 1am a ſervant und 
lozerof JESUS; a ſervant and a lovtr of 
the Bleſſed FJ ES#$S. I will every mor- 


ning conſider ; what .can I do this day = 
Y 


= 
= fm, 
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lig [ybae my+ Lord - hath: commanded me ? 
= | qþat duties of ſobriety, righteouſneſs or god- 
4 lar can I diſcharge to make 1t appear thar 
ES4#S is the Maſter I own and obey ? 
the | Nore of us Liveth to himſelf, and no man dies 
Te 
he 
a 
if 
d 
h 
e 
l 


i» bimſelf, for whether we live we live unto 
| the Lord, or whether we die we die unto the 
lird : whether we live therefore or dit, we 
at the Lords 5, for to this end Chriſt both died, 
ad roſt and revived, that be . might be Lord 
beth of the dead and living. 


_———_—_ 


CHAP..IX. 


| 
1 
| Meditation to excite us to a ſincere and 
| fervent love. 

| 


MY Soul, whither canſt'thou -fly, 

for to be ſecure and at reſt ? thou 
conyerſe-with ſnares and remprations 
thou art raken up with cares and concerns 
that come to- nothing | whither canſt thou 
fetre; to. be free from dangers ? what 
place of leiſure canſt thou find, . wherein 
_ maiſt. ſecure thy duty and thy happi- 


The Love of FES&4S muſt be thy 
reſuge ; thy Clauſtrum Anime, a Cloilter or 

- ſhelter for rchee co dwell in, and be ſafe. 
Thirher 
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Thither retire under the banner of ny | 
Cant. 2.4, and there thou ſhalt kh pe 
ther prote&1on nor encouragement. Nthyla, 
love the Lord, hate evil ; be preſerotth th "Tj 
Souls of his Saints : he delivers then out of th wh thi 
hand of the wicked. Light is ſown for th but to 
Righteous : and gladneſs for the pright is guught 
beart, Pal. 97. 10. Ins, a 
Conſider what love hath done for thee: Kits 
and thou ſhalr eafi[y believe that it canÞ' The 
do much upon thee, |1,,4 | 
Omne agen; & ene Love like a&tive fire, [jgy4 þ 
\—pandbon d! > va turns all things Into wy Oi 
its likeneſs, Ttveſted [yu n 
the moſt perfe& God, with thy fleſh and 
ates frat infirmicies. Becauſe 
as oe Penien reſemblance + 
talis, mortalis fatius eſt, love, God would be- 
come like thee, that 
thon mighteſt love him, And if thou wilt] 
entertain and follow the Love of ZE $ #$, 
I will make the become like him-; if thou 
wilt walk in love as he walked, Eph. $ 2-1t = 
will make thee eafily follow. his foorlbepy;)y.e. 
and arrive to his pa | 
"Opare dyammi, felt happineſs. Bebvld'| oy . 
ms waa % Savue boy great, bow wir | c. 
ay i510 1 aim, x derful a thing is Lov. 
7 marry euTrs Its power a_ om 
ws tory Yemymors. 0n- can not be wheres; 
Clem. ho? we want words fot tt \ 
expreſs them. | 


(The Loveof FESUS. 25 
ne, | 14 this was manifeſted the love of God to- 
le ſaads ws, br:auſe God ſent his only begotten 
v Fo geirts the world, that we might live through 
| 1 Tohn 4. 9. He | 

th ary e word, Koo oe a 1. 
ih but to ſave thee 3 he endo & lixit mates * a 
ft many won- pertudit dura, Berts 

ln, and ſuffered many 


ſp 
he Jews, when they ſaw him weep for 
lead L22.4r:45 ; behold, (aid they, bow be 
bud bim | when thou ſeeſt him thed, not 
tears, but his bloud alſo, dying thar 
thou marſt live : wilt thou not ſay, behold 
tow he loved me ! and then my foul, what 
anſt thou do, bur return love for love ! 
[iis cafic, and ir 3s profitable, and it ab- 
* | ords the grearckt of pleaſures, to love him 
who thus loved thee. 
| by a hearty ſincere love, thou canſt 
dwell 1n che boſom , and approach the 
7p ofthy deareſt Lord, there-thou ſhalr 
nd the (weereſt reſt, the pureſt joy, the 
welt of inftrudions, and the greateſt helps 
ad jncouragements, to perfe&-holinefs, 
ul thy happineſs be perfet. If with an 
unfergned aite&ion thou canſt daily repeat 
'\ thele_ few words, which have been fre- 
| pane in the mouth of ſome devour per- 
1 lowt thee dear FASHS, I love thee 
Ga 7ESH#S! thou haſt tearned thar 
which will teach thee both to live and die 
well. 
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well, Then thou wilt value nothing, nc 
life it ſelf :- but fo far as it is ſubſervieny 
Jove ; and thou ſhalt be ſo far from be 

afraid of death, thal: 

Ole Cnw3uer 3 thow ſhalt wiſh wit h 
un ord uyO- vai 2 primitive Saint, it a 
Xerrs- movaxus dr Were in thy power to[ 3a fect 
3a, God. In die many times: for (, V 
S. Baſll, FE SHS. thee fre 

a 
' A devout love for him,will-make thee find --o 
that true peace and (atisfa&ion, which the [1,m'0/ 
-world with endleſs labour vainly ſeeks't |qe. 
earthly enjoyments .It will make thee (ay by roy 
(but without fear of change or diſappoint- 
mem) with the rich man in the Goſpe; 
Soul eat and drink, be merry, tabs thing uſt, 
+ thos haſt much goods laid up for many yea, 
Luk. x2, yea for cternity. 

Worldly men, as though they had 2 
dropſie, the more they drink our of their 
broken Ciſterns, the more they. thirk, 
the more unſatisfied rhey remain +; bit} 
they that love and fear God, . lack nothingz 
they drink living waters out of- that fouts 
tain, which is never drie; they have lum | 
in their ſouls, with whom true peace and| yi, 
felicity is ever enjoyed, 6 fortanauatifint," he p 
ui quod amas, domi eft ! O happy ſoul, that -&, 
art poſſeſt of that which thou loveſt ! thou | he þ 
haſt enough at home to make thee intirely | his « 
happy, without ever ſceking abrcad. Q | x 


harp 
ML 


"The Love of FE S'U S, = 
It] 9 my foul entertain that bleſſed gueſt, 
ttlaih inſtead of being chargeable, will 
agitarge thee of all thy wants and fears, 
c l; 4 troubleſome 'burthens. Love will 


en thee a- | 
\ th; . Poterant leges deliita 
: | tell eg ? punire Conſ ientiam mite 
for ill om nire non poterant, Latt. 
vwI enNve 
thee from the terrors and bondage of the 


nd the Brevis 4ifferentia intey 
reſt, and free- 

, legem, & Evangelium 

X &m'of the Goſpel. > 5 1. Augs 


kn towards perfe&ion, So will it ſtill in- 
F [eaſe thy Hapineſs till irs conſummation. 
; Bur my Soul, ſuffer not thy love to be 
 |{mtaſtick, and to ſpend it ſelf in thoughts 
% and wiſhes ; the expreſſions of love are 
ohedience and ſubmiſſion, with a devour 
I! life, 2hoſo keepeth his word, in him is the 
WP) live of God perfefted * bereby hnow wt that 
b| Mrotinhim, 1 John 2. 5. 
t © Princes have many flatterers, and but a 
F| few friends's FE $4 S alſo hath many 
* F pretenders and but a few lovers. Multi- 
tades will wair upon him, in Mount Gev- 
yn, to recelve his bleſſing ; in $inas where 
| legives his Law, he hath bur a few at- 
| tendants 3 and fewer yet in Golgotha,where 
\ he himſelf ſuffers, and calls us to take up 
us Croſs. Therefore my Soul, by obedi- 
ence, ſelf-den1al, and an humble patience, 
juſtifie 


| 
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juſtifie the ſincerity of thy love and 


Goſ 
teſtations. Follow now thy Saviour bylon Act 
and a ſincere imitation, and thou ſhalteeyy dio 
tainly come to ſee his face, and ts « 
with him in glory, for where he a, t 
ſhall his ſervant be, John 12. 26. The thiyit 
be faithful in love ſhall abide with his 
Wild. 3. 9, 
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_—_— RR — 
—— 


CHAP. IX. tich 

bdgi 

Chriſtianity abſolutely requires out lf'® 
and ſirifeſt obedience. » Gl 


Nt re 
His double duty of dying unto finalea n 
living unto righteouſneſs, abftaningſ{one 
from that which is evil and doing thi md x 
which is good, I am obliged io perform] ly th 
ſtrong and indiſpenſable obligitions : KI, tht 
do nor, 1 certainly periſh. When we {thn 
in common ſpeaking, that we do "uy | 
out of love, we mean that we are free, Lo 
may chuſe whether we do them or no, Ri kevi 
are not bound 1o it + but here all 
where I undertake to diſcharge the dutit 
of Religion out of love ; I do not in 
leaſt mean ſo. I acknowledge my ſelf ut 
der the greateſt neceſſity of diſcharging | iy, 
my Baptiſmal Vow, of living according - d 


ESTIE 


The Love of FESUS, 29 


g 


d pede Goſpel Rule, otherwiſe my negleR of 
;y lon be my ruine, I ſhould periſh 1n 
fe + diſobedience. Love it (elf 15 a duty, 


and greateſt commanament : thou ſha# 
\ thiwethe Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
y thith «ll thy ſonl, and with all thy mand , 
wht, 22, 37. Trecommend love therefore 

Rn ol Meliores quos dirigit 
4 * 8 amor,plures quos corrigit 
— [ire to a religious ,," au. 

whence 3 as that 
- {hich makes our duty eafic and pleaſant, 
. Ind gives a value to what we do or ſuffer 
br God. - I know there 1s thoſe who teach 
Fr, by our well doing we muſt not ſeek 
x ſalvation, and that our obedience 1s 
it required to our juſtification, but may 
adea mark or an effe& of it, faith having 
yſdone the work before ; but this groundleſs 
md miſchievous opinion 1s contradited 
by by thouſands of plain expreſs Scriprures 
1 & that heareth theſe ſayings of mine and doth 
(0;\ them not, 5s lie the man that built bis houſe 
the ſand. Not every one that ſaith unto 
Lord, Lord, fhall enter into the kingdom of 
We [even * but be that doth the will of my father 
Which is in heaven, If thou wilt enter life, 
the Commandments : and innumerable 


ie 
he with all thoſe that affirm, that God 
8 | fall judge and reward every man accord- 
ng | up as his works have been, 

4 the holy Religion we profeſs re- 


quires 


31 The Reformed Monaſtery; Or, 
quires a conformity betwixt the Holy 7 jure 
S & $ and his followers; that by adewalf® 
imitation we ſhould copy his example ;|# #! 
that we ſhould be fruitſul in good work, [16107 
and by a fincere and univerſal obedieng}#'%* 
ſerve Ged all the days of our hfe; For ift lagetbe 
word ſpeken by Angels was ſtedfaſt, and tot neſs 
' Tranſgreſſuon gnd diſobedience received a 
recompence of reward : how ſhall we eſcahe, 
we negleftſo great a ſalvation, Heb. 2 2,4, 19% 
by being diſobedient to our Lord. ZE, ul 
who having wrought and revealedir, offers | 
it to-us, on the condition of an-affefionare muſt 
obedience to his Goſpel ? The earth which 
Erinketh the rain that cometh upon it =— 
and beartth thorns and briers; ut nigh ut 
curſing, whoſe end is to be burnt ; fuch 15 their 
condition who receiving the heavenly dev 
of Divine Geace, im their admiſſion inte, 
and profeſſion of Chriſtianity, yet ſtill re-| @l 
main barren, or bring forth evil fruit : At 
buloved ((aith the Apoſtle) we are perfſwaded,| 
better things of you, and things #ht accompany \,\ 
ſalvation : for God is not unrighteous to ſorgt 
your work and labour of love which ye bawt 
ſhewed towards his name ; and we defere that 
every one of you do ſhew the ſame diligente, te 
the full aſſurance of bope unto the tnd, Heb, 6.\' 
7, &c. He ſays not, we defire that you | Wd 
may be confident and perſwaded of your | Mt 
ſalvation, but that, by love and diligent hea 
obedience, ye may aſcertain your "= < 
md 
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7 be your calling and elefiion ſure, as S.Peter 

j Hh 1 Pet. 1. 10. for oo me} God bath 
ple :|#f muted ws to wrath, but to obtain-ſal- 
"t. lygion by our LoYd Jeſus Chrift, who died for 
enced y that whether we wake or ſleep we ſhould lve 
i tleſertber with bim, x The. 5. 9. 10, in ho- 
ack of life, worthy of the vocation wherewith 

fall m art called, Ephel. 4. 1. for we are Gods 
ſhep created in Jeſus Chriſt unto good 

works, which God bath ordained that we 
fuuld walk in them, Ephef. 2. 10, This 
then-1s the way wherein of neceffity we 
muſt walk , that as we ingaged and 
pmiſed when we were baptized into 

Qwiſt; ſo we ſhould live ever after : which 
$ Pas] expreſſerh thus, As ye have recet- 
wichriſt Feſus the Lord, ſo walk ye in him, 
Gol, 2. 6. and again, walk worthy of the 
Ind, being fruitful 'in every - govd work , 
Col. 1. 10. This 1s the rule whereby we 
muſt order the courſe of our lives, that 
w converſation be as btcomes the Goſpel of 
thrift ; that ow converſateon be in beaven, 
whence we look for the Saviour, the Lord Teſus 
thrift, Phil. 1. 27. and 3. 20. that whatſo- 
merthings are true, honeſt, juſt, pure, lovely, 
if gved: report, any wertue, any thing praiſe- 
\werthy, Phil. 4:8. may be our conſtant ſtudy 
ad praftice. We muſt labour that whether 

meſent dr abſent we may be accepted of our Lord, 

Meauſe we ſhall aff appear befort bim and receive 

, \ Kording ms "we obey him, now in bis abſence. 
7L0r. 5. 9, _ CHAP 
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CHAP. X. 


Conſiderations to encourage us in the diſe 
charge of our Chriſtian duty; with 
a caution to the Reader, 


LL this, and much more tothe ſame 
purpoſe, which I have read and ob- 
ſerved in the Sacred Books of the ney 
Teſtament, hath convinced me that its 
the deſign of Chriſtian Religion to-make 
me meek and humble, ſober and content» 
ed, juſt and charitable, devour and relig- 
ous, vertuous and holy : this I own to be | 
my duty, and I will endeavour my (ﬆ 
heartily to perform the ſame. And that] 
may do it with cheerfulneſs and affc&on, 
I will ſtir and quicken the holy fire of 
love in my heart, by pious contideractons 
When any duty to God or man calls u 
me for a&ion and performance, and 1 
in my ſoul too much of dulneſs or reluftaty 
os I will again by meditation ſuppoſe my 
y 


ing Saviour preſent, relling me, how 
much he hath done and ſuffered for me, | 


and deſiring me, as Ilove him, to do that 
duty which lics before me, © Chriſtian, if 
« thou dolt underſtand the grenneh of By 

e 


5 


[ 


2 TS 


ee In 


" The Loveof FESUS. m3 


& bye which brought me here to die for 
thee 3 1f thou art ſenſible of it, and 
« wouldſt make any return for it, do this, 
« ohey this command ; this may be the 
«aft thing thou ſhalt ever do for me, this 
«may be rhe laſt tryal of thy love : ſure ic 
« would grieve thee to have denied this 
«(mall requeſt ro him thar gives his life, 
« that gives himſelf for thee. Or elſe I will 
my ſelf. in the preſence of my Di- 

rae Maſter fitting on his heavenly Throne 
with his glorified ſervants about him, ſhew- 
w me the crown he hatch aſhgned to me, 
ſaying; * N.N. wilt thou deny to do this 
*a my carneſt requeſt ? wiit thou be (@ un- 
kind to me ? SureT have deſerved berter 
*n thy hands ; ſure I, who am much a- 
ove thee, ' have done much more for 
©thee, than that comes to ; bur beſides, 
*I would highly recompence thee. Theſe 
*my friends I have rewarded with rhe 
*blifs and glory they enjoy, for having 
*done ſuch things for me : and I] would 
reward thee as bountifully : here 15 eter- 
nal life, eternal reſt, eternal glory for 
thy recompence : as thou loveſt me, as 
thou loveſt thy ſelf, obey. that thou maiſt 


| 


_—_—  — —ao— 


de happy. To this, what anfwer could 
make, bur ſuch as this? Lord not my 
but any thing elſe chou haſt command» 

, Iam willing to fulfil and obey. I be- 
my dulneſs and depraved nature that 

I makes 
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makes me ſo unready, ſo unattive in 
ſervice : but Lord thou knowelſt that | lore I 
thee. I would undertake any labour, any}, . 
trouble ro make it appear ; I would diew!'** 
juſtifie ir, Yer, ſweereſt JESH, I be ty 
of thee to increaſe my love ; to increaſe x}. 
tro ſuch a degree that, like thy heavenly ;# 
attendants, I may burn with that Divine 
fire, and be all love to thee : that ſo I may 
be always prepared and defirous to do thy oh 
will. Stir up, we beſerch this |. 
Sund. 25. O Lord, the wills of thy faiths |;,, | 
after Trin, ful people, that they plenty |... 
bringing forth the fruit of guud [ace 
works, may of thee be plenteouſly rewardd |; - 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. are 
Chriſtian, .1 would here adviſe thee, be |;,., 
fore I paſs farther. That thou wouldſtna |, 
judge of ſeveral things in-this Book, by thy[gg,. 
preſent liking of them, Devotional T7 
are diſcerned more by the affeaions thanſ,,, 
by the judgment z the reliſh of them doth not; 
depend upon the temper of che Soul. And 
ſo thoſe reſolves and meditations which 
now , it may be, pleaſe thee not, may 
hereafter be very acceptable, when thou 
art otherwiſe diſpoſed ; to be ſure when 
thou art ready to leave the world, and 
enter thy portion of Eternity. If nov 
therefore thou wilt briug thy mind co ſuch 
a frame as thenit will be 1n, I need not fear 


but that what I have writ, thou wr 
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hy fexd and repeat heartily in the firſt Perſon: 
lore |; ts that end I have thus contrived it to 
Ape thine affeRions, to make thee ſpeak, 


ew. of thy ſelf, rheſe ſoliloquies, as of love, 
*z1nd a&s of reſolution which run through- 
le Mfr the whole diſcourſe. It may affe& 
cnly tee much, and to good purpoſe , fre- 
MINE | uenely ro confer with thy Soul and with 
may ly Saviour, about thy duty and thy hap- 
thy pines, However be ſure thou beeft fert- 
thet aw and ſincere. For certain it is, that 
Ne for thee N.N. by name, ZESA&4S was 
"ſh \ncified and died 4 and certain it is, that 
hou thy ſelf ſhalr die and be judged, and 
rded agam to an intolerable eternity, if b 
hl arceſneſs and inconfideration thow ha 
| teen unmindful of thy Lord and thy foul : 
OX Irrelſe riſe again to eternal joys, if thou haſt 
faceraby loved and ſerved FES4S. If 
ing jt bup my Commandments, ye ſhall abide in my 
=} br, ever as 1 have j t my Fathers Command- 


= Wnts, axd abiae in ba love, John 15. $0. 


uch 
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CHAP. XI. $ 00 

hall 

furth 

That Love will prompt us to free-willyhe: 
offerings, and things it never dated 
enough. i 


£1 Hus much of neceſſity muſt be done;|®"* as 
my duty as well as my love cat |" 
ſtrains me to it. Not to break negative |*® 
recepts and to obey poſitive ones, (tha |" 
s, to ccaſe from fin and to work rights, 
ouſneſs, ) is required of me; if I don by = 
love, I have made my task pleaſant : by mo 
yet a task it 1s, which muſt be fulhll 
Not bur that there is mercy for ſins a 
the New-covenaat, for the tranſgre 
Goſpel precepts ; there is joy Tn h 
at the converſion of a finner, whatever i Ir 
fins have been ; and it ought greatly to ial 
dear God to us, that he is fo willing to fot Fe 
give, ſo deſirous to have us repent, ti oi 
we may be capable of his pardon : baf i”) 
whether ſoon or lare, whether after crying nj 
guiles or ordinary fins, ſtill I ſay, then _ 
muſt be a true contrition, a ſorrow and ,u- 
nance for our fins, proceeding from the , 
on of God, and a fincere endeayour to| #4 
pleaſe and obey himfor the future; and 7 oh 
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bm far we are drawn by a moral neceſſity, 
*the defire of our own happineſs, which 
$ nor to be obtained any other way. But 
hall we ſtay juſt here, and not go one ſtep 
A{krther than 1s required ? 'tis well indeed 
PMlyhen we are ſafe, and that muſt be ſecu- 
 dath\ied firſt of all, and with the greateſt care ; 
hut ſhall our love proceed no further ? Suze 
that Chriſtian who is beſt aſſured of his 
Jone: [{V4r10n, will love God moſt of all, and 
cap, [aake to him the greateſt and moſt hearty 
- \ieturns., When a man 1s qualified for hea- 
To ret and enjoys the greateſt happineſs this 
%.. ord is capable of ; that 1s, a ſenſe of 
Ty ds favour and a well grounded aſ.urance 
: bg f © furure bliſs, his ſoul cannot but melr 
T4 [i8to the moſt affe&ionate love for that 
wr _ God, whoſe mercy. and loving, 
3 q/Andneſs hath brought him into that happy 
| Ondition, and fitted him by his grace for 
c hid 4 Mach happier ; they, I fay, that are in 
) jp| i a caſe (for they only can be capable 
\ far. | what 1 now trear of | may well do ſome- 
+ef Wing more, than what needs they muſt ; 
| {My well enlarge their affe&ions to God, 
viel Xjond the bounds of preſcribed duties. 
ord) 1s 2 good ſign, a ſign of a fincere and a 
1 red flows heart, when a man 1s forward to un- 
| the] &rtake for God : when he doth not weigh 
> tol Falns an | ſcruples, leſt he ſhould part with 
4 fol 9 Of his right and liberty : bur affords 
thy 0d 2 full meaſure and running over, and 
I 3 thinks. 


* 
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thinks he never gives enough, and fiill ds: 
fir. s that he might do infinitely more for 
him. 'Tis true that properly ſpeaking, all 
1 due to God : and the more any, the 
beſt Chriftiatt returns, the more he hath 
received, and ſo the more he is indebted; 
bur yer, God is pleaſed not to require al 
that he gives, nor all that we may give, 
that we may have wherewith to make a 
free-will-oftering ; that we may have ſome- 
thing to give him, that he requires not, 
tokens of our preateer love and gratitude, 
It was foretold that under the Golpel:ix the 
aay of Chriſts power, bis people ſbould of fer bin 


| 
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fare 
ſet 
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free-will-offerings with an holy worſhip. I. | can 


110.3. And David himſelf, under the | for 


Law, was at his quid retribuam, What ſhul 
4 render unto the Lord for all the benefits that 
he bath done unto me ? Plal, 116, Though 
the benefits which God vouchſafed hy 


people then, were much inferiour to then] - 


he hath fince beſtowed upon us ; (for 91 
had not then ſeen, nox ear heard, neither wat 
entred into the heart of man, what great thing 
God would do for them that love him, 4 
he hath now declared in the revelations df 
his Goſpel, ) though he had tied them to 
burthenſome and moſt expenſive ſervice : 
yet he accepted their voluntary vows and 
ingagements, and was well pleaſed with 
them : yer he would receive their free- 
will- offerings, and delight in them, - 
ure 


th 
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fre we are more obliged than the Jews to 
krour love and gratitude break forth be- 
= the I1mirs of commands-and expreſs 
mjanCions-: and now that God hath open- 
ed to us his- rareſt treaſares, his: own bo- 
me, for to give us his beloved Son, he 
mil not rejed our free oblations, the vo- 


lantary acknowledgments of his undeſer-- 


ved and unſpeakable mercies. *'Fis not 
to be denied (withour giving the lie to the 
learning and picty of the beſt Chriſtians 
in all ages) but rhar there is inthe New 
Teſtament counſels as well as precepts, 


bin | 
"a, 
the | 
bil 

that 


fome things recommended, though nor 
emmanded. He that ſells all that he hath 
forto buy the prart of great price, and they 
thar-make themſelves Eunchs for the bing» 
dom of heaven, were not injoined fo to do, 
but are well approved of : and that God 
who gives a plentiful harveſt to him that 
fows bcuntifully, 2 Cor. $9. 6. 1s doubtlefs 
well pleaſed with his open handedneſs and 
charitable profuſion. Aad as 1t 15 the beſt 
indication-of a. devout and loving ſoul, 
cheerfully-ro exceed what 15 ſtri&ly requi- 
red; ir 15 alſo the beſt fence to. 1mmure 
and ſecure our duty; for then when we 
lack and abate, we may be ſitH within our 
due bounds. Nay more, FE am confident 
that as it is beſt and ſafeſt, it 1s alſo cafter, 
to give free will offerings, than only, juft 
to pay the daily commanded facrifice , 
I 4 becauic 
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becaufe thoſe proceed from affe&ion, thele 
perhaps only from injunction. A friend 
defired to go one mile, goes two or ten, 
and finds his way pleaſant, becauſe love 
leads him : bur Ire that is preſtto the ſame 
journey, and 1s ated by fear and com 
pulſton, while he reſolves not to go of 
foor farther than needs he muſt, will &- 
fily be tempted to ſtay one ſhort of what 
he thould. 
Bur this is better underſtood by the de- 
vout lovers ZFES #4 S than can expreſs 
Kt. ** Precepts ate 
*Ov woyey Ts ty- © given toall mens 


mes egvanatay dax- © tributes are exatt- | 


AZ *; ot o4- © ed of all : (faith a 
we 75045. « Ancient Cid of 
Bat. Doroth.Deft. 1. *©* ſouls) bur as 1h the 
« world, great per 
« ſons and favourites not only pay the tay, 
« bnr alſo offer preſents and gifts to the 
&« Prince : fo in the Church, the moſt R& 
« [jigious obſerve not only the 
« but alſo intimations and counſels, and 
« give to God, nor only what he exad, 
&« but alſo free oblations, all thar hey ate 
« able. How many thouſands of Saints, 
now in heaven, have taken this courſe? 
how many tha: now wear the bright crom 
of virgint'y, might have enjoied the com- 
forts of marriage, had not the love of 
ZESUS prevailed over their narural 
deſires! 


= 
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deſires? how many who might have poſ- 
ſeſt grear eſtates, enjoy now the greater 
vedleres of eternity , for having made 
hemſclves _ , to relieve the needy 
members of ZES#$S? how many who 
now fit on thrones of glory, have choſen 
here to follow 7ES#S in meannefs and 
hamiſiry , when honours and worldly 
pomps were at their command ? how ma- 
ty are now rewarded with high degrees 
of everlafting bliſs, for having devored 
their whole trme upon earth to the ſervice 
ofthe Bleſſed ZES # Sz whenthey might 
have ſpent more of it upon their profit 
or pleaſure ? and how many now hving, 
aſpire to the ſame felicities and recom- 
pences, by cheerfully following the ſame 


the | #ays, and expreſiing a ſincere and un- 


bounded love, by ſuch free oblarions ? 
Cur non poſſum quod iſti & ifte ? S. Aug. 
hy cannot I do what theſe my Chriſtian 
Brothers and Siſters have done, and do 
ftill? hath nor God done as great things 
for me as for them ? hath he not given me 
the ſame promiſes as they had ? do not I 
hope to be their companion and fellow 
atizen 1n heaven ? And why then cannot 
Hove as much as they did ? I ſhould theres 
fore,anddo reſolve to make no reſeryations; 
E SUS ſhall haverhe command of all he 
th given me, of all he hath enabled me to 
& ; Ifhall keep nothing from him which 
I's may 
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may expreſs my love and gratitude, and-dg 
him ſervice. 

Deareſt ZE SUS, I know I can never 
do for thee ſo much as I ſhould, and 
know that I ſhall never do ſo much as 
would ; thou gaveſt thy ſelf for me, and. 
thou wilt give thy ſelf.to me : and Lord, 
what am I worth, and what is the worth 
of all I can do ?. It is a great favour that 
thou wile accept of me and my weak en- 
deavours. I know that 1f heaven were Ga- 
pable of any. grief, it would be only that 
we have notloved thee enough upon earth;, 
when thou filleſt aur ſofils with thy divine 
raviſhing joys, we ſhall wiſh we had done 
nothing here, butſerve and love thee, 0 
give me grace now whilſt I live, to d 


what I ſhall wiſh to have done when 1. 
die ; let me do now I am abſent from | 


thee, what I ſhall wiſh to have done when 

I dwell with thee 

Motus amandi .Deum let me lave thee its 

ſine modo, 5S. Bern. finitely and without 

meaſure. An offzring 

af a free heart will 1 give thee, and praiſe thy 

name, O Lord, becanſe it is ſo comfortable, 
Bal. 54. 6. 
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CHAP. XIL 


That our obedience to the Church, is 
an excellent expreſſion of our love to 


Chriſt. 


HE firſt inſtance of our love 1n this 

way of free-will offerings ſhould be a 

pions obedience to our Mother the Church; 

| Dor but that it 1s many ways required, bur 
becauſe *ris almoſt wholly negle&ed. What 
by pride and refratorineſs, what by 1gno- 
' rance and indeyotion, and what by looſneſs 
; and jreligion,thart obedience which ought to 
| bepaid to thoſe that- have the rule over us in 
the Lord, ro the ſtanding rules and orders 


of our 1 agen Governours, 1s fo generally. 
lad afide, that many that would, yer dare 
not preſs it upon the people; and thar, 
| even they that obey do it ſecretly, and, as; 

though *twere diſhoneurable, are in a man- 
ter aſhamed to own 1t 3. Hence comes that 
great negle&. of Confirmation, that moſt 
neceſſary and ancient, if not Apoſtolick 
conſtitution 3 hence the deſuerude of faſt- 
Ing upon appointed days, and even of bid- 


ding of them 2 and the non-obſeryance of 
, Holy days, and times of ſolemn —_ ; 
ace 
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hence the light regard had to the publick 
worſhip of God, and the feldom receiving 


of the Lords Supper ; hence the reſer- 


vedneſs and unhappy ſecrecy or moſt 
people in not acquainting their ſpiritual 
guides with the ſtate of their conſcience 
when ir needs, and not receiving their 
comforts and dire&ions ; hence the not 
ſending for the Elders of the Church to do 
their office upon fick perſons, and the ſel. 


dom defiring their abſolution 3; and hence: | 


even in too many of rhe Clergy, the neg- 
le of daily ſaymg Divine Offices, as they 
are commanded, and obferving other in. 
jand ions peculiar to'rhem. T may fay that 
it fares wich our Church as with ſome Prin- 
ces, who have their due ſovereignty denied 
them beeauſe they are Chriſtians : (a3 if 


by becoming members and defenders of | 


the Church, they were become ſubje{ to 
Pontifical Chairs and Puritan Synods) for 
ſo, many would not have this Church obey- 
ed becauſe *t1s Reformed ; they would net 
have its laws obſerved, becauſe it make 
them infertor to Gods ; as though, by not 
impoſing 2 blind ſuperſtitious and over {6 
vere obedience, as Rome doth, this Charch 
were become uncapable of exerciſing any 
authoriry over her children and requir! 

any duty. from them. Bur I ſay, let thoſe 
that love ZE $4 9 amend this, for h 


Gake : for the Chure!t is his ſpouſe and hath | 


received 


| >—— 
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received her power from him; letthem 

Id a free and rehigious obedience to 
Ecdefiaftical injunRions, for his ſake who 
hach ſaid, be that receiveth you receiveth me, 
I is doubtleſs our duty ſo to do: and I 
am ſure it will be a good token of a pious 
heart, when we ſhaijl obey them in the 


lord, whom the Lord hath fer over us. 


We ſhall make it appear that we own the 
authority of our heavenly King, when we 


&- |-are ſubje& to thoſe his officers, by whom 


ket AE<G_GSiSSE ES ES ea aa .4.. ca tc 14a.4 4. a _ ac. 


he now reigns over us : to whom he hath 
ven the keys of his kingdom, and whom 
fe hath appointed Stewards of his ſaving 
Myſteries : we ſhall have a right, and a 
ſhare in the Myſterious repreſentation of 
of the great expiatory ſacrifice, which by 
the Church 1s celebrated in the Euchariſt, 


' and jn thoſe Divine Services and ſolemn: 


Prayers which the Church offers to God 
datly : and we ſhall receive the full benefir 
of being members of the Church and hold- 
mp communion with it. If this were not 
thiolurely required, yet Tam ſure it will 
be a very acceptable free-will offering, if 
we do it devourly and joyfully, becauſe we 
bre FES#S; and this Chriſtian obedi- 
ence to the known, rational, and pious 
orders of the Church, will anſwer the beſt 
_ of thar anctenr and ſo much magnified 
egation, vowed by the Cenobirtes, 

view they gave up thernſelves to be in all 
things 
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things ruled and commanded by their f 
—_ : and it will exerciſe thoſe two 

eavyenly graces, meekneſs and humility, 
which the world deſpiſeth, but all-rrue 
Chriſtians own: to-be molt Divine : as 
that bring reſt to the ſoul, Mar. 11. 29. and 
make us moſt conformable to- the meek 
and humble 7 E S & S. Solomon bnow the 
true mather by ber love to the child : andthe 
true child of God, may be bnown by bis low 
and duty to bis Mother the Church. 


— — — 


CHAP. XIII. 


Of ſeveral voluntary Oblatins; 


A* for corporal auſterittes . command 
ed or- uncommanded, I. have faid 
ſomething of them already ; and the chick 
eſt uſe and defign.of them is to mortifie 
ſenſual luſts, and to keep under the body 
that the ſpirit may rule and be obeyed; 
yer, 4s they are exerciſes of repentance, 
marks of the juſt indignation we conceive 
againſt our ſelves for having diſpleaſed 
God ; as they may effe& or exprets adib 


reliſh of temporal. pleaſures, a longing for | 
'\ Wh 


—_ joys, and an endeayour to take up 
our croſs and follow 7FES4S,; they wy 


STTRERISSD 


| 


| 
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hethe matrer of a free-will offering, and 
they may find: a gracious reward and ac- 

ce infomuch as they procced from 
afncere love to ZES#S. Prayer allo, 
thankſgiving, reading, mediration, atts of. 
keligion 3. though, as to the ſubſtance, they 
he the diſcharge of the greateſt duty God 
requires.of us,the worſhip and adoration of 
his Divine Majeſty :- yet as tothe quantity, 
they may become free oblations, the ex- 
preſſions of a greater love. He that with 
devout affeRions enlargeth his offices, or 
counts the frequency of them by Canonical 


hours and wiſht for opportunities : and he 
that ſers apart large portions for religious 
exerciſes, or in the following of his neceſ- 
ary buſineſs, doth often lifr up-his heart 
and thoughts to heaven and heavenly 
things, makes a voluntary offering of ſome 
of his time, ro him of whoſe eternity he 
hopes. to be partaker. He that defalks 
ome hours from the refreſhment of his 
body, to beſtow them upon his ſoul ; he- 
that chuſeth a meaner condition and ems. 
amene, that having fewer avocations 

may ſpend more time upon Religion ; 
and he that bears with ſome wrongs and 
Injuries, that being free from the diſtra» 
ions of quarrels and law ſuits, he may be 


| the better diſpoſed to ſerve God, hath 


bought the bleſſed opportunity of attend- 


' wg FES4S and indearing himſelf to 


him. 
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him. Charity likewiſe, whether Spiritual 
or Corpor?l, whether in giving or in for- 
giving may be carried further than is abſo. 
lurely required, and ſo become a free oh» 
larion. He that takes great pains to inſtruſt 
the 1gnorant, to convert ſinners, by all 
means to win foulsto ZE $#S, may ma. 
nifeſt a greater love than was abſolutely ne- 
ceflary to his own falyatjon ; and he that 
makes it his buſineſs and delight to pre- 
vent quarrels or make reconc1liations ; to 
comfort and defend the affiited and 

preſſed, to viſit hoſpitals and relieve te 


poor ; and to ſpend all his ſubſtance in ' 
ptous uſes, for rhe honour of God, and | 
Religion, and for the preſent and future + 


happineſs of men, may exceed what God 


would have rewarded, and by ſhewing { | 
great a love enrich his crown of glory and | 


recompence. I only mark the head-ſpri 
or ſtore-houſes of thoſe arbitrary gi 

wherewith men may honour God and 
enrich themſelves : the ſeveral emana- 
rions and offerings which may proceed 
from them, being free and innumerable, 
cannot be ſpecified, and ſhould not be 
impoſed. Where there 1s love there 1s 4 
willing mind : and 2 Cor. 8. 12, wh 
there is a willing mind a mann other caſes 
as well as in charity) accepted, according 
fo what he bath, and not according to ow 
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hy hath rot. © Some husbandmen ſow 
«that they may have 

doderewith to pay Filly aÞg yoy- 
«heir debts, (which pls ty arteue mp 
« marks the labours aupoTtegtrs KC: 
«and offerings of S Johan.Clim.Grad, 


*| *penjtemrs, who en- 26. $. 43. 
*|* deayvour to make 


* what ſatisfaRion they can for their inju- 
"ries to God or man. ) Some ſow that 


| 


F528 EIT i 


$1 


4 


oy the expeRed crop they may increaſe 
* their wealth ; (which repreſents the good 
© works of more innocent perſons, who 
"aſpire to a great reward and a glorious 


\*cftown. ) Some ſow that they may have 
' «ſomething wherewith ro expreſs their 
[9 | pr and make preſents to their 
«K 


nd land-lord or benefaQor ; (whereby 


 ©*i; fignified the beſt of Chriſtians, who in 


«2ll chings ſeek and defign the glory of 
*therir Lord. ) And others ſow that they 
* may be thought diligent, and receive 
* commendations from the paſlers by 3 
©(theſe are an emblem of the moſt im- 
« perfe& Chriſtians, who in Gods ſervice 
* ſeek their own glory, and of whom our 
© Bleſſed Saviour fays that they have their 
" reward. ) However all muſt ſow ; and 
every one as he doth it, ſparingly or 
boun:ifully, ſo ſhall he reap art laſt. Burt 
heaven is a cheap purchaſe, give we never 
dear for it, * The Goſpel reveals Wu 
offers 
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« offers a glorious kingdom, 
Decay of ©* and eternal felicities : but he 
Chriſtian © that expe&s their polling 
Pitty. &« becauſe he reads and believes 
« them, 1s like him that ſhould 


« fanfie thewhole world ſhall be his,becauſe 
&« he hath the Hiftory. or the Map thereof 


CHAP. XIV. 


SF LELLLT 


The true notion of Free-will Offering 
vindicated, with an Exhbortation | ks 
abound in the work, of the Lard; |. x, 

; mul 

Ere it may be-proper, to inſertthe | ero 
caution of an ancient Rule. Be fare | way 

RODS « thou firſt obſerit | hat! 
Cupiens diviaum ad- ©« that which is cot or t 


implere conſelium, ante 
eqnia ferus man latum. manded , before} who 


Athan, « thou doſt aim «| ons 

« Connſels. Neglet | &io 
not a duty becauſe thou doft offer freely, 48d | the 
art over-zealous in other things. Thus the | and 
covetous worldling gripes and niggard)y | thit 
detains, becauſe he deſigns to: build alms | an 
houſes at laſt : and thus the faRious zealdt | 7 þ 
breaks the ſecond, with the-firſt Table of | ax, 
the Divine Law 3 making Religionan.e% \ 8,1 
cuſe for his uncharitablencſs and _— ff 
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eace. Bur if we love ZES#S with hearty 
afe&ion; we ſha!l 'be far enough from thus 
mocking God; -and: deceiving our ſelves ; 
for love that doubles upon us all obligatt- 
ans of duty, doth alſo oblige us to theſe 
free-will offerings. They are not amends 
for our omiſſions. or exchanges in lieu of 
aur obedience : but they are the fulfilling 
— | efthat law of Gratitude we now live under. 
The infinite mercies of the Goſpel, pur 
| us infinite obligations to do in requt- 
| al, for God, all that poſſibly we are able. 
ut | But the Goſpel is a Law of liberty, all its 
| extent and meaſures are not in all particu» 

0 | hrs, minutely and expreſly defined. 
So then by theſe free-will offerings, we 
; muſt not underſtand any thing like ſuper- 
he | erogations ; or things to which we are no 
re ways obliged : or that excced what God 
hath done for vs, or what he will reward : 
or that are done without his help, without 
whom we :42 do nothing z any of theſe nott- 
ons 15 impious, and implies a contradt- 
ion, But by them is to be underſtood, 
the expretiſion of our acknowledgments, 
and of that love we owe infinitely, in 
things not expreſly commanded, and not 
under neceſſity. Of ſuch (faith the Apoſtle) 
I ſpeak not by commandment, but by occaſpan, 
ad to prove the ſincerity of. your love, 2 Cor, 
8.8, They tharlike the Macedonians. bave 
* | Þft given themſelves to the Lord, may well 
with 


SSEIDTS 


. 
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with them be willing to offer to God; te 
thetr power, and beyond their power, To 
this purpoſe S. Paul faith of himſelf, that 
his preaching the Goſpel of Chriſt, was al- 
rogether his dury, and wo unto him if he 
fulfilled it not : bur his doing it willingly 
for nothing, in che Regions of Achaia ; for 
that he had a reward, and that was bis boaſt. 
ing and bs glorying, of which no man ſhould 


rob him. To this purpoſe alſo, the ancient 


Fathers have ſaid many things, That ſome 


d works we do vers virtuts amore, li | 


eraque eleftione, quam alla 09,11no legs (> 
aitione, rather by a free choice and lore, 


than by precept. That | 
"A id 39 obs thus to do thing | 


for God beyond 
mus Foes + way Preſs commandments 
x7\fsm, Chiy,, washighly acceptable 
and highly rewarded, 
Ie [ici: 15 cavere jug im That to abſtain from 
weeefi-atis oft, permijja that which i$s-evil, B 
wincere munus arbitrii, abſo'utely required ' 
and farther to deny 
our ſelves for Religions ſake, is a free obs 
lation. And much more co the ſafhe put» 
poſe is frequently to be met with, in thoſe 
true and d:vout lovers of the Bleſſed 7B 
S 4 S. whoſe aftc&ivn and gratitude t0 
him, nothing could fully expreſs or col 
fine, 


And now by theſe, and firſt by holy 


Scrip- 
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&cripture, ir manifeſtly appears, that the 
true notion of Free-will offerings, in no- 
thing fayours humane pride, or derogates 
from Gods Glory. Can the Beggar merit or 
ume anythng, 1t he throws away the 
irt in his hand, for to receive Gold ? 
and if with David, we pour out to God, 
that water we thirſted and might lawfully 
have drunk, that we may more largely 
| drink the water of life, which God free- 
|F gves us, ſhall we therefore exalr our 
| ſelves? 
Let us then endeavour, by all means to 
| make it appear that we are ſenſible how 
| finitely we are obliged to love and ſerve 
| JESUS, Let 15 not, as the Son of Sirach 
' adviſeth, conſult with a coward in matters of 
w47 ; conſult with an irreligious age, 1n 
matters of Piety and Religion : and let us 
not think it enough to do as the moſt do. 
When firſt the Chriſtian Faith was preach- 
edin the world, and men underſtood what, 
Chriſt had done for them, and what he 
tad promiſed, they thought nothing too 
much, nor too good for him. They cheers 
fully parred with temporal pleaſures, ho- 
nours, and riches ; with their liberties, 
their limbs, their bloud, their very lives, 
that they mighe be faithful to ZE S4S, 
and come to reign with him, They made 
It appear by their patient, cheerful, and 
Magnanimous ſufferings, that they valued 
nothing 
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nothing bur 7E S#S and Eternity, We 
are nvt.now expoſed to the ſame ? le lob 
for the profeſſion and belief of Chriſtianj. | : 
ty : bur we may make our love and ze 
appear, by our contemprof the world and 
aſpiring after heaven ; by our -chatity to 
men, and abounding in the 'work of the 
Lord ; by keeping the Commandment, 
as well as dying for the Creed ; the ſame 
Lord and Saviour that requires our Faith 
to 'the one, demands our obedience tothe 
other. And now, if we ſpend our time ' 
in the hearty obſervance of our Lords Pre. ' 
cepts and intimations, in doing and inhar- 
ing our duty to the utmoſt of our powe: ; 
we thus confeſs him before men by living to * 
im : then are we prepared to die for him, 
and he will certainly own us as muchas if 
we had. Our Crown now this way, may 
be enriched, and our love ſhewn and per- 
feed, as well as by the flames of Martyr- 
dom. And 'O happy we ! that we can 
come, and more happy yet if we do come, 
ro ſing Allelujah, and eternally praiſe our 
gracious Redeemer with the e Army 
of Martyrs ; where the love we had here 
SEO — ſhall - our =_— 

w 8 ewes ay " with Gvene oh 

0 anime videre gud, += be increaſed W 
amare quod vedes, Aug, Proportions of our 
endleſs and unſpeaF- 


able Blifs, The Lord direft our bearts _- 


aa OO EGUuuMRWRASYD IEG SG co» RRP RSERESS > 


" TheLovesF FESUS. 55 
th love of God, and into the patient waiting 
JESUS our Maſter, 2 Thel. 3. 3. 
Ineed not here inſert cautions againſt 
wn glory and ſelf complacency after we 
have done the moſt we are able :-for if jr 
proceeds not from the love of God, it ts 
neching worth ; and ifirdorh, it wif never 


bring pride nor vanity. -Char#y vauntets 


þ- ſelf, and is not pufſed up, 1 Cor. 13. 4+ 


Only in rhe words of a pious Saint, © If 
«we had diced a 


/* thouſand times for *E1 x pavelovg Sut- 


«® 7ESHS, yet WE veamus vale Kewt 
'* ſhould not haye re- -Cooueiyouy, KC. 
« paid him the leaſt S. Johan:Clim.Grad, 


[« part of what we 23. 1h» 


'« owe his infinite 

«mercy and condeſcenſion: for vaſt is the 
« difference betwixt the blood of God, 
«and the blood of his creatures and ſer- 
«rants, if. we judge according to the dig- 
bnity, and-not to the ſubſtance of it. hat 
beſt thou that thou haſt not received ? re- 
member what ZE $ & S faith to-all Chri- 
ſans, He that loveth father or mother more 
Wan me, is not worthy of me : and- be that 
lth ſon or daughter more than me, 14 not 
worthy of me, Mar. 1o. 37. and whoſoever be 
It of you. that forſeherb not all that he bath, 
bt cannot be my diſciple, Luk. 14. 33- We 


an never do too much-for ZES&S: bur 
ve .may cafily do too Iitle 3 though ws 
m 
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moſt we can do will never merit heaven, / 
yer the leaſt ſhall not obtain it : "ris aſs 
and impoſhble to exceed, bur 'ris eafie and © 
dangerous to be defeRive. 

0 God, who haſt prepared for themthat lov 

thee ſach good things as paj 
Sixth Sund. mans underſtanding, pour int [ed 
after Trin. our hearts ſuch love toward; I 
thee, that we loving thet abry 

all things, may obtain thy promiſes which exctd \, 
all that we can deſire, through Jeſus Chriſt | | 
or Lord, Amen. — 

I have now aſſigned Love its full tack ; | 
to repent and mortifie our luſts, to ſerve ſuc 
and obey God, and to abound in good |** 
works even free-will offerings. I haveno me 
more for it to do; I would enly have itt o_ 
encreaſe, to grow towards perfe&ion, tobe | 
conſtant, and to endure unto theend. To ** 
help this forward, I have here added 2 * C 
medication on the exaltation of our Bleſſed y 
Saviour ; ſome uſeful dire&ions for the of- 
dering of our lives ; and four n— get 
Conſiderations, whereby to afliſt, dt 
and encourage the ſincere lover of 7 5 he 
S# S, inthe diſcharge of this great and | 
bleſſed dury, the work and labour of Low. ro: 

Let us confider one axotber, to provoke uld | 
Love, and to good werks, Heb. 10. 24 uy 
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Fix CHAP. XV. 


pa 

_ Meditation on the Exaltation of the Bleſ- 

Pay T q 

re ſd FESUS 

or 3 and reign ſweeteſt 7 ®S #, for 
ever | My deareſt Lord, I heartily 

& : |:yice 1n thar great power and glory to 

=rye (ch now thou art exalted, When I con- 

ood er what thou didfſt do, to reſcue us from 

as and to make us happy ; how thou 

it ty lay by thy glories to intitle us ro 
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obe Mm 3 becameſt poor, to pay our debr ; 
Ty Xameſt weak, to die, and to vanquiſh 
4 z xenemies. When | 
fled leſider this, I can- Ita ne ſummus 0971 nt 
 or- ['* but admire the *m, ans fattug oft ome 
: grartieſs of thy cha- mtg wr ne! gee 4 a. 
uy (im, whereby thou 77 far noi 
| F- rent moved thus to potens:ſuaſu efficax: quid 
and efieve and ſuccour violentins ? traumphat de 
; [$10 ſuffering, and Pev amor. Bern. 
unto &ſing thy Ce I 2 : 
annor alſo bur be -tranſported with joy, 
ain thy confli& with our enemies, thow 
| obtain the vi&ory, and thereby a 
\ p, \igdom that ſhall have no end. 
'* | Lord, ifthou hadft periſhed in our quar- 
K xel, 
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rel, if death had ſtill detained thee, what 
grief ! what remedileſs anguifh had it bem ® ** 
ro our ſouls ; not only to ſee our hopes fry. (dt 
ſtrated: bur alſo to ſee him oppreſt and ones, MY. 
come who with ſo much piry and gen J 
. Ingaged for our deliverance ! Bur thou liv wo lo 
deareſt Lord, thou art triumphant, 
haſt got the ke\s of death and of hell, Thay ® * 
art the head and Saviour of the Churth|* 
Thouart the Judge of all men. Thou art the hes 
King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. Thou |%*8 
ſitreſt at the right hand of the Majeſty on 4 
high, above all principalities and powers. \,". 
All power is given to thee 1n heaven and uſt 
in carth. At thy Name, O Bleſled 7ES, uh 
every knee muſt bow : and that we Go (I. 
moſt williogly ; gladly acknowledging that |, * 4 
thy name 1s exalted above every name. bf 
Thou alone haſt redeemed, and haſt pow, fr 
er to ſave us. Thou alone halt the might he 
and right ro command us. Unhappy thy, 
that will not worſhip thee, and ſubmitt Gur 
thy government, Unhappy they that in hie 
part thine honour to created beings, and rec 
will not wholly depend upon thee. 
Bleſſed be God that we have a Saviour ur 
whom without idolatry we may leve and 
worſhip ; to whom we may offer our hum- ty K 
ble petitions, and at whoſe feet we mij = 
roſtrate our ſelves. Bleſſed be God that mh 
e himſclf would become our Saviour.” Had = 


an Angel or man, been able and depue! "_—_ 
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beey #® work our Redemption, our love and 
« fr gacude might have been exceſſive, and 

'mroroked God to jealoufic. Burt now Bleſ- 
7ES#, we cannot humble our ſelves 
wo low before thee ; we cannor exalt thee 
wo high 3 we can never exceed in paying 
Tha) (aur acknowledgments to thee. Yorthy is 
arch | th Lamb that was ſlain to receive power, aud 
t thel!ibes, and wiſdom, and ſtrength, and honour, 


Thou = and bleſſing. unto him therefore 
IT 


I 


/ on [At loved us, aud waſhed us from our ſons in 
ers, 11 own blood ;, and hath made us Kings and 
and Prefts unto God, and his Father : to bim be 
758, <py — jor ever and tutr.  Althe 
| p $. I2, an I. Os 
| Bleſled Lord, I rejoice that thou haſt 
the diſpoſal of me ; I willingly ſubmit my 
on. ,&l to thy good pleaſure, both to obey and 
ie oſaffer; Idefire that my heart and all my 
tfetions may wholly be ſubjeR& ro thee, 
0 why is thy name diſhonoured ? chy 
Church perſecured? thy holy Religion de- 


ſpiſed, or pom ? and thou thy (clf 
jeted and rebelled againſt , co by 
many of chem thar have ſworn allegiance 
bt thee ? 

0 that jr were in my power to adyance 
ay) dy Kingdom here, among my Fellow-Ser- 
hat | ants 3 co bring all men in ſubjeRion ro 
1ad| fee, Bur firſt, my Bleſſed Lord, let me 
ed \Incerely ſubmit to thy will, in all things. 
p j{never one of my words or a&ions ſend 
K 2 thee 


SS2Ez EBESX 
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thee that impions meſſage of the rebellion jc, 
Citizens 3 Mt will not have this man to yeign ; 
over us, Luk. 19. 14. but now thou art flo 
fent, T beſeech thee, let me obſerve thy ro 
laws and own and reverence thy power, -_ 
in them to whom thou haſt imparted ir;|,1 
thy Church and Miniſters. Thou art ty|,,, 
King, deareſt ZE $ u, let me never fee|\,,, 
that hour, that I ſhall nor heartily love, and |}, 
humbly obey thee. 

Conſider, O my Soul, how preat is the 
happineſs and honour, to be one of the |; 
retinue of ſo great, ſo good a Maſter, Ler wrt 
nothing caft thee down ; rhou ſhalt certain- {14 
ly reign . above, if thou: art faithful here |jj, 
below. _ kme 

Facoh and his ſons were in fear to periſh y, 
with hutiger, becaufe they knew not that 
Foſtph did reign in «Agypt: burmy timorous ny 
heart, why fhouldſt thou fear any thing, bigh 
when thou knoweft that 7 $ 4 $ d&| wn 
reign m heayen ? God bath given him prot | (,v 
over all fiſh, that be might &ivt eternal Uh, | 
to all rhar will ſincerely give themſelves ro 
him. If thou are his, thou canſt not {waft 
to be prore&ed, and provided for, al 
his ſervants are certainly prefer'd ; all his } 
ſouldiers come*ts be Kings 3 the Crown of 
Ife, the Kingdom of heaven, the glories 
of eternity, are the recompences laid up 
for his humble ſubjeRs. 

Livre and Reign, ſweereſt JE #, - 

ever, 
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wer, When FT do conſider that Legions of 
108 \ngels, millions of bleſſed Souls, perpe- 
Ye fully adore thee with the greateſt extaſie 
t®/fhye and divine Joy 3 thar all pious men 
* thy throughout all the world, expreſs their 
onenihre and gratitude, by daily worſhippin 
ed It; 4 obeying of thee; that all thy wicke 
T MY! nemiesare (eiz'd with fear and trembling 
T Kel Lfore thee. When thus | ſee thee, bleſſed 
+ And xd, with the eyes of my faith, on the 
one of higheſt Majeſty, encircled with 
the fory and power : I then diſdain the 
f the Jortd, and am raiſed above my (clf, tranſ- 
Let wried with pleaſure, ro ſce thy labours 
fan 104 ſufferings thus Juſily rewarded ; to 
ere (hink that mine for thee, ſhall have the 
iſh kme reward, according to the utmoſt of 
Tor ty capacity, 
in And now my gracious Lord, this I make 
_ ty requeſt; 1f I can add nothing to thy 
”y wpheſt glory : yet let me enter 1n, and 
prtake ofthy joy; for they that love thy name * 
"| uf be joyful in thee, Plale 5.12. 
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CHAP. XVI. 


Two general direions about the mani- 
feſting of our love to God. 


or is a Maxim in Morals, qued cor na 
farit, non fit, what the heart doth not, 
15 reputed as not done ; it can deſerve nei- 
ther praiſe nor reward and jr can ſignifi 
nothing ro any purpoſe of vertue, Now inl 
the hearr is « & fountain of humane affe- |rl R 
Rions, and the ſeat of love : fo that the ihe a 
meaning is, that what 15 not done out of [JE 
love, 1s inſ;gnificant and wholly — wh 
ble. Which truth holds in Religion alſo; juſt 
God earneſily requlges the heart of all his | and 
worſhippers, and without it, ke doth accept | that 
neither their ſervices, nor their oblations, | his C 
Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God, with all tly | my 
bart and with all thy foul ; and theſe words | tity 
which I command thee this day, ſhall be in thy | of t 
beart, Deur. 6. 6. 

Love therefore muſt carry us through | Ro! 
the whole courſe of our lives, through all ' emi 
our duty ; that our a&ions bearing its | wi 
ſtamp, and ſiguature, may be pleaſing to | UF 
God, and to us profitable. So that in the \in 
diſcharge of our ſeveral callings ; in our | ma 
inger- 
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xourſe with others, at home or abroad 3 
— ard in che moſt common ations of our 
ſtill we muſt a&, as being ated b 
zfincere love toGod. Tris one of the be 
of thoſe ancient Rules which were given 
xj aſcerick perſons ; 


« Let charity which In omnibus quibus 


« ah plitur tranſuuura n:ceſſie 
abides for ever , tas, ſupcrominect quo 


{ influence and go- permane: charitas, Regs 
'yern the uſe we Aug. 


«make of time, and 
el- '« other tranſitory things ; let it go along 
ifie with us in all our ways, and we ſhall cer- 
on /tainly go right, Bur this, like other gene- 
fe- [nl Rules, will ſignifie nothing, except it 
he |he applied tro particulars, My love to 
of |/7ES 4 $ muſt appear in whar I do this 
& | day, and what I ſhall do to morrow. The 
d; juſtice and chariry of the words I ſpeak, 
| and the work 1 am abour, muſt juſtifie it; 
| that indeed Iown 7ES #45 for my Lord, 
his Goſpel for my Rule ; and his love, for 
my comfort and encouragements. Let cha= 
rity which abides for ever, direct us in our uſt 
of tranſitory things. 
It 15 the advice of ſome ſpiritual dire- 
| ors, thar we would fingle out ſome one 
eminent Chriſtian vertue, to the ſtudy 
whereof we ſhould more particularly ad- 
di& our ſelves, and examine our growth 
| in grace, by our proficiency 1n ft. This 
| May be much for our eaſe and for our ad- 
R 4 Vantage, 


na 
ar, 
Nel- 


KOO... ts. 
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vantage, For the Duries and Graces of ou # bt% 
Religion are very numerous, not to be a4 KW* 
tained and attended to, all at once, and 4 $6s. ! 
they ſtand together : whereas if we mah «der 
choice of any one ſingle, which leads us thtr- 
all the rcſt, and includes them all, ou] where 
Chriſtian advancement will be with preated defire 
fpced and leſs difficulty, and we ſhall bel ue | 
maſters of all other vertues, by having Frien 
bent our ſtrength and endeavours on the\ thit | 
pore of one, Such a one, I am ſure, | denc 
s the love of God, the love of the Blefled | woule 
ZFESUs, which if well followed and a-|48d1 
tended to, will bring us to the highe 10 
perfettion, to which any Chriſtian can ars | eve: 
Tive in this life. Let it therefore be our | all 
chiefeſt care to beger and entertain in our | {11Þ 
hearts that moſt bleſſed love ; and then, that 
ro expreſs and perfeR ir, by theſe twoge- 00 
neral Rules. tes 
1, In all our aRions to have reſpeR to 
Gods will, and to ſeck to fulfil it, rather 
than our own. This is recommended 
to us by the Example of our Bleſſed Savi- | ® © 
our, who profefled that he came not to ds | B* 
bis own will, but the will of him that ſent bin: | fit 
and this was his great demonſtration of love | WO! 
to the Father, That | if 

Probatio 4ilettionis ex. the world may know | 
hibitio eſt operis, Greg, that I love the Father, | Wi 
and as the Father gave \ be 

me Commanament even ſo 1 do 5 ariſe, ltt u 
FI 


4 
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of cud ps hence, Joh. 14. 31,, He would go and 
be a4 deliver himſelf into the hands of his cruci- 
and af fies, rather than nor comply with that 
abg order he had received from God his Fa- 
; Us to] ther. And thus if we chuſe Gods will 
; our] #here 1t 1s moſt contradiory to our own 
eater deſires, we ſhall make it appear that indeed 
Ill bel we love him. Abraham was called the 
wing] Friend of God ; and God bare him witneſs 
the that he 1ndeed feared God, when in obe- 
ſure, } dence to the divine commandment he 
fled | would have ſacrificed his beloved 1{aak : 
| a-| and if we ſacrifice our will to God, to a&t 
beſt {in all things according to what he hath 
are | revealed ; ro ſquare our actions, great or 
our | mall, according to the Rules he hath pxe- 
our | ſcribed to us, then God will be certified 
en, that we indeed love him ; cur readineſs 
ve t obey his pleaſure, will ſpeak the heartt- 
neſs of our afﬀfe&ion. 
to; We ſee how readily Courtiers conform 
er | themſelves to the humour and pleaſure of 
4 | their Prince : and (hal! we think ir hard. 
l 
e 
ſ 


q 


4 | : our obedience being our greateſt pro- 
+ | fit here, and our infinite happineſs in the 
world to come ? Sure *ris no difficult mar- 
ter to ſay with that great lover of 7ESWS 3 
+ | Lord what wilt thou have me to do ? At. 9.6, 
, | andif love hath diſpoſed us to ſay 1, "will 
| \ beeaſie enough to do it afterwards. 
| In the ſecond place, as we mult ſet our 
| K 5 hand 


| to conform to what God hath required of 
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hand to that prayer we ought to ſay daily; 
Thy will be dont in earth as it is raers 


fo muſt we alfo ſubmit our necks to it. 1 


mean, that in compliance to the will of 
God, we muſt give up our ſelves, as wel 
to patient fufferance, as to cheerful obedi- 
ence. 

One of the great advantages the Cano- 
bites had io their communnies , was the 
caſting out thoſe rwo words, w..ich are the 
ſeeds of contention and the diſturbers of 
the world, mine, and thine: and if we 
reſign aH, ro God, who 1s indeed the true 
proprietor, we' ſhall bear the loſs of any 
thing, without repining againſt him ; we 
fhall never differ with im, about that 
which is not our own ; we ſhall have peace 
w1th him, whatever we ſuffer. God # tht 


Judge, he ſetteth up one, and bringeth down ' 


anorber. All things that happen are ordered 
by his infinite power and wiidom ; ther 
fore 1n all, let us rejoice in his Govert» 
ment, and with a cheerful ſubmiſſion hum- 
bly bow and worſtyp , and (ay with hv 
Saints; Allelujah, for the Lord God omnr 
tent reigneth 5 let us be glad and rejoice, aud 
gue henoar to him, Rev. 1g, 6, 


If we truly love God, we ſhall as wi 


| 


lingly ſuffer any thing from him, as ve | d 
would for him. perſwaded that jt 1s for | It 
our good, we ſhalt not only remain (at's \ OX 


ficd, but thankful alſo. 1 am ſure, '! 
much 
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much more reafon- 
ble we ſhould fol J#quizs eft ut nos 
' low Gods will, than ©/4%5> 4#47 ut ille nc 


ſtram ſ-quatuy voluntas 


” he ours. And ſome tem, Aug, 


have ſaid, that it is 
better and more ac- Perfetius eſt adverſa 
_ ro God, tO tolerare pa renter, quam 
rsfii ions patl- bonis operibus inſudare, 
ently, than 1n proſpe- 
rity to do che beſt of things. 
Let us therefore in all our ſorrows, hum- 
ble our ſelves and look up to heaven, and 


; fay 3 Calicem quem de4it Pater ; The Cup that 
' m) beavenly Father giveth me, ſhall I not drink 


it ? we ſhall always proſper, and have all 
things at wiſh, and command all events, 
as one di14 the winds and weather, Tn vir. Patr. 
if we by love adhere ro God, and make his 


' will our own, He th:t hath, and ſerth all 


things in one, may always remain ſatisfied, 
and baue true peace in Gol. 

Magna ves eſt amor, magnum omnino bonum, 
quod ſolum leve facit omne oneroſum, & fert” 
equaliter omne inequale : nam onus fine onere 
portat, &* omne amarum dalce ac ſapidum tffi- 
ct. Th-m,de Kemp. The guilty priſoner 
dreads every noi, and trembles when 
the doag opens, for fear of his deſerved 
doom ; when on the ſame accounts, the 
Innocent is both calm and joyful, expeRing 
to be delivered. Now, guilt and the high- 


elt treaſon before God, is ro love any thing 
better 
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better than him, and to oppoſe our will ts Ou 
his,he chat doth ſo,may well be diſmaid and ed ir 
troubled, and full of ſad apprehenſion ; quir 
and he that ſincerely loves God and chy. Frſ 
ſech his will in all things, is ſafe and un. { whet 
daunrted, always pleaſed and happy. | ;rgh 
| bade 

— | 1s OL 

| Chr1 

CHAP. XVII, nin 


our 
The two former Rules explained and at 
enlarged. k 


A CTS beget and perfe& habirs, and jay 
thus to make our a&tions and paſſions 
fo many a&ts and demonftrations of our þ/j 
love to God, will ſpeedily encreaſe that $ 
love, and ſoon bring us to perfe& peace and ell 
happineſs. 
Bur commonly it is thought, that to , wh 
make it appear that we love God, we muſt | hac 
do preat and extraordinary things, fly up | the 
above ocher mens pitch, and always be as * $al 
m were gizing and ſighing heaven-ward. | we 
This hath frighted many from a religious | me 
life, from devoting themſelves ro the love ' he 
of ZFESU4S: Bur the truth 1s, that love , tk 
is beſt expreſt by doing wcll our ordinary | wt 
ations, that which 1s our proper duty and | fre 
employment, | us 


Our 


to | 
nd 


" 
bs 
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Our greateſt perfe&ion here, 1s contain- 
edin theſe two. 1, To do what God re- 

ires of us, an] 2. to do it well. The 
bor is to diſcharge the duries of that ſtation 
wherein God hath placed us ; That every 
wan wherein he #s called, therein he (hould a- 
bide with God, aud do his own buſineſs, This 
js our task as we are men, and as we are 
Chriſtians, Not to dothings wonderful and 
inimirable : bur faithfully to diſcharge what 
our place requires from us, to pay to all, 
thatlove and obedience, which nature and 
Religion appoint 3* to follow our work , 
whatever It be, even the moſt ſervile la- 
bours, as to the Lord and not to min * khnow- 
ing that whatever good thing any man doth, 
the (ame ſhall be receive of the- Lord, whetber 
be be bond or free. 

Some enter a dark 
cell, and ſome go ſitlenie, [od 
long pilgrtmages, but reonum Det intra vos et; 
wherever providence s. Athan. ; 
bad placed them , . 
there they might beft have wrought their 
Salvacton, To do what 
we ſhould do in a YM ſug 4Tur ſits 
mean place, :« much rium dv loco a4 locum 

ſ*d de vitro a4 virtutems 

berrer, than ro under- "FauR. Serm, 


Greei ſtudia tranſ- 


. take greater things , 


which we were not o-ljged to. The firſt 
irees us from, and the other doth ingage 


| Wnto temptation, The commandment 1 give 


thee 
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thee this lf & not hidden from thee, neither 


it far off, it u not in in heaven, ntither is 
zt br yond the (ra : but the word 1s very nigh 
thee, in thy mouth and in thy beart, that thoy 
maiſt a» it, Deut. 39.11. It maketh ſome 
Quakers, ſome fantaſtical, and ſome mad, 
the ſecking to: profeſs and to do ſtrange 
things, things out of the road. And even 
in the belt of all religious inſtitutes, there 
1s nothing good, except it be this, that they 
are parricular applications of the gener 
Goſpel-Rules ; which particular applicati. 
ons to times, perſons, and places, are beſt 
made by che deſignation of divine provi- 
dence, which to- every man appoints that 
ſphere, wherein he 1s bound to move re- 
gularly, Lefus therefore humbly acquieſce 
to Gods wiſe diſpoſal, making that to be 


our fiudy and work, which our ſtate and 


condition doth require from us : and let 
Our next care be, 1n the ſecond place to be 
intent upon-thar, and to do it well. 

In what appears before the world, com- 
monly men put a varniſh upon their attions 


and their behaviour ; when ofrentimes at | 


home they are looſe tyranical, and unjuſt, 
But aR 1n private ard every where, fan- 
quam ſub alicumus voni wirs, ac ſemper pon 


oculis, ſaid Seneca ; as always in the fght - 


of God ; in the mgſt publick view. For 


your a&ions at honte;- in your cloſer and in 
your 


A - 


= 


> wary Y Wy My we 
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your family are noted and regiſtred before 
God : and *tis by che doing them well, thar 
you advance forward, towards perfe&ion 
and glory. 

Hoc age, hoc age, was often crycd by 2 
herald whilſt the heathen worſhipped their 
Gods, Mind your buſineſs, mind that you 
art about, That we muſt do inall a&t1ons, 
even them that relate only ro this life, d1- 
ligently and faichfully ro do them as well 
as we can, The praiſe of an ator on the 
ſtage of this world, 1s to a& his part well 
and decently, whatever jt be; and that 
muſt be our care, to be juſt and exat, m 
being a good ſervantor maſter ; artiſt, or 
whatever it be, In fo being confiſts our 
perfe&ion, and the demonſtration of our 
love to God. 

So likewiſe 1n things that pertain to-a 


'  berter life ; when you pray, read or me- 


ditate, do it with a ſerious attention, and 
the greateſt application your mind 15 capa- 
ble of. Do it as if you were now to die, and 
that were the laſt thing you ſhall ever do 
for God, and for your own ſoul; for if you 
be in haſte, in a hurry, and in a diſtra- 
(10m, you wholly loſe your time and your 
reward. 

It 1s ſtoried 1n ſome of the legends, that 
at prayers, S. Bernard faw divers Angels, 
noting down the behaviour of the aſhiſtans 3 
lome 1a gelden letiers, ſome tn ink, and 
lome 
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1n water only, according to the devotion or | 


negligence of them that prayed. Though 
the relation looks much like a fable, yer 
there 1s this truth »n it 3 that they certainly 
weary themſelves to no purpoſe who ſerve 
God without attention and without fervour: 
and do the buſineſs of their foul in a care. 
leſs and trifling way, 

As Mathematicians conſider an abſtra& 
quantity, not regarding whether of Gold 
or clay : ſoit 1s not ſo much the matter of 
our She. as the manner of doing them, 
that moſt recommends them to God, and 
makes them expreſſions of our love to 
JESUS, 

As for the ſecond Rule of bearing pa- 
tiently what ever happens. Ir mult be 
alſo cxtended re the meaneſt ſorrows and 
VEXAtIONs. 

In all things let us be content that Gods 
will ſhould cake place. Letus carefully ſe- 
cure our duty, and afterwards let us care 


for no more ; leave the event to God, and * 


ter him chule for vs. 

It is to no purpoſe to reſolve to bear 
evenly great calamities, which perhaps 
ſhall never happen; to gather a ſtock of 
patience again(t violent perſecutions and 
the flames of martyrdom : and mean while 
to be fretful and angry, for every loſs and 
trifling accident that crofleth our humour. 


This 15 bur ſelf deceit, and an imaginary 
patience, 


w — - Fe. Ro no = 
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patience, ſtoutly to reſolve upon great evils 


when they are far off, and yield to leſſer 
when preſent, We are rather to remember 
the words of oor Bleſſed Lord, to tabe uþ 
dur croſs daily and follow him. The word 
diily imports, that the evils of every day 
are to be born with patience and a com- 
poſed mind. And that the wrongs and ve- 
xations we meet withall in our intercourſe 
with others, as well as great calamitie-, are 
our own proper croſs, which our Chriſtian 
profeſſion, and love to ZE S#S, obligeth 
0s to bear and ſubmir to. 

When a rough-hewn plank is to be join- 
toone thatis even, ir muſt be plained and 
made ſmooth by great or ſmaller ſtrokes, 
a the workmans diſcretion : our deform 
ſoul, or crooked will is to be cloſe united 
to God who 1s moſt equal and perfett , 
therein conſiſts our happineſs 3 we muſt 
therefore let him (who is pleaſed to under- 
tke that work) poliſh and re&ific our ſoul, 
and make them conformable to his bleſſed 


| will, by what means he pleaſeth ; by great 


or lefler blows, according as he knows to 
be expedient. Let us follow the Prince of 
(ufferings by love and 1mitatlon, cheerfully 
bearing our croſs, whatever it be ; mind- 


' ful of this profitable advice of the ſon of 


Swach. My ſon, if thou come to ſerve the Lord, 
trepare thy ſoul for temptation, ſet thy heart 


! ght and conſtantly endure, and make 


10s 
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nt hafle in time { trouble, Whatſorover it 
brought unto thee take cheerfully, and be patient 
when thos art changed to a low eſtate. They 
that ſexy the Lord will not diſobty his word, 
and they that loue him, will keep bis ways, 


es 


—— 


CHAP. XVIII 


Some more particular diretions how to 
order our lives by the love of F Ee 
SUS. 


% OM the happy and ſafe cloiſter of 
love, wherein thou art cntred, look 
not abroad upon that world that lies i 
wickedneſs; Follow not the multitude to do 
evil ; for men take 
hand in hand, and 
betray one another to 
folly and ruine, Gods 
benefits are loſt upon the major part of 
them z they have no ſenſe of the divine 
mercies z- ungraticude 1s their proper ch& 
rater and their greatcſt guilt. Rare ſus 
mant ſelicibus are 5, all might exfily be happy, 
of they would love and be thankful. 

Read rhe lives of primitive Saints, and 
conſider them that are now truly religious 


and good men. Converſe with them, _ 
wit 


Ve tibi flumen moris 
bumani, Aug. 


— 


—— 


—_— — —— —— 
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with them learn to ſpend thy time care- 


fally and well. Time is ſhort and prect- 
ous, ſpend it upon that that will turn to 
account when time ſhall be no more. Ir 
leads to an endleſs eternity, and it js given 
thee, to make that ereraity infinite in hap- 
pineſs, as in duration. Indulge not then 
to idleneſs, for it will bring temptations 
ypon thee, and make them prevalling, 
Labour, watchfulneſs, and prayer , make us 
vittortous over fin, and win the incorruptible 
crown. 

Uſe all means whereby thou maiſt be 
advanced in thy way to heaven ; thou canſt 
never work outthy ſalvation with too much 
care and diligence. 

Tis good to make |, Milocomin ef ara 
ſure work in ſo great 7,z.,, of, cauu rariſo 
a concern ; for mult1- ſme, 

tudes periſh through 

careleſneſs and preſumption ; and the way 
terernal life is ſtreighr and narrow. But 
n the uſe of ſuch mcans as I recommend, 
take heed of deceiving thy ſelf, and reſt- 
mg in outward obſervations, making that 
the end, which is only a way to lead thee 
0 vertue, 

Thou marſt carry 
thy Bible about, and "Ou d ag 7478 
read the Goſpel, and 233 Xevarnmy avsy- 


| yer not be a good yon, 


Chriſtian, Thou maift 
20 


ITE AS <<< _—_ 
— ws 
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go up to the Temple to pray, faſt and give 
alms, and profeſs 
the greateſt ſtri&Kne(s 
with the Phariſee, 
and yer ſtill be an hy- 
pocrite except thoy 


Non Hiercſo ymis fu- 
we 3 ſed4 Hiereſclymtis 

in: vixijſe laudandum. 
Hieron, 


doſt truly love God. | 
Love therefore, and often think that 
thou ſhalt die ; for that will much increaſe 
thy. dil;gence and thy fincerity, Many in 
the Church of Rome, put on when they die 
a Fryers habir, and much confide therein : 
do thou pur on by times thy dying thoughts; 
conſider ſcriouſly ; and ſteal time as often 
as thau canſt, to. ſequeſter thy ſelf from 
the world, Gods ſecret voice 1s not heard 
in the croud, and no man meditates in the 
Market. Retire and think of death, and 
p= on the affe&ions of a penitent 3 humi- 
ity, ſhame, and ſorrow for thy paſt follics; 
care and watchfulneſs for that reſt of time 
which God gives thee 


Deus det ſpitium ut 
pereant crimins non his 


eines, Prolſp. Aquit. 
bed, would always 


N. minem Chriſtranum 
ebſque panitentis mori 
F#portere. 


would live well ; for 


to deſtroy thy fins, 
and to fave thy ſoul. 
S. Auſtin on his death 
have the penitentid 
Pſalms, ſaying that 
every Chriſtian muſt 
die a penitent. 

muft he live, that 


contrition and mortl- 


fication will make thee-charitable and con- 


rented 3 


} 


» = wi, > > > & TT A Rui © FF... 
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' tented 3 will make thee deſpiſe the world, 


and chuſe the beſt | ; 
ind faſeſt courſe of , Pima  vits rat 
life , which 1f ſome conſuetuine fiet jucunda, 
thing hard at the firſt, 

will ſoon by uſe become cafe, 

When men have an opportunity ts cat 
and drink, to obtain profit or pleaſure, 
they ſeldom negke& ir, and put it off to un- 
certain delays : Now theu canſt, if thou 
wil, ſerve God, ſhew thy love to 7ESUS, 
and make (ure of heaven, defer 1t nor 
tilltime be paſt, or be worſe. Think what 
thou wouldſt adviſe thy friend ro do, and 
do thou a& accordingly. 

Often think upon thy reward, and look 

to heaven ; hope (ers the world at work, 
fa drudgery fourteen years, ſeemed 

t a few days to him, becauſe he had 
Rachel before his eyes, and loved her affe- 
Qionarely, Gen. 29. 30. ; 

All is not to be done to day, goon inthe 
way of love and duty. Our hife 15 a courſe, 
not a leap ; therefore faint not, and be nat 
Aſpleaſed with thy 


Nunc paululum laboe 
ww, f thou haſt not ramJlo manibus ; mime 


yet done what muſt genibus flexts oran4o dee 
not be finzſhe, tl thy inde corpus refcciendo , 


life be ſo. S. Anthony's peparicidy-i rare, 
ibpatience was this #4 #1979 optrandes, An: 
reproved ahd cured thy fee ty & ſalvus, 


byat Angel, * work 
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« now, afterward pray, then refreſh thy | 


« wearied nature : and after thar, return 
« again to thy labour and devotion. Let 
<« this be thy courſe all thy way, and falya- 
& tion ſhall be thy end. 

Thus, berwixt grace and nature, be- 
ewixt labour and Religion diſtribute thy 
time : and in all theſe, ler the love of 

E Su $ accompany and dire thee, and 
t will certainly bring thee to his glory; 
after thou halt jn this manner, lived in his 
favour, thou ſhalt enter into his joy. 

1 love them that love me, (ſaith the Lord) 
and they that ſtek me early ſhall find me, Prov, 
8. 17. 


CHAP. XIX. 


That upon all accounts, God ſhould be 
loved above all things. 


H E firſt Confideration is, that it 1s 

moſt unjuſt and unreaſonable to love 

any creature to the prejudice ef the Cre- 
ator, As all things have their being from 
God, ſo they have from him all the good- 
neſs and —_ which makes them lovely 
to us, and drawing upon viſible ob- 


jeRs fair copics of his inviſible perfe&ions, | 


deſigned 


3 


Rn 


— 
- 


| 
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| deſigned to be loved in them : or that they 


ſhoald be loved in him, and for his ſake. 
If men being delighted with the beauty of the 
heavenly hoſt took them to be gods, let them 
ww how much better the Lord of them is, for 
the firſt Author of beauty hath created them : 
for by the beauty and greatneſs of the creatures 
proport jonably the maber of them is (een, Wild. 
I. 3. _—_ and goodneſs are the pro- 
per obje& of love : and therefore, God 
who is the firſt and ſupreme beauty and 
goodneſs, ſhould be loved before all 


| things. 


We indeed reverence Princes in their 
ſeals and arms, in their meaneſt ſervants 
clothed with their livery : but ſhould a 
ſubje& ſer np theſe 1n the royal Throne, 
and transfer to them, or even to the great« 
eft Favorite, thoſe ſpecial honours which 
belong to the Prince only ; ke ſhould juſtly 
be deemed a Rebel, and his proceedings 
would be as unjuſtifiable, as the diſloyal 
diſtin&ion of tabing arms by the Kings Aa- 
thority againſt his Perſon. Yet ſuch are the 
proceedings of all diſorderly lovers, I mean 
of all ſinners : who ſerting more of their 
affe&ions wpon the creatures, than u 
God the Creator, pay them afrerwards a 
_ veneration than they do to him ; 

ving exalced honours, pleaſures and 
riches into the Imperial chair, they do 
more for them -than for the Sovereign 
himfelf; 
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himſelf : nay they obey them to their pre. 
judice, and againſt his exprefs command, 
Thus vicious unreaſonable men burn in the 
ſhade, and freeze where the Sun ſhines ; 
they dote upon inferior beauties, and neg- 
le& the higheſt and moſt perfe& ; they 
take fire at dark ſhadows, and find no hear 
in the brighteſt light. Great men havea 
a paid them, in their degenerating 
poſterity : great Artiſts are reſpetted in 
their [1veleſs children ; we highly honour 
unhappy Pagans in thoſe Iabours of theirs 
which adorn our cloſets and l1ibrarics : God 
only is diſhonoured 1n his works, the more 

erfe& he hath made them, the more in. 


Jurious they prove to him. Phidzas and. 


Apelles} arc remembred with veneration, 
in a fine pi&ure or Statue : God only is 


ingratefully forgotten 1n a lovely creature 
whereof he is Maker, 


Al ſurdum eft genu 
poſoto ſimulacra a4orave, 
& ſuſpicere, fabros vero 


An a-ſurd impiecty 
this 1s, which Sen 
reproved in his fel- 


quiea fece wnt contene 
neres 


ſhi 
carved image, and to he no notice of the 
Carver that made ir. 

God hath done like a loving father, who 
jealous of his ſons affe&ion, would have 
none to. attend him but; ſuch as wear his 
livery ; would have che.pi&ure of, himſelf 


hang in every room; and all the goods = 
the 


low heathen, to wor- ' 
and deijfhie the | 
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he houſe marked with his name and cy- 
pher : So God, who loves men tenderly, 
and deſires to be by them loved again, 
hath put ſomething of himſelf in all the 
creatures he hath appointed to ſerve us ; 
that, which way ſoever we turn our eyes, 
we might be pur in mind of him, he hath 
ſtamped his name in more or leſs legible 
Charaters, upon all the goods and utenſils 
ofthis his great houſe, the world, wherein 
he hath placed us. And now ſhall we 
0 like a ſimple child, who turning his 
ck upon his father , ſhould look and 
imile on his piture, and careſs 1t, and 
mit upon it, and ask it bleſſing, while 


| __ the original ? So abſurd a thing 
woul 


be coaynted madneſs, and move pity 
« laughter”; bur when we a the ſame 
ly, 1n loving the world while we deſpiſe 
God, we are highly criminal, and we 
tighly provoke our heavenly Father, thus 
» return to him contempt and diſobe- 
exc for the gracious tokens of his loye. 
| From hence 1t follows, that, as we ſhould 
| bve God above all, and all things, things 
lnhim and for him ; we ſhould alſo love 
thoſe things moſt, which have moſt of his 
mpreſs and likeneſs, Therefore, man 
who is created after Gods image, ſhould 
tt by us loved above all other creatures 2 
ad that part of man which is chiefly adorn- 
« with che likeneſs of God, ſhould have 

L 
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the greater ſhare of our affeRion, God 

himſelf values humane ſouls at a high rate, Ly 
becauſe they are like him 3 as appears by 
whar he hath done and (uffered to ſave £** 


of that kindneſs we owe them: and if we; ® 
do not, we give our friends no greater love | 
than children do their puppets ; for they Whro 
dreſs them fine, and lay them ſoft, andkis * 7 
and embrace them: Juſt as they who aim 7 , 
at nothing more, than to make cheir friends *** 
merry, to wiſh them toys and gaudy things p . 
and to (ce them at eaſe. A fondneſs in- 5.0: 
excuſable 1n rational creatures, eſpecially 

in Chriſttans, who know the worth of an ©. 
immortal foul and the great concern of E-  * 
rernity : and yet feck only to gratifie the 
marerial parr of their friends which is ſubs /\, / 
ze& ro corruption, and te ingage their af- nd , 
fe&ions ro the world which paſſeth away | © 
and they muſt ſoen leave. As if when King | F 
Edward the firlt was haſtening out of the lon | 
Holy.land hither to receive the Crown ' p 
which expeacd him, his friends had ſtaid by 
him by the way, and invited him to re> -d 
and eaſe, and provided for him all Prince- |, o@ 
ly delights, and entertainments, and re- ng 
rarded his coming ſo long, till he had for- , 4 
got or loſt his right and his Kingdom. what | © 
is 4 wan profited, if he ſhall gain the wholt | 

word and loſe bis foul ? and what ſhall a ms |, 0 
give in exchange for bus ſoul ? we 


to 
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We are indeed much commanded ts 
*h ons another, and in this confiſteth one 
wl grear half of our Religion, all juſtice and 
W 'tharity, and all the duties of the ſecond 
2 Table, To love our brother as we ought, 
7 |; the beſt demonſtration of our love to 
vo God, for be that ſays be loves God, and batith 
brother, #s 4 {iar, ſaith S. 7ohn, 1 Joh. 4. 

£ 20, and love work:?th no it! to bu neighbour, 
bn ud s therefore the fulfilling of the law, faith 
& Paul, Rom. I3. Io bur a man 15 to [ove 
* ntighbour as binſelf, Mart. 19. 19. and 
P herefore as he 1s moſt obliged to ſeek for 
ly limſe!f the bingdom of God and its righteouſ- 
us: fo ſhould he 1n the firſt place endea- 

roar to procure It to his friend. Or elſe we 
to love one another as Chriſt bath loved us, 

| I 13.33. and that was in redeeming our 
of, 8 and purchaſing for us heavenly joys 
ad eternal life : not in providing eaſe and 

' \{enfual pleaſures to our bodies here 1n this 
Og | Forld. The reſult of this is, that 1n the 
an ſt place we ſhould love God infinitely 
-, adfor his own ſake : and that inthe nexr, 
re ſhould love thoſe things moſt which 
kwea neareſt relation to God ; Grace and 
re, Vere, Religion, Holineſs and Men 3 cſpe- 
ar. Aly their Souls, which are an image of 
a Deity 3, eſpecially ſanRified ſouls which 
aj, ({emoſt like God. Afrerwards ourlefler 
.zy Me for leſs Divine Objets, may be reaſon- 
ve Beand innocent ; and however we have 
| L 2 ſecured 
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ſecured a great duty and a great happinek, th 


To love God with all the heart, and with af #* 
the underſtanding, and with all the ſoul, aud 4 


with all the ſireagth, and to love his ntughbow ſt 
as himſelf, is more than all whole burnt offer 5 
ings and ſacrifices, Mar, 13. 33, iy 
of g 

— 

CHAP. KX. = 

ecil 


That as it is moſt juſt, ſo it 1s moſt eaſe ſl 
to love God. 


Second conſideration may be, that it 
1s moſt juſt and cafie to love God, PF 
That ir is moſt juſt, js ſhewn all along thisÞ® 
diſcourſe, wherein I have repreſented theſ.- 
more general and moſt excellent bete-/* | 
firs of God to mankind : all the which cha MI 
lenge and deſerve the greateſt. love ow; * ' 
hearrs are capable of, God had required} 
of his people that the firſt born and the, oh 
firſt fruirs ſhould be conſecrated to him, 
thereby ro acknowledge him the authorof r 
all their bleſſings and the giver of alltheir; ** 
increaſe : Now the firſt-born of our ſouls, 
the firſt-fruits of our hearts is love, which o 
God, who gives us all things, demands a te 
an acknowledgment from -us, They ſþalt % 
love the Lord thy God with all thy hart - p 
Wi 
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tþ ax F'oarer ſacriledge, if we deny him ſo jaſt a 
bute, than ifa Jew had rob'd him of his 
| grapes or his firſt ears of corn. Bur 

ofin- {0 much the more juſt, in that it is moſt 

ale to love God. Infinite perfe&ions, an 
tbys of goodneſs whence rivers and oceans 
of good things do perpetually flow, one 

— \would think ſhould ſwallow up the hearts 

ad affeRions of men : as indeed it doth, 

ofall that duly conſider 1t, And more per- 

_ {ily of bearified Saints, and of thoſe bleſ- 
eaſt * ſpirirs who miniſter before his throne 
nd are all flame for him, Beſides, 'is 
natural for men to love what 1s theirs, 
at ix propriety begets or increaſeth loye : Now 
is our God ; he hath given himſelf for 

 chis he dcth now, and will more intirely 


' er. give himſelf to us; he made us- 


/for the enjoyment of himſelf, and for that 
cha. purpoſe he hath redeemed us : and that 
ow, * might all ſay, with David, O God, thou 
fired} #2 my God, that God might fhew his kind- 
| the. ſand indear himſelf ro us, and aflert our 
him,. light to him, he bath aſlumed the names 
or of #f thoſe relations who love us belt, whom 
their, love moit tenderly, and whom we count 
ox} moſt ours. God the Father 1s pleaſed to 
hich je called our Father, God the Son, our 
4; zz; Frother, and God the Holy Ghoſt our Com- 
ſhalt ſorter, as it were our Friend : thereby to 
 «n41Aprels that afteRton which he hath for us, 
with} L 3 and 


ith all thy ſoul. We therefore eommir a- 
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and the propriety which we may claim in Jcanl 
_ him. Sure "Gisan eafie | 
G: Nimis dur, eſt ani. thing to love them bu 

KMS, QUE aMoreMmet!ſs re 
tro non impenaat, n-lit that love us : and | dou 
ramen rependere, Aug, Where God hath ex+ | toll 
; preſt ſo much love,'! pre: 
'Us ſtrangely unnatural if we are notaffe&e(* inf 
with 1t. yer 
Every man is a friend to bim that giveth | be 
gifts, faith the Wiſe man, Prov. 19. 6, the 
Now what gifts hath our God given us!” of th 
rather, what gifts hath he not given us ! . lei 
and what perverſe violence do they offer | lin; 
nature, that ſeek to confure Solomons-ſaying, ; bot 
in this inſtance where it: ſhould be moſt | oy 
true. Certainly 'tis an eaſe thing to love in» | pir 
finite perfe&ions, an infinite goodneſs ; one | ric 
that ever did,and ever dothusg-od; from | mz 
whom we daily receive favours, fo great : ak 
and ſo many that we can tell neither their 
worth nor number :- Wherefore S. Aug. { th 
ſairch,that to love G:4} nn 
Potes miki dicere, non 15 ſo natural, fo cafie, 
haveo quod tribuam egen- fg jnfinirely juſt, and 
I, ACN DOJ[ MR JO junare 
: A" F xm fo much our duty, | 
qud pores mibi di-ere that to omit It cant | 
chariza'em haters non admit of no plea nor '! 
poiſium, Tc pretence, and 15 + | 
excul..yle, and crl- 
minal in the higheſt degree. Perhaps thou 
wilt (ay, I cannor faſt, I cannot weep, I 
I have not what to pive to the ey 
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n in Jcanſt thou ſay, I cannot love,God ? is there 
eafie | any obſtacle in thy way ? doſt thou want 
hem | ip or a heart to do it ? No, 
and } doubtleſs *ris the eaſieſt thing in the world 
ex« jtolove him thar is moſt lovely, to love our 
ove,'! greateſt benefator, to love him who is 
Red infinicely kind and loving to us. Some 
rertues require opportunities and cannot 
weth © be exerciſed for want of them : but whe- 
. 6, ther thou beeſt Gckly or healthy, whether 
' of thy condition be high or low, whether th 
us ! , Jaiſure be much or little, whether thy cal- 
fer | ling be eafje or 1a- 
ng, ; borious , thou maiſt op4c;1is yer eft, Domine 
"oſt | ove : love doth not FESUCHKISTE 
IM» }! 


the belly, wea- SR wh 
'p qua nullus cujujcungsz 
one | ries not the hands, 1 145, aut con- 


om | makes not the head ;tionis exiſtat excuſari 
eat © ake, empries not the poreſt, &c, Idiot, 
elr purſe : for love js nel-- | 

lug. | ther grief nor pain 3 'tis eafie to all men 
7-4} none can plead any excuſe againſt it, 

fie, 

nd 

ty, 
'n : 
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CHAP. XIX. ; in 


An Objettion anſwered , which migh © 
be raiſed againſt this Book, and itt , by 
Subjed. 


m 
.& 
OW here Þ will digreſs a little to an- K 
ſwer two Obj<&tons which poſhibly 4 F 
might be made againſt what I have ſaid of * ſ 
Divine Love, The firſt, that T have hums | | 
nized it too much ; that whereas it is ſu- 
pernatural and ſhould be ſpiritual, I have | * 
made it almoſt palpable and ſenſible. To | 
this I ſay, that whether we ſer our lore 
upon earthly or heavenly things, upon God 
or upon the worlY, till it is the ſame pal- | 
fion, which refides in the ſame humane | 
faculty. The will of man, and the effedts | 
thereof are alike evident and real. He | 
that truly loves God, hath that ſame hearty 
affetion for him, as to the kind, 2s one 
friend hath for another : only being joined 
with greater reverence and ſubmiſſion to 
ſo glorious a Majeſty, it 15 called Religious 
and devour. Bu1a fincere lover of 7ESUS 
will ſeek to pleaſe him, and tobe with him, | 
and to enjoy him, and do all that for him, | 
which men would do for thofe —_— | 
ove } 
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| love heartily : all the difference is, that Di- 
vine Love hath its proper expreſſions, can 
never be too grear, and 1s in all reſpe&s 
| Infinitely more excellent than the love of 

any creature, Therefore, 1f in ſome pla- 

nioly £5 I have repreſented things plainly, and 
40 made that, in ſome manner to be touched 
it , by ſenſe which is only the obje& of faith, 
my deſ:gn was hereky to move the affe- 

; Rions, and to bring down the notions of 

yan} Religion, from the head into the hearr. 
bly  F4ith ſhould be the ſubſtance of things hoped 
id of © fer, the evidence of things not ſeen, Heb. 11.1, 
We ſhould conſider things of faith, whe- 
ther paſt or to. come, as if they had now a 
ave | Feal. ſubſiſtence, as if they were preſenc 
| before our eyes ;, their grearneſs then , 
would be betrer viewed, and have the 
350d greater power upon us : as Moſes, who, by 
af. | conſideration, ſeeing him who us inviſgble, 
' ver. 24, was thereby enabled to prefer the 

& | ffiiftions of Gods people to the pleaſures: 
and dignities of the Courts of Pharaoh, I 
rry believe jt was a great advantage to the 
Piery of Primitive ages, thar they lived 

near the time when thoſe. things were adt- 
ed, which we now believe ar a greater d})- 
ug Nance : for then the Revelations "of the 
| New Teſtament were every Chriſtians diſ- 
1 | Gourfe and admiration ; the proximity of 
| the times made them almoſt viſible, and' 


y |! the recent tootſteps of thoſe great tranſ- 
* L 5 aMons: 
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ations gave them a kind of ſenfibiliry, 
whereby their thoughts and conſiderations 
were drawn and retained, and made fert- 
ous and efhc2cious, And I believe ir ma 
be a great c2uſz of rhe degeneracy of theſe 
afrer ages, that faith is become too no-« 
fonal, roo .meraphyfical and abfſtraed, a 
matter of diſpute and ſcience, rather than 
of praftice and conſ(cience-: whereas we 
fhould veſt the great o5j<Rs of our faith 
with material circumſtances, ro make them 
m ſome manner the obje&of ſenſe, that to 
us it might be ſaid as 'S. Paul to the Gali- 
tans, Befurt your eyes FESUS CHRIST 
bath been evidenly fit forth, crucified among 
you, Gal. 3. 1. and thar, in all other inſtan- 
ces, our faith might be ro us, the evidence 
of things not ſees, When we look upan the 
things of revelation as far diitant from us, 
they app:ar hardly credivle, and not much 
tQ be regarded : but a cloſer viewing of 
them, by a nearer and almoſt ſenſible con- 
f:deration would make them appzar great 
and v-onderful, would make deep and laſt- 
ingimpreilions on our minds, and cauſe us 
to cry out with grief and wonder ; Lord, 
what is man, that thou art thus mindful of 
him ! or rather, what 15 man, that he 1s 
unmindſul of thee ! However, I have the 
warrant, and do claim the priviledge of 
them that write meditations, and make 
conemp!ations palpalle and to be fcen : 
t0.. 
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to ſuppoſe dialogues, to deſcribe what was 


paſt long ago, as now in doing, and to 
repreſent things as preſent and viſible ; and 
well we may, eſpecially when we treat of 


the lore of God ſhewed to mankind in 


FESUS : forthatlove became palpable, 
and converſt among men, and was mani- 
feſted to ſenſe, in the birth, the a&ions, 
and rhe ſufferings of our Bleſſed Saviour : 
who by becoming man, ſeemed to comply 
with that unjuſt and yet general defire 
which men had, of worſhipping humane 
creatures, and having things viſible and 
material for the obje&t of their devotion 
and Religious love. 


PP —_— 
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CHAP. XXII. 


The ſecond Objeion concerning the love 
of FESUS, anſwered. 


[I E other Obje&tion would perhaps 

be made by them who ſcruple and 
refuſe ro bow at the Holy name of FESUS, 
and who might ſay that I have menrioned ir 
too ofren,and too ofrencalled divine charity, 
The love of FES4S : andthatinſo doing 
I have been either ſuperſtitious or 1njurious 


: to God, Tothis I anſiver, That as our Bleſſed 


Say1iour 
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Saviour ſaith, He that bateth me, hateth my 
father alſo, Joh. 15. 23. ſo we may ſay, that 
he that loverth him loveth his farther alſo. 
For the Farther, the Son, and Holy Ghoſt 
are one andthe ſame God bleſſed for ever 
he thit loutth him th:t begat, loutth-him alſo 
that # begotten, and (o reciprocally. The 
Divine Eſſence 1s but one, it admits of no 
diviſion : therefore whatever honour is 
paid ro one of the Divine Perſons, is paid 
to all Three ; the Ever.glorious Trinity is 
honoured »y it. But then it muſt be con- 
fidered that FE.S4#S theſecon4 Perſon 
of that Bleſſed and Glorious Trinity 1s not 
only God, but alſo Nan, and ſo Mediator 
berwixt God and Man : fo that by, and 
chrcugh him we pray, we worſhip, we love 
God. This is the great, the nog ba 
benefit of God to I1s Church, that he gave 
JESUS CHRIST his Blefied Sonto 
be. the head of it 
&ti orat pro nobi; z Who prays for us, and 
ora: 42 nobis ;, & eratur& prays it us, and 15 
8-011, prayed to by us 3 as 
S. Aug ſaith. As God 
manifeſted: his love tomen in FESuS: 
ſoin 7X $S&4S men offer the returns of 
their love to God ; In this was manifeſted 
the laus of God towards us, becauſe Gol ſent 
ha only begotten Son into the world, that we 
wight live through bim, 1 Joh. 4. 9. and 1 
this is manifcſted our loye towards _ 
at 
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| that we receive, and love, and obey thar 
; Fon, With this, God 1s inno wiſe offended, 


but rather infinitely well pleaſed ; he that 


 loueth me (hall be loved of my father ; faith 


our Blefled Saviour, 7ob. 14. 21 If a maa 
love me, he will beep my word, and my father 
wil love him, and we will come unto bim, and 
mabe our abode with bim, ver. 23. and again, 
If any man ſerve me, bim will my father honour, 

h. 12. 26, nay, he expreſly tells his dif- 
ciples, that the Father loved them, becauſe 


\ they loved him, whom the Father had 


ſent ; The Father himſelf loveth you, becauſe 
ye bave loved me, John 16. 27, For though 
we owe our redemprion to the infinite mer- 


* cies of God Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt : 


yet in a more eſpecial manner we are en- 
gapged ro the Son, who perſonally came 
down from heaven, for. us men and for our 
ſalvation. FESHS us the Author and 
fniber of or ſaith, he 1s the Founder of our 
Holy Religion ; it is he hath revealed.thoſe 
dofrines we are to beheve ; it 1s he hath 
given us thoſe laws and precepts whereby 
weare to live; it 1s he from whom we are 
called Chriſtians ; 1t 1s he who for us deſpiſed 
the- ſhame and endured the Croſs, who hath 
ſhed his blood and given his life a ranſom 
for ours ; it is he who by contraRing a near 
relation with us, becoming our brother , 


” hath cauſed us to be adopted Sons of God, 
, Und heirs with hira of an eternal kingdom 3, 


IT 
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It 15 he who can ſave them to the utrermoſt * 
that come to God by him; it is he who 
1s the head of the fo 
Caput poſerum in ce= Church, to whom we fo 
lejtilus corpus ſanm gue muſt be united þ hy 
berna!, ſepara:um qui- } 
drm viſione ſe4 annexum Love, that we may ſo 
charitate, Aug. be his members, and mi 
derive life from him; th( 
it is he who is our Lord and Maſter, and © ne 
will be our judge and our rewarder, if we rel 
be faithful ro him. For this end Chriſt died {ul 
and roſe again, that he might be Lord both of | or: 
the dead and living, faith S. Paul, Rom.14.9, | wi 
God hath made that ſame 7 ESM4S whon thi 
ye have crucified both Lord and Chriſt, him | we 
God hath exalted with his vieht hand to bra a! 
Prince and Saviour, faith S. Peter, AR. 2.36, |, for 
and 5. 31. All power 1s gtven hin in hexom lie 
and earth : and be muſt reign till he hath "ut eſt 
all enemies under his fett, Hence the fre-- | fr) 
quent and urgent exhortations to follow «© 
and imitate, ro ſerve and obey FESUS; wi 
Hence thoſe patherick words of S. Paul, The | 8, 
love of Chriſt conſtraineth us, 2 Cor. 5,14 1 
and again, what things were gain to mM mw 
counted loſs for Cbriſt : yea doubtleſs ant T. | 7 
count all things loſs, ſor the *excellency of tht 
Knowledge fl FESUS CHRIST my Lvvd, fe 
for whom I have ſuffered the loſs of all things, | ha 
p and do count them but dAung that 1 may gun al 
Chriſt, Phil. 3. 7,8. 'Tis JESUS hath | ſi 
won our hearts to God ; *as he hath m_ ; 
CUE 
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cfled us from a ſtare of enmity to a ſtare of 
love. Beſides thar God was juſtly angry 
for our rebellions, his glories are fo bright, 
fo amazing, his Divine Majeſty ſo high, 
thar to love a being 

fo infinicely above us Non bene conveniunt 
migh: have heen ncc in 1414 ſede mora'te 
thoughr rophane- Iur, Majeftas &T amor, 
neſs or preſumption 3 

reſpe&, not friendſhip, 1s the affeRion of 
ſubjedts to Princes. ÞIvyþ3g Ox85 was an 


| ordinary Epithere for the heathen gods, 
' wno were thought to be envious rather 


than lovingto men ; and even the 1ſaelites 
were amazed and terrified ar the fighr of 
a heayenly meſſenger, crying we ſhall die 
for we have ren God, *Tis the great hum1- 
lation of FES 45S, hath procured and 
eſtabliſhed an everlaſting reconciliation and 
friendſhip berwixz God and man. God 
commended his lous towaras us, in that while 
we were ytt faornery Chriſt died for us, Rom. 5, 
9. and now there is neither death, nor life, 
nr Anpels, nor any other cretture can ſeparate 
us from the love of God whichis in CHRIST 
JESUS ow LORD, Rom. 8.39, 
Therefore for a reward of the preat ſuf- 
ferings-and abafement of FE $S#S, God 
hach given I1m a ſupreme auchority over 
all the world, Men ana Angels bein2 made 


| ſubjett unto him; becauſe he mads himſelf of no 
' reputation, and took on bim the form of a ſer- 


vant, 
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anto death, even the arath of the Croſs, therefurt 
God hath hlgbly exalted bim, and given hin 
&« name which 4 aboue every name : that at 
thr name of FESUS tuery thing ſhou'd bow, 
of things in heaven, and things on earth, and 
things under the earth: and every. tongut ſheuld 
confeſs, that F E SUS CHRIST wu th 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father, Phil. :, 
7, 8, &c. Our love and obedience to 7x. 
S 4 $ derogares nothing from, bur belong 
to God : *'Tis to the glory of God the Father, 


God hath highly exalred JESS for ! 


his humiliation, and for the ſame cauſe we 
ought alſo to love and exalt him, as much 
as poſſibly we can, becauſe it was for us; 
not only bow at his name, but even kneel 
and kiſs. the ground, when he only ſees us ; 
no fear of exceeding here, no fear of ſuper- 
ſtirion :. we can never ſhew him too much 
love or reſpeR : Pſal. 72. Al Kjngs ſhall 
fall down before him, all nations ſhall do hin 


ſervice :prayer ſhall be made anto bim, and daily | 


ſhall be br praiſed, Amen. 


vant, and humbled himſelf, and became obedi- © 
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et 


a CHAP. XXIIT, 
14 That it is moſt pleaſant and ſafe to love 


he God. 


E- Third conſideration will he, that it 15 
v5 moſt pleaſant and ſafe to love God. 
| Love may cauſe trouble, bur jr certainly is 
the ſpring or parent of all joy and ſatisfa- 
Rion. He that hath an affe&ion to nothing 
hath pleaſure in nothing : could the ima- 
goary inſenſibleneſs of the Stoicks really 
 : ſeize upon any man : if he could never be 
'7 * miſerable, he would alſo be uncapable of 
h all happineſs. *Tis true indeed that the 
'y | love of worldly things 1n that they are yain 
and periſhing, is it (clf vanity and vexation: 
is | qui multum amat plus doltt, 1s certainly true 
4 | of all bur the Divine Love. He that hath 
many friends hath many ſorrows ; he that 
loves many things hath many things to fear 
for : 'Tis only God that hath ehoſe infinite 
excellencies which can fully repleniſh our 
minds and defires : 'Tis only God thar ad- 
mits of no wariableneſs, neither ſhadow of 
turning + and therefore 'tis the love of God 
| alone that can make us eternally and in- 
| Urely happy. HK 1s reported of a perſon of 
great 


P. 
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great ſanity, that an evil ſpirit confeſt to 
him, that were 1t poſſible for one who loves 
God to come into hell ; yer were it impoſ. 
ſible he ſhould be miſerable, bur that it 
would rather ſink hell it ſelf ant make ir 
diſappear, or efſe make it a paradiſe for 
him. Though the relation may be fabulous, 
yet I believe the thing it ſelf is true 7 he 
that 15 joined to God by love, and fo pol- 
ſeſt of him, who 1s the fountain of all joy, 
and bliſs, it 1s not poſſible he can be miſe. 
rable ; deſpair the hell of the damned can 
never ſeize his ſoul. However, I am con- 
fident that the love of God would ſweeten 
all the hitrerneſs of our innocent miſertes, 
and that 1t 1s only the imperfettion of a 
Chriſtians love that expoſerh his mind to 
the vexation of humane ſorrows. I am nor 
(ro my grief ) a competent witneſs to this 
truth ; bur there have been = Saints 
and devour perfons who, in the fervency 
of their love to God, have found thoſe joys, 
Niki. crus ſer'it in ; , : 
Ms 4.” ms 4 JOY Which are ineffe- 
_ 7” jF ble, and which made 
them, in (ome man» 

ner inſenſi»le and IncapahHle of any great 
ſorrow. And even the leſſer love ef more 
imperfc&, though ſincere, Chriſtians, doth 
in a great meaſure take away the ſenſe © 
humane calamities, and brings to thelr 
minds the greateſt contentment and delight 
this world 1s capable of, A 


thoſe raviſhments of | 


y 
F 
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A mans heart 1s 


. Mavis ef wbi amt 
more where 1t loves gir eff 


quam uy; animai. 


be that loueth dwelleth in God and God in hin, 
1 John 4. 16. and 

what greater, what Deus Charitas eſt,quid 
more excellent bliſs Prety1/in? 77 90 miner 
can we imagine or 222 Bennien # 0 
deſire? what ſtronger rd Yo ary yoke 
expreſſion could one dizs 2 Bern, 

find to expreſs the 

higheſt felicities? to dwell in God ! to be 
ſwallowed up in an abyſs of infinite good- 
neſs !' to be overwhelmed in the immenſity 
of Divine Joys and perfe&ion ! as an atom 
inthe air,as a drop of water in the Ocean: ſo 
fo he that dwel!eth in love dwelleth in God. No- 
thingcan better repreſent thoſe tranſcendent 
anddelicious raptures 

wherewith the ſoul ts Extaſin facit amor, 
mebriared and raiſed 7a:0%5_ ſu Lge = 
abore it ſelf. This 0/90 {i e o/enen 
was 1t made the Holy 7, 

Martyrs ſhout and re- 

joyce in the midſt of the flames : they 
dwelt in God ; no ſorrow, no harm could 
approach them. Happy are they that can 
ſay with S. Paul, Our life is bid with Chri(6 
in God.Col.3.3, and 7 lve,yet not I, but Chriſt 
liveth in me, Gal. 2. 25. The loveof God fits 
us for the joys of heaven, and 1s an anticipa- 
tlon of them; it powerfulily governs the 
Will 
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will, and ir ſweetly overflows the mind ; it 
Is the perfe&ion of grace, and will be the 
conſummation of glory : but*cis much eaſier 
and happier to feel than to expreſs it. How 
much better 1s thy love than wine, and the ſmill 
of thine ointment than all ſpices ! Cant. g. 10; 

One thing that adds much to the worth 
and the pleaſure of Divine Love, is that « 
never fails : ic is of the nature of its objeR, 
erernal, as God is 3 whether there be prophe- 
ces, they [hall fail : whether there be tongues, 
they ſhall ceaſe : whether there be knowledge, 
it (ball dani(h away : bud charity never faileth, 
x Cor.13.8.Faith and hope may accompany 
us as far as heayen-gate, but there they for 
ſake us ; the one is turaed into ſight and the 
other into enjoyment z love alone enters 
and abides with us to eternity. Our greateſt 
ſafety therefore as well as pleaſure conſiſts 
1n loving God affeRionartely ; for that Jove 
which never faileth ſecures our duty here 
and our happineſs hereafrer. We are ſure 
never to live, and never to periſh in (in, if 
welove FESUS fincerely : He that dwil- 
leth in love dwelleth in God : and there nel- 


ther fin nor miſery can come to hurt him, 
"Rp « What matters It 
914 r: fert natuyaeſſe then, to be by na- 


S - pang mo ture, what we may 

« be by choice and 
« affeRion ? Tf of our ſelves we are not holy 
and happy, we may be ſo by love ; the we 
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of God will transform us into his nature, 


and make us partakers of his holineſs and 
happineſs. Love kills us in our felyes, thar 


; we may live in God, Occidit quod faims, 
' gt ſimus quod non eramus. Aug, It maketh 


fuch a change in us, that we ags no longer 
what we were, as to the ſinfulnefs and 
wretchedneſs of our 

OH. OS NO rnmigebroecf oe 
commandment maketh omiren nova, bon 
the New Creature ; min effgiuntur. Aug. 
become Gods by loving 

God. Love conſiders and diſchargeth all 
the duties of Religion : it allows of no 
omiſſion nor tranſgreſſion : Love #s the ful- 
filling of the law : this is love that we beep his 
Commandments, 2 John 6. 1lle ſane & juſte 
agit qui ſanftam habet djleftionem. Aug. He 
1s a Holy Man whoſe 

love 's holy, for love Non faciunt bonos vel 
having the rule and males mores, niſt bonz 
dire&ton of all mans v*# 4/7 amore, Aug, 
paſſions and affe&1- | 
ons, they become either good or bad ac- 
cording to the nature of what they love. 
Therefore to know whether a man be ver- 
tuous or No, we inquire not-what his condi- 
tion is, or what are his parts and learning : 
but what he delights in, what he loves : 
for if he loves the world and himſelf, he 1s 
certainly vain and vicious, bur 1f he loves 
God, he is pious and good, and of a cer- 
tainty he can never periſh, ” 
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If natural love be ſo powerful and aRive, 
as we know it is : how much more when irc 
1s ſet upon God and by him affiſted ? This 
therefore doth greatly manifeſt how ſecure 
and well guarded they are that love God, 
in thar their holy love maſters and morti- 
fies cheir uaholy afte&tons. What 1s it 
that hurries men to ſin and hell and deftry- 
Rion, bur their maſterleſs and unruly paſ- 
ſion ? now love can nor only ſubdue them, 
but even makes them uſeful and fabſervient 
to verrue ; the love of God ſanGihes all 
paſſions and makes them ſerviceable. If ir 
cannot make him meek who 1s of an an 
nature ; it wilt make him augry againſt ſin, 
and againſt himſelf a ſinner : 1f it dochnor 
mk lem bold and generous whofe remper 
inclines him ro timorouſneſs; it will turn 
his fear into prudence, and make him not 
dare to offend God : if it makes him not 
cheerful who naturally 1s melancholy ; it 
will turn his ſadnefs into penntent ſorrow, 
and make him a þbjeſſed money, And fo 
all ocher paſſions , 
Amor vbi veneri:,e- love will makerthem 
teros in ſe traducit © ca- Inſtruments of ver- 
pitvat affetus, S. Bern. tye, or occaſiens of a 
SH greater reward : t 
T5, it will etther fight and conquer the, 
or elle put them to a good uſe, Love 1s 
obeyed wherever 1t appears, and Dlyine 
Love 1s irreſiſtible : it overcomes all diff. 
culries, 
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cuſries, nay, it ſcorns ,,,, dificultatis e« 


| the name of dyffcul- »ateſcir. 


ty, faith S. Auguſtine; 
it is as ſtrong and villorious as death, 


Happy and ſafe are 
they that love 7 F- Charitas eſt donum 
S&S: for that love Dei quo nullum eſt ex- 
it is makes the diffe- ce/lentivs: ſolum ejt quod 
rence betwixt ſincere ©###t _ 7 gas reg 
and falſe Chriſtians, mm - rad wwe 
berwixt thoſe that 15, cap. 18. 
ſhall be heirs of al- 
vation and thoſe that ſhall go to perdition, 
betwixt heaven and hell. Many priviledges 


' may belong to the tares while they grow in 


the (ame feld with the wheat; many Sun- 
ſhiny days they may have, and many drops 
of dew and rain may fall upon them : bur 
they are not rooted axd grounded in love, 
therefore they are plucked up and withered 
and burned. Many gifts of the Divine Spirit 
wicked men may receive ; they may pro- 
pheſie and do miracles in Chriſts name, they 
may excel in ſome vertues : but the grace 
of Charity they never receive, the love of 
God never dwells in | 

their hearts. © Thou Habere Enxptiſmum & 


malus eſſe pores 5, kabere, 


| © maiſt be Baprized, @c, Tratt. 7. in Epiſt, 


«* (faith S. Aug.) and Johan, 
« yer not be good 1 


' ®thou maiſt have knowledge ;and remain 


] 


vicious; 


104 The Reformed Monaſtery, Or, 
& yicious ; thou maiſt be called a Chriſtian, 
* and be none : but thou canlt not love God 
* and be wicked ; thou canſt not love God, 
&« but thou muſt be holy and happy. Thus 
we ſce, love affords the a. pleaſure, 
and the greateſt ſafety this world 1s capable 
of, The love of FES&S 1s a precious 
jewel , precious be- 
Charitar eſt amor re- you gold and the 
run quis nonnmſs volen- ſt of pearls: he that 
tes amnti2u5. Auge hath ir, hath an infi- 
nire treaſure, and it 
1s fo much the more to be valued, becauſe 
we may acquieſce 1n its poſſeſſion : we can 
never loſe ir except we will, We may Joſe 
our riches and we may loſe our health ; we 
may loſe our learning and our eloquence 
we may loſe our friends and our lives: but 
the love of God we can never loſe withour 
our conſent ; no time, 
Verum benum illu4 eſt mo fortune, no Tyrant 
quod non potes mvunus can ſnatch ir by force 
emittere. Aug. our of our hearts ; as 
"ris never given &- 
gainſt our will, ſo againſt our will it can 
F never be th 
inquageſima Charity never faileth, 
a of « O Lord who haſt 
<« taught us, that all 
« our doings without charity are nothing 
« worth ; ſend thy Holy Ghoſt, and pour 
« znto our hearts that moſt excellent gif 
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<< of charity, the very bond of peace and 

« of all yertues, without which whoſoever 
« liverh is counted dead before thee : grant 
« this for thine only Son ZFES 4s Chriſt 
«ſake, Amen. 


CHAP. XXIV. 


That love brings the moſt laſting joy and 
ſatisfaCion to the ſoul. 


HE fourth and laſt confideration is, 

that the love of God 1s the {o!id joy 
and laſting Tranquillity of the Soul, No 
tormenting fear or ſadneſs can harbour in 
heart that loves God ; the Motto of love 
ighr well be that of a late order of Kaight- 

at Mantua, meant of the Holy Cha- 
lice, Nihil fo triſte recepto 3, grief and the 


\ bye of God are incompatible : no ſadneſs 


-ſhould enter that breaſt wherein dwells 
divine Love. I need nottreat at large of 
thoſe many doubts and terrors concerning 
future happineſs which grieve and almoſt 
ſtrat the hearrs of many Chriſtians, to 
drove that ir is a happy thing to be freed 
om them : there are few, but are ſo far 
Tuainred with chem as readily to aſſent to 
®; it will be more to purpoſe to ſhew an 
; M the 
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the love of God'is'the beſt remedy agallls 
them, the beſt balſam ro heal « worm. 
ſpirit. Some perſons from their povet 
ily pains, or other affli&ions'draw til 
moſt affii&ive inference, that God is ',, 
their friend, and that therefore their cc 
dition 1s dangerous, and very bad, if thari 
quite deſperate : and this adds ſuch hye 
weight to their croſs, that they have hef} 
ſtrength to bear ir, but are ready to ſmlky 
whereas the love of God hath enabl@p 
thouſands to bear a heavier with patienqþape 
with forritude, and even with cheerfulne 
I take pleaſare in infirmities, and diſtreſſchat 
and neceſſities for Chriſts ſabe, ſaid S. Pak 
that great lover of 7 ES#4$S. He thin 
would ſuffer for God, will fuffer from Godhyh 
he that would die and be crucified for ti 
S 4 $, will willingly bear that crofs whidhi 
fE S4#S lays upen his ſhoulders. Ate 
deed "tis a greater vertue, meckly, 
thankfully to accept of that corre&i 


— God vifis us, than volunt: 

ro inflict the greateſt ſufferings on 
ſelves : what proceeds from ' God 1s 

beſt for us, and moſt pleaſing ro him. 
Patient will queſtion the love of that Phy 
ciax Who is his intimate friend, for that 
makes incifions, and applies cauſticks tpothet 
him, and makes him drink bitter potions! 
all this he takes to be for his own' go 


as proceeding from his friends aff 
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this manner, he that loves God will 
"Fecerve affiiftions from him ; and grate- 

ly acknowledge with David, 1 know that 
= very faithfulneſs thou baſt cauſed me to be 
.* oubled. Knowing that. al! things work toge- 
wr comer for the good of them that love God, he will 
Tarbour no thoughts of diffidence, nor 
eſtion Gods loving kindneſs to him : bur 

s ſatisfied, that while he loves God 
dthing can hurt him, and that whatever 

appens 1s certainly for his greater adyan- 
hoe 


But *ris not always the ſtorms of adverſiry 
Ireſſhhar bring thoſe dark and diſmal clouds on 
- Pavhe minds of men : they come ſometimes 
* th fair weather, in the greateſt proſperity« 
AFhence *tis in vain to examine : better 1c 
'S to drive them away, for they are as miſ- 
IEnievous as black. They caſta damp u 
Aliens ſpirits; and freeze their hearts in ſuch 
ny manner that they can receive no ſpiritual 
3 they ſo weaken their hands and feet, 
t they can hardly work for God, or walk 
his ways : ſo that their condition is (ad 
eed, not becauſe God is their enemy : 
becauſe they being unreaſonably afraid 
it, are thereby hindred from being his 
ft riends. To this evil none can preſcribe a 
fPMhetter remedy than love : bog perſons 
lonS!hye God heartily, and all theſe terrors will 
ſh way like the vain images of a terrible 
: When one awaketh, Loye begets 
M 2 love, 
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love, therefore we ſhould love God, be 
he firſt loved 115, and love begets a config 
of being loved again : fo that if we love' 
we ſhall got long doubt bur that we a 
ved by him: and then all is well. A 
at firſt, our hearts do not melt into d 
affe&ions, and are not repleniſhed wi 
ſweetneſs and comfort of love, let us nat 
diſmayed at 1t, nor too much ſtudy our 
diſturbed thoughts and apprehenfions : 
ler us continue to give God demonftrat 
of love, to abſtain from what he fort 
and todo that which he commands, or 
which will pleaſe him, though uncomm& 
ed: and then either holy joys and ext 
will come, or It will be as Kar without tl 
No man is afraid of his friends, nor oft 
whom he ſerves and obligeth ; we &t 
_— that they love us, whom we 
and that they to whom we do good wil 
kind to us : therefore let us ſhew to God 
the love we can, and by words and a@i 
roteſt that we ſeek to pleaſe him, and 
—— will ſoon be poſleſt with a bleſſed 
ſurance that we are dear to him,and that 
will never be crucl and ſevere to us. 
« reported of a Religious Perſon whoſe 


« was grieved and wounded with doubts 


<« fears, and with ſadneſs, that while he 
« one day weeping and praying thus; Ot 
« | were ſure that I ſhall perſevereand n 
&« fall from God; O thatI were ſureti 
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© God loves me, and that I ſhall one day ſee 
his bleſſed Face : how zealous then would 
I be in mortifying my fins and doing my 
duty ! how cheerfully would I ſerve God 
every day, and take pleaſure 1n ſuffering 
& for him ! how would I deſpiſe the world 
* and 1ts vanities, and fix my thoughts and 


© affe&ions en things above ! while he was 


& thus expreſſing the ſorrows of his troubled 
« mind, he heard the whiſpers of a ſecrer 
&« yoice, which told him, fac quod faceres, 
& do now what thou wouldſt do if thou hadſt 
& all thoſe aſlurances. With this he found 


© himſelf (o affeted and refreſhed, that he 
$* took it as an Oracle from heaven, and in 


« obeying of it found thoſe comforts he 
« begged. Better counſel I cannot give thee; 


Wes quod faceres, do what thou wouldſt do, 


thy diffident timorouſneſs and jealoufies 


were confured by a voice from heaven, and 


they will ſoon be removed. Let thy meek 
ſubmiſſion, thy ſincere obedience, and thy 
free-will offerings ſpeak thy love to God : 
and thou ſhalt ſoon find thy ſelf perſwaded 
that God loves thee dearly, and thar thy 
condition is fafe and happy. Other aſſu- 
rance we are not to expect 1n this world, 


' and thi is not to be obtained any other way; 


ſhould thy comfort proceed from any thing 
elſe but thy humble and devour love to 
God, it would be fanfie and preſumption 
whereas ſo, it 1s well grounded and never 

M 3 can 
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can deceive thee, There is no fear in love urn. 


( faith Divine S, John, 1 Ep. 4. 18. ) but 
perſet love cafteth out ſear z *ris never other- 
wiſe : grace and nature join together to 
make the effe& infallible, that a Holy Lore 
ſhould ever produce a Holy Peace ; if we' 
love indeed and in truth, thereby (not by new 
and ſecret revelations ) we bat know that 
we are of the truth, and we ſhall aſſure ow 


hearts before God, 1 Joh. 3. 18, Love may! 


well work confidence and joy in our ſouls, 
for it enjoys already what it loves : it is affes 
uſa unitas, & wnitiva affeftio, love is inſes 
parable from its objeR, and the eſſence 
thereof conſiſts in their union, and in ſeme 
manner unity z as our Bleſſed Saviour praid 
for his ; that they all may be one, as thou Fa- 
ther art in me, and I in thee, that they alſs 
may be one 3n us, Joh. 17, 21. and that this 
effeed by love, he adds ver. 26. that the 
lrve wherewith thou baſt loved me, may be in 
them, and I in them. Though God be ex- 
alted infinitely above all things, in a ſphere 
of Glory and Majeſty ſo high that the Che- 
bo = rubims with their 
Mi mente 1 epro many win $ cannot 
Dar pion, Fete lie up ro itz yerthi 
Greg. Mag. ther love ſoars up and 
takes God, and holds 
him as his own : ſo that every one that 
loves God is already poffeſt of him, and 
may fay wkh the ſpouſe, I a my —__—— 
an 


_ 


«c 
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ro 
my Beloved #s mine, Cant. 6. 3. 
| bat © We come to God by love, amando non 
her. {*. ambulando : and to him we are united by 
r to. (* by loye 3 amore Deo 
are S covjung mr : there- —_— "af: Fra 
we'f* fore love js a great 77 #700 FP JG 
ew [* thing, ( ſaith that kris — 
bat 1% devour father ) 1c 
ow j* brings the ſoul to God with an holy con- 
nay {© fidence, and makes 1t truſt 1n him, and 
ls, $® cleave ſtedfaſtly to him, and rejoyce in 
fee 3 him, and repreſent her needs and. beg 
s 76 Ys mercies with fiducial and deyour affe- 
ce | &ions. And this 15ſo great a truth, thar 
ne | death it ſelf with 1ts pains and ſorrows alters 
id | nothing of it; even then in the laſt agonies, 
4 | the love of God ſweerens the bitter cup, 
6 j and ſtill entertains the ſoul with joy and 
i | hol comforts. © It was the ſaying of S. Aug. 
be | * that becauſe the ſoul hath willingly for. 
i» | * faken God whom ſhe ſhould love infi- 
@= | © nitely, ſhe is forced therefore with grief 
e | *and regret ta forſake her body which ſhe 
. | ©4 loves too much : and that becauſe ſhe 
r | *voluntarily departed from God whois her 
t | * life, ſhe therefore departeth from the 
| 
| 


«4 body whoſe life ſhe 1s, with ſadneſs and 
0 = relutancy. Anug.at Trandib,q«Caps1 Z» 

Now we may ſay,that WOE | 
the ſoul r crurns Chrritas libertatem 
donat,'unorem pellit;&c. 

to God by love, ſhe + pen. 

Is freed from thus pu- 
| M 4 niſhment 


* 
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niſhment and reſtored to her firſt liberty, 
ſhe is willing to die for to be with Chriſt : 
and then comes a cheerful cuyp:9 diſſolvi, 
O when (hal I come and appear before God, 
Happy is he who living doth ſo manifeſt 
his love to God by Piety and Charity, that 
dying he can ſay with Theoddſeus, Dilexi 
love hath been the buſineſs and delight of 
my life I have daily endeavoured by my 
alficns to declare the ſincerity of my love 
to God : he js doubtleſs of the number of 
thoſe that love the appearing of FESUS: 
and ſo he goes our to meer him with joy 
and confidence , expeRting a kind rece- 
ption from him, whom 
HA IEEE having not ſeen yet he 
ih = may. loved, and worſhi 
Det amor un quem ped and ſerved affe- 
prevenit ſuoſequitur , Eionately, Let no 
ks man that loyes God 
doubt of Gods Love 
to him : for he that loved us when we were 
his enemies, ſo as to die for us, will much 
more love us when we have for him the 
hearty affe&1ons of friends. Ir is the joy 
of heaven, the joy of the Holy ZESU4S 
when his loving kindneſs hath won and 
conquered our hearts, and 'tis our greateſt 
Joy, 'tis for us a heaven upon earth, when 
we love him faithfully and fervently, with 
all our ſouls and affe&ions. The love of 
God brings that peace to the ſoul, __ 
the 
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y 

_ the world 'can neither pive nor take away. 
My,J0 ſweet . FE Su, O look thou upon me, and 
"ſt * | be merciful nito me, as thou uſeſt to do wits 
= theſe that love thy name, Plal. 115, 132. 

0a, 
Ifeſt ] — 
that 
'rt; CHAP. XXV. 
t of 


The Concluſion. 


O W who can refuſe to love God, 
|. when *tis a thing fo juſt and reaſon- 
able, fo pleaſant and eaſfie, fo ſafe and 
advantageous, ſomething of neceſſity we 
muſt love, every mans heart 1s full of 
that paſſion, and every mans life is go- 
verned by it ? 'ris but - conſidering who 
hath done moſt for us, and whom we are 
moſt obliged to love; who is moſt lovely, 
and who will beſt reward our love : and 
we ſhall ſoon underſtand that God is to 
be loved above all things, 1nfinicely, with- 
our meaſure : and 1f we love our ſelves 
as we ſhould, we ſhall eaſily remove our 
affe&ions from the world to ſet them upon 
God and Eternity, upon JZES&4S and 
; his Kingdom. Love, as we have ſeen, 
will make it eafic and delightful ro do our 
duty, will make the yo;e of Chriſt light, 
ad « 
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nable us with ſtrength and courage 
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wo , bear our croſs heel) like Chrifth- 
ans : it will lead- us the ſhorteſt and the 
ſafeſt way to heaven, and make our jour- 
ney pleaſant : it will make us dear to God, 
and to his Saints and blefled Angels, and 
fill our hearrs with peace and comforts 2 
it will abide with us, when we are forſaken 
by the world, and all our friends can do 
us no good : it will accompany us when we 
go from hence, and open heavens gate, 
and enter in with us; there to perfe&& our 
happineſs which it here began : to be there 
our reward, as it was here our work and 
our dury. 

F may now upon too too juſt an ac- 
count, uſe the words 
of S. Bernard ; what 
T have written 15 not 
what I do, but what 
I ſhould do, what Þ 
grieve that I do not, 
what Tendeavour to do, and what I wiſh 
all others might do. But withall I ſhall 
plead for my ſelf the advice of a Greek 


Non quod ego iita 
feciam dico , ſed quo 
facere veliem, &c, Ber. 
Med. 


Father ;. not to judge 
My Sas t mxzgg too ſeverely of thoſe 
who teach excellent 
leſſons, grear and 
firable tcuchs which 


themfelves learn 
praRiſe but wy 
imperſoltly : — 
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the uſefulneſs of their inſtruions may 
make ſome amends for the defeRs of their 
performance. Epheſ. 6. 24. Grace be with 
all them that loveour LORD 7ESUHS 
CHRIST in ſincerity. Amen. 
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